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September 18th, 2022 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Service of the Word Email Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on September 18th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship September 18th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

……………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (September 11th) sermon by Supply Pastor Monika Wiesner: 

https://youtu.be/QrjhVQsji2w 

……………………………….

Flooding in Pakistan – CLWR and the Humanitarian Coalition are rushing assistance to help people in need in Pakistan. Please join us in prayer and consider making a gift to provide water, food and critical supplies. Your gift will be matched by the Government of Canada! To find out more or to donate, please visit clwr.org/pakistan or call 1-800-661-2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4pm CST). 

Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR Flooding in Pakistan.

……………………….

Re-opening of Ellis Chapel

A concert by the award-winning Canadian bluegrass band, RESCUE JUNCTION will take place on Sunday October 2, 2022 at 2 pm with the price of admission a freewill offering. 

The chapel is located at 6705 Ellis Road in Puslinch Township. Additional information is available at ellischapel@sympatico.ca  or 519-767-2462.

……...................................

if your Thanksgiving Dinner is a Turkey...

Save the day with,

"ESTA PREMIUM TRUFFLES"

"Canadian Made Truffles with European Quality and Taste"

Available exclusively from St. Peter’s Preston

Fifteen (15) assorted Truffles, wrapped individually and packaged ready to share with family, friends, and colleagues

$9.00 / package

Order today from alexblack@sympatico.ca
or

St. Peter's 519-653-4721
………………………………..

Lorre Calder will be leading worship today – thank you Lorre!

……………………………..
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 717 ‘Let Justice Flow like Streams’
1
Let justice flow like streams


of sparkling water, pure,


enabling growth, refreshing life,


abundant, cleansing, sure.

2
Let righteousness roll on


as others' cares we heed,


an ever-flowing stream of faith


translated into deed.

3
So may God's plumb line, straight,


define our measure true,


and justice, right, and peace pervade


this world our whole life through.

(Title:  Let Justice Flow like Streams; Text:  Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926; Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press All rights reserved.  Used by permission.Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you 

Prayer of the Day:
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
 saying, “When will the new moon be over
  so that we may sell grain;
 and the sabbath,
  so that we may offer wheat for sale?
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
  and practice deceit with false balances,
 buying the poor for silver
  and the needy for a pair of sandals,
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 113
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;

praise the name of the Lord.

Let the name of the Lord be blessed,

from this time forth forevermore.

From the rising of the sun to its going down

let the name of the Lord be praised.

The Lord is high above all nations;

God’s glory above the heavens.

Who is like the Lord our God,

who sits enthroned on high,

but stoops to behold

the heavens and the earth?

The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust

and lifts up the poor from the ashes,

enthroning them with the rulers,

with the rulers of the people.

The Lord makes the woman of a childless house

to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!*

 (From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1Timothy 2:1-7
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For
 there is one God;
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
 Christ Jesus, himself human,
  who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle I am telling the truth, I am not lying, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting Four Allelulia (Page 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.*
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 16:1-13
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Lay Worship Leader Lorre Calder’s voice here)
I know we usually use the Gospel as the foundation for our sermons, but this morning I’d like to take a few minutes to look at the Old Testament Lesson that we heard Helga read a few minutes ago. But, I want us to listen to the Amos reading again, but this time from The Message Translation:

Listen to this, you who walk all over the weak,

    you who treat poor people as less than nothing,

Who say, “When’s my next paycheck coming

    so I can go out and live it up?

How long till the weekend

    when I can go out and have a good time?”

Who give little and take much,

    and never do an honest day’s work.

You exploit the poor, using them—

    and then, when they’re used up, you discard them.

God swears against the arrogance of Jacob:

    “I’m keeping track of their every last sin.”

God’s oath will shake earth’s foundations,

    dissolve the whole world into tears.

God’s oath will sweep in like a river that rises,

    flooding houses and lands,

And then recedes,

    leaving behind a sea of mud.

There is a lot to think about in this short passage and I know in my own life, over the last several years, I have become much more aware when it comes to trying to understand the discrepancies between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’ and what our response is versus what Jesus would do. But, becoming ‘aware’ is only the beginning. The root causes of poverty and inequality must be addressed and then if the playing field is to be levelled, we need to get our shovels out and fire up the back-hoe. Pope Francis said, “You pray for the hungry. Then you feed them. That's how prayer works.”

In this Amos passage God is telling us that anyone who treats the poor badly, or puts their own needs and comforts at the top of the heap at the expense of those who have nothing, will not be too happy when God’s justice eventually comes to pass. 

Our neighbourhood, our community, our province, and our country have more than enough resources to ensure that those without adequate housing, food, healthcare, and social supports have everything they need to thrive like the rest of us. Now I know that like many of you I grew up hearing about making your own life better, pulling yourself up by your bootstraps, and being responsible for your own successes or failures. Now, to a certain point, one could argue that we are each responsible for our own lives. But sometimes, life throws a wrench into the gears of our lives and we must then chart a new, unexpected path that was certainly not of our own choosing. 

For example, let’s say that you had a really good job with excellent health benefits, lots of perks like several weeks of vacation, incentives and for productivity, profit-sharing or other types of stock options that might have jacked-up your income and let’s face it, your quality of life. Then one day you go to the doctor and receive devastating medical news that hinders or halts your ability to work at the level and pace that you had been. You might still have an income, but it might only be a percentage of what you’re used to receiving. Maybe you can’t work at all, and you have to live on your savings. Your once-great healthcare, might also be a thing of the past. Money runs short, or runs out completely. You can’t pay your bills…car payments, mortgage payments, or other debts start piling up. You might lose your home and have to downsize into a type of housing you’d never have imagined for yourself and your family. You now find yourself 180 degrees from where you were before the illness. Sure, you could recover from the illness and return to work. And it might take time, but you could work your way back to your previous lifestyle. But what if the illness is chronic or debilitating? This is now your life. You didn’t do anything wrong. Your new normal is not a character flaw. Sometimes life just happens and we must deal with the fallout. 

Now if you were to find yourself in these less-than-ideal circumstances, and were food or housing insecure, how would you hope that your community would respond to you and others like you? I think we all know the answer we are supposed to give. But, is it the answer we want to give? Is it the answer we actually give? There are a million reasons that people in our community find themselves in poverty, or homeless, or addicted, or mentally ill. The question is, what are we going to do about it? But for a few bad breaks for many of these folks, they are no different from you and me.

My favourite Psalm is Psalm 139. It has provided me with much comfort and affirmation throughout the journey of my life. At times I would repeat over and over verses 13 and 14: “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;” I understood through the words of this Psalm that God created me just as I am, flaws and all. I am treasured and loved. I am valued and I matter. And, in understanding these truths about how God loves me, I realized that as I look around at those for whom life has not been so kind or so easy, that they are also fearfully and wonderfully made. I am no better than they are and they are no worse than I am. If I am honest with myself and with all of you, I have not always understood that, or thought that, or even believed that. 

But, faith and understanding are not stagnant things if we are willing to ask questions, seek God for answers, and listen to that sill, small voice when God and the Spirit speak to us. I have grown in how I understand the problems in my community. I look at folks on the margins differently than I used to. I try to put my money where my mouth is and put my faith into action. Am I very good at it? No. Can I do better? You bet I can! Do I keep trying to act in ways that lift people up rather than expecting them to solve their own problems and then deny them the resources or abilities to do so? As much and as often as I can.

A couple of months ago we had the opportunity to see how other congregations like St. Paul’s, Bridgeport, have taken the property resources they had and repurposed them to help others right in their own neighbourhood and community. We watched a couple of video stories about the organizations they partnered with and we saw the impact that safe, affordable housing, and a place to call home meant to those who might never have experienced that in their entire lives. Or might have thought that they were destined always live on the edge of safety and security. After watching those testimonials, many of us began to see the tangible ways that we could help people here in our community. We saw the exciting possibilities. 

Here at St. Peter’s we are exploring how best to put our building, our land, and our commitment to the gospel to work here in our own community. It is certainly not going to happen overnight. And it might be a bumpy journey. We can’t be the people who only focus on our own comforts, wants, and needs. We can all look around and see folks who treat the poor as less than nothing as the Amos reading mentioned. I don’t believe we are those people. We might all be in different places on this journey of seeing the people on the margins as God sees them. I know it’s not easy at times and it can be frustrating and in some cases even dangerous. However, this is not a journey we take alone. We have each other and we have God with us. Jesus set the example for us. Who did Jesus speak with? Eat with? Stay with? Sit with? Those who had little. Those who had nothing. Those who were unseen, or abused, or exploited by those with means and power. 

Friends, we believe in a really big God. We are called to be faithful. We are called to seek and we are called to listen. And we are called to act. I am fearfully and wonderfully made and so is each one of you. The challenge is to think like God does and to see everyone with whom we come into contact as also being fearfully and wonderfully made. No different than you and I when it comes right down to it.

Our new pastor arrives in a little less than a month. Pastor Laura will bring her ministry skills to us and we will bring ours to her, and we both bring them to God for God’s use. We already do many things to address some of the problems outside our walls. However, many of these outreach ministries have slowed to a crawl due to the pandemic. Not all of them of course, but many. We need to think about how we can ramp these ministries back up and begin to once again make a difference in people’s lives. An easy first step might be to start bringing food for the Food Bank. Maybe you can buy an extra canned good or two to bring into church which would then be taken to the Food Bank. Colder weather will be coming before we know it and there will be a need for hats, mitts, and scarves again. These are baby steps, but they are important steps. There is so much more we can do if we just try. The needs are great, but so is the God who guides our faith and our actions. God is waiting for us to take those first steps. Let’s get ready to take them together.

I’ll close with the words from the second verse of our Hymn of the Day which we will sing in a minute: 

Now direct our daily labor,

lest we strive for self alone;

born with talents, make us servants

fit to answer at your throne.

Amen.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 678 ‘God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending’
1
God, whose giving knows no ending,


from your rich and endless store:


nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom,


costly cross, grave's shattered door,


gifted by you, we turn to you,


off'ring up ourselves in praise;


thankful song shall rise forever,


gracious donor of our days.

2
Skills and time are ours for pressing


toward the goals of Christ, your Son:


all at peace in health and freedom,


races joined, the church made one.


Now direct our daily labor,


lest we strive for self alone;


born with talents, make us servants


fit to answer at your throne.

3
Treasure, too, you have entrusted,


gain through pow'rs your grace conferred;


ours to use for home and kindred,


and to spread the gospel word.


Open wide our hands in sharing,


as we heed Christ's ageless call,


healing, teaching, and reclaiming,


serving you by loving all.

(Title: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending; Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006; Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  African American spiritual, arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the world.  C: hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders especially Dag Hammarskjöld and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Comforter of all who are lonely, fearful, or broken hearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit for those who are ill especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.  Heal their wounds and comfort them in their distress. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Lord, be with us as we await the coming of our new pastor, Rev. Laura Sauder. Uplift Pastor Laura and her family as they prepare to move to a new home. Comfort the people of St. Peter’s Brodhagen as they now begin to discern a call to a new pastor to continue in ministry with them. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of those who have gone before us, and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Blessing:
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favour and ☩ and give you peace.
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 793 ‘Be Thou My Vision’
1
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;


naught be all else to me, save that thou art:


thou my best thought both by day and by night,


waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;


I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.


Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,


raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,


thou mine inheritance, now and always:


thou and thou only, the first in my heart,


great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4
Light of my soul, after victory won,


may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!


Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,


still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

(Title: Be Thou My Vision; Text:  Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; Public Domain

Music: Irish Traditional; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
