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October 31st, 2021 Reformation Sunday – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on October 31st, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship October 31st, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 
+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 587 328 1099 Canada        
+1 647 374 4685 Canada           
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada           
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 
……………


This is Reformation Sunday and you are encouraged to wear RED to worship this morning, whether you are joining us in person or on ZOOM, or even in your own time!

…………………
Cambridge Self-Help Food Bank:

Now that we are open, we are resuming the collection of non-perishable food items for the Cambridge Self Help Food Bank. You can bring your items to church and drop them into the bins provided, or you can arrange your own drop-off time during the week. Please remember those who have not navigated this pandemic time as well as others have.

……………..
All Saints Sunday

All Saints Sunday – November 7th, 2021 – a time when we remember those who have gone before us.  A candle will be lit in their memory.  If you would like to remember a loved one who has passed away since November 1st, 2020, please let Barb Jones know if you are attending in-person worship, otherwise please call the church office at 519-653-4721.

……………..

Pastor Claudine Carlson is our guest pastor again today – welcome!

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 839 ‘Nun Danket alle Gott’ (Bradley Moggach – organ)
Click here: https://youtu.be/LHLPxPIL5HI 
Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
The First Reading:   Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 46 (Refrain from ACS # 1083 ‘Be Still and Know’)
God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,

and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

though its waters rage and foam,

and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

Refrain:  Be still and know that I am God.

               Be still and know that I am God.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;

God shall help it at the break of day.

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth melts away.

The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Refrain:  Be still and know that I am God.


  Be still and know that I am God.

Come now, regard the works of the Lord,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, then, and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.* 
Refrain:  Be still and know that I am God.


   Be still and know that I am God.

*(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright  © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).

(Title: Be Still and Know  Text:  Psalm 46:10; All rights reserved
Music:  © 1989 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.  All rights reserved)
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Second Reading:  Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to John 8:31-36
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon
Here is the YouTube link for the sermon by Supply Pastor, Rev. Claudine Carlson: https://youtu.be/r6DfGlpOxWU  Pastor Claudine doesn’t preach from a prepared script but did create notes from her sermon which are provided here for you.
REFLECTIONS FOR REFORMATION DAY

Boy, the way Glenn Miller played,

Songs that made the hit parade,

Guys like us we had it made.

Those were the days!

And you knew who you were then.

Girls were girls and men were men.

Mister, we could use a man like Herbert Hoover again!

Didn’t need no welfare state.

Everybody pulled his weight!

Gee, our old La Salle ran great!

Those were the days!

If you ever watched the very popular 70s sitcom, All in the Family, you probably recognize those words from its theme song. Very likely, you can also picture Archie and Edith Bunker, seated at the upright piano and singing a duet that rings of nostalgic longing for the “good old days”.

Now the words to that rather silly song may be memorable (it’s more than 40 years since the program aired on television and I still can’t forget those words!), they’re neither life-changing nor profound… unlike the words of scripture appointed for Reformation Day. Jeremiah speaks of a day when all shall know the God who writes a new law on their hearts and forgives all their sins in the new covenant. The Psalmist boldly proclaims that “God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in times of trouble”, while Paul summarizes the good news that we are justified by grace as a gift…apart from works of the law.” And Jesus’ words in John’s gospel offer the promise that “the truth shall set us free” and “if we are free in Christ, we are free indeed!”

So, you may be wondering, why did I begin these reflections with the words of a sitcom theme song on such a festival occasion as Reformation Day?!? I hope to clarify that for you as we move these reflections.

I’ve been a Lutheran for 52 years now and ordained for 28 of those years. That means that I’ve listened to more than 20 Reformation Day sermons as a lay person, and of those 20+, at least half of them focused on the events and history of the Reformation, now 504 years ago. We pew-sitters would hear again about Luther’s discovery of a good and gracious God while he studied the book of Romans. We imagined him nailing the 95 thesis to the door at Wittenberg. We marvelled at his courageous declaration “Here I stand” before the ecclesiastical court at Worms. And of course, we belted out “A Mighty Fortress” with fierce pride and gratitude.

Now there is nothing wrong with any of that, for sure. Our Lutheran tradition is one in which we can take pride, while honestly acknowledging some of the more shameful aspects of the history. But there’s a difference between being anchored solidly in a rich tradition and being stuck there. Furthermore, if our focus is mainly on the “storied and gloried” past, we haven’t really understood the meaning of the Reformation.

The motto of the Reformation movement was this Latin phrase: ecclesia reformanda, semper reformata. In English -“the reformed church is always reforming”. Always reforming! Forever (and ever) changing! That sounds exhausting, doesn’t it? And it certainly can be, but …. It’s absolutely necessary if we are to be faithful people of the Gospel.

You see, a perfect church did not emerge from the Protestant Reformation. Oh, theologically, its proclamation of the Gospel was clearer, with its insistence that good works cannot and do not save us, for we are saved by grace through faith alone. But that liberating doctrine did not create a church so perfect that it needed no change. How could it? It was comprised of imperfect people!

“The truth that sets us free” of which Jesus speaks of is relatively simple - that God in Christ meets us, loves and forgives us, where we are and how we are. That reality sets in motion the ongoing work of salvation in our lives. We are familiar with the three tenses of Advent (Christ came, Christ comes, Christ will come again), but not so much with our salvation. i.e., We were saved through the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ; we are being saved by the transforming work of the Sprit in our lives; and we shall be saved when we meet our Lord, face-to-face, in glory. 

Like each and every human being on earth, the church is a work in progress. As much as we tend to resist it, Christ’s church on earth needs continued reformation transformation change! And change it will, for the Spirit isn’t done with us yet.

Do any of you remember the debates and, at times, heated conflicts around women’s ordination? (I was on the wrong side of history on that issue, believe it or not. God has a terrific sense of humour.) How about weekly communion, or communion of the baptized? And what about full inclusion of our LGBTQ+ family members? Some of these changes took years (and years and years!) to accomplish, and the process was painful, but here we are, by God’s grace and the Spirit’s movement in and amongst the people of God. We are a different, better, more faithful-to-the gospel church than we were a mere 10 years ago. Now that’s what being a church of the Reformation is all about!

We remain in the midst of a global pandemic that has forced us into new ways of being church. Pastors and laity have adapted swiftly to new technologies and methods of proclaiming the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ. It hasn’t been easy and there have surely been glitches along the way, but our church leaders have adapted, and so have we. One of the greatest things about “being free in Christ” is that we’re free to make the mistakes that we surely will along the way. Perfection is not, nor ever has been, a requirement for serving God faithfully. How church will “look” when life as we knew it returns to a degree of normalcy, no one can predict. What we do know is that the church has already changed significantly, and that some of those necessary adaptations will remain. Whether we like it or not.

Before concluding, let’s circle back to Archie and Edith’s nostalgic tune about the “good old days”. I’m almost certain that most of have a notion of what the “good old days” in church life mean to us. Perhaps you recall large Sunday Schools, mid-week Lenten suppers, big choirs, and, of course, the hymns you love. And you grieve that those days are probably gone forever. I, too, miss the days when 50-60 people would gather for adult learning each Sunday morning or when I had almost 30 students in confirmation. But it helps me to remember history as well. As far as Sunday Schools are concerned, they didn’t exist at the time of the Reformation; indeed, they didn’t appear until the 19th century.

As for large confirmation classes? Well, Martin Luther wrote The Small Catechism for parents to instruct their children at home. As for our favourite hymns? Well, it would be sad indeed if we didn’t have favourite hymns. But along with our favourites, old or new,

Scripture tells us that God is ever worthy of new songs of praise.

To wrap it up, I don’t think there’s really such a thing as the “good old days”. Certainly there were bygone “days” that were good for us, but they weren’t good for everybody. And the Reign of God is about goodness, peace, plenty and shalom for all of us. That’s what the church works for and waits for. Living in the “now” and doing the work God calls us to in the present, while anticipating that great day of justice, peace, plenty, and eternal shalom for all God’s creatures. Won’t our notions of the “good old days” pale in comparison to that?

One more thing. I’m sure you’ve often heard the phrase “every Sunday is a little Easter” because each and every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection. Since we are the ever-changing people of God, perhaps every Sunday is a reformation Sunday as well, in the truest sense of it. Better yet, for each one of us as Christians, perhaps every day is “Reformation Day”, because God isn’t finished with us yet! And thanks be to God for that!
Hymn of the Day:  ELW 827 ‘Arise, My Soul, Arise!’ (Bradley Moggach – piano)

Click here: https://youtu.be/i1V7AinwJHk 
(Arise, My Soul, Arise! Text: Johan Karl/ Tr. Ernest Ryden, Dale Wood; Finnish Folk Tune

Text: © 1958, Augsburg Fortress; All Rights Reserved; Reprinted with Permission under ONE LICENSE # A727610)

Prayers of Intercession:
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who aspire to public office. Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan and Sherrie, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counselling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and universities. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God C: Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.

Amen.

Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance,

you cause streams to break forth in the desert

and manna to rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us.

Unite them with the offering of our lives

to nourish the world you love so dearly;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/-RnRfJoYmjs 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Lord of life,

in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,

bearing witness to the abundance of your love

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Blessing:
People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn:  ELW 505 ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’ (Bradley Moggach – organ)

Click here: https://youtu.be/IjTUXM2EnuM 
(Title:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Text:  Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890, alt. ;Text  © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

Music:  Martin Luther, 1483-1546; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Dismissal:
Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Message from the Ministry of Redevelopment


Sunday October 31st – the survey results summary will be available, and will also be in the next Lamplighter!


In-person attendees – paper copies of the summary will be distributed, and a slide show presentation will be shown at the end of worship.   Attendees are asked to submit written comments and/or questions into the offering basket in the Narthex as they are leaving.  In keeping with COVID protocol, please bring your own paper and pencil/pen to use on that day!


Members who receive their bulletins via Canada Post - paper copies will be mailed with the bulletin, and members will be asked to drop off/ mail their comments and/or questions to the church, or by calling the church office at 519-653-4721. 


People on zoom, and absent members can request a copy be mailed or emailed to them by calling the church office at 519-653-4721, and then can post their questions/comments in the chat on that day!


November 7th and 14th - questions will be answered following worship.


Later in November, Ministry of Redevelopment will present a Redevelopment Statement to congregation for review. 





PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.





 











