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October 30th, 2022 Reformation Sunday – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on October 30th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship October 30th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

………………….

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………..

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (October 23rd) sermon by Pastor Laura Sauder: 

https://youtu.be/Eb6EI_xW2WI 
……………………
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
………………….
All Saints Sunday

All Saints Sunday – November 6th, 2022 – a time when we remember those who have gone before us.  A candle will be lit in their memory.  If you would like to remember a loved one who has passed away since November 1st, 2021, please let Barb Jones know if you are attending in-person worship, and/or call the church office at 519-653-4721 or via email at secretary@st-peters-cambridge.org 

……………………………….

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION THIS REMEMBRANCE DAY

With Remembrance Day around the corner, please support your local Legion by purchasing a poppy.

Preston BR. 126          Hespeler BR. 272          Galt BR. 121

…………………….
Save the Date: Installation Service for Pastor Laura will be at 3:00 PM on Sunday, November 20th, 2022.

……………………….
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Welcome remarks:
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 729 ‘The Church of Christ, in Every Age’

1
The church of Christ, in ev'ry age


beset by change, but Spirit-led,


must claim and test its heritage


and keep on rising from the dead.

2
Across the world, across the street,


the victims of injustice cry


for shelter and for bread to eat,


and never live before they die.

3
Then let the servant church arise,


a caring church that longs to be


a partner in Christ's sacrifice,


and clothed in Christ's humanity.

4
For he alone, whose blood was shed,


can cure the fever in our blood,


and teach us how to share our bread


and feed the starving multitude.

5
We have no mission but to serve


in full obedience to our Lord;


to care for all, without reserve,


and spread his liberating word.

(Title:  The Church of Christ, in Every Age; Text: Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000; Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: William Knapp, 1698-1768; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
Children’s Message: (Pastor) - The Life of Martin Luther
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor)
The First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34
The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. It won’t be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant with me even though I was their husband, declares the Lord. No, this is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. They will no longer need to teach each other to say, “Know the Lord!” because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord; for I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their sins.  (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor)
The Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28
But now God’s righteousness has been revealed apart from the Law, which is confirmed by the Law and the Prophets. God’s righteousness comes through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all who have faith in him. There’s no distinction. All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory, but all are treated as righteous freely by his grace because of a ransom that was paid by Christ Jesus. Through his faithfulness, God displayed Jesus as the place of sacrifice where mercy is found by means of his blood. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness in passing over sins that happened before, during the time of God’s patient tolerance. He also did this to demonstrate that he is righteous in the present time, and to treat the one who has faith in Jesus as righteous.

What happens to our bragging? It’s thrown out. With which law? With what we have accomplished under the Law? No, not at all, but through the law of faith. We consider that a person is treated as righteous by faith, apart from what is accomplished under the Law.  (CEB)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting 12 All Creation Sings (page 33)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to John 8:31-36
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teaching. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

They responded, “We are Abraham’s children; we’ve never been anyone’s slaves. How can you say that we will be set free?”

'Jesus answered, “I assure you that everyone who sins is a slave to sin. A slave isn’t a permanent member of the household, but a son is. Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you really will be free.  (CEB)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)

Sermon for Reformation Sunday - John 8:31-36

Freedom.

It’s a word we’ve heard used a lot in pandemic times. Right now we have a public inquiry going on about the federal government’s decision to invoke the Emergency Measures Act to deal with the Freedom Convoy that brought Ottawa to a standstill earlier this year.
In a political sense, freedom is often defined as the ability to speak, act, live and think without restrictions. To put it more bluntly, a lot of folks would say that freedom is being able to do whatever the heck I want.

But is this at all what Jesus has in mind when he speaks about freedom?
Jesus and his fellow Jews certainly longed for freedom living under Roman occupation. While the Jewish people were permitted to practice their religion, they still had to pledge their allegiance to Caesar - a foreign ruler who would not hesitate to use force and violence to keep them in line.
Many of Jesus’ contemporaries longed for freedom from their Roman occupiers. They hoped for a Messiah who would deliver them from the hands of the Romans. And many hoped that Jesus might be that liberator. That Jesus might be the one to help them get their freedom.
But we know how Jesus’ story ends. We know that he was not that kind of Messiah. He never used violence, and he never intended to use violence to bring liberation to his people. Instead, Jesus, in his life, death, and resurrection, offered freedom to the whole of creation in an ultimate sense.
Jesus tells us, “if you remain faithful to my teaching. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Jesus is the truth that sets us free.
As he tells us later on in John’s gospel, “I Am the way, the truth, and the life.” In me, you see and experience the truth of who God is and what God is like. In me, you see and experience the gift of abundant life.

Knowing these things – knowing Jesus – this is what sets us free.
It was the discovery of this kind of freedom that changed Luther’s life forever. Luther was tormented by the reality that he would never be good enough. As a young monk, Luther was constantly fearful of God’s wrath and reportedly made his confession as often as twenty times a day.
Thankfully the Spirit led Luther to study the Bible, which is where he came across those passages in the New Testament that clearly teach our salvation depends not our own doing but upon God’s unconditional and unending love for us.
This discovery completely transformed Luther’s life. So much so that he even changed his name to embody and reflect that transformation. I wonder, do any of you know the story about Luther’s name change?

Martin Luther was actually born Martin Luder (with a D). The name Luther is based on the Greek word eleutherios, which means freedom. Martin Luther is literally, Martin the free one!
Freedom was most certainly something Luther had thoughts on. A few years after writing his 95 Theses which set the Reformation in motion, he wrote an entire treatise called “On the Freedom of a Christian.”

For Luther, by faith through grace, Christians are freed from the power of sin and death—those realities that get in the way of our relationship with God and each other. But that’s not the end of the story. We are freed from these things for the sake of the world; for the sake of our neighbour.
Christian freedom means loving God and loving our neighbour – not because we have to but because we want to. Because we want to share the grace and goodness we’ve received from God with everyone.

In spite of the 500 year gap, our time shares a lot in common with Luther’s time. Like Luther, we are faced with lots of societal change & upheaval & uncertainty. As in Luther’s day, there are pressures on the church to do some serious self-reflection.
Who are we? How is God calling us to be faithful to the gospel in this place and time? How do we free ourselves from the way we’ve always done church and prepare ourselves for what God has in store for us next?
Here at St Peter’s you’ve already been thinking about these questions over the past months and years as you begin the work of looking to redevelop your property. I’m just getting up to speed, and I’m looking forward to asking these questions with you.
This is both exciting work AND it’s really difficult work.
It doesn’t feel good to be in a position where what used to work well just isn’t anymore. When our numbers are dwindling. When a building begins to feel more like a burden than an asset for ministry.
Can we trust that what feels like an ending is also God preparing us for a new thing, even though we don’t know what that new thing is just yet?
The future is wide open.
As we contemplate our future, may we be free from the fear of failure and endings.

May the freedom we have in Christ fill us with hope for what might yet be.
For there is no doubt that our faithful God still wants us to use us to bless one another and this community. 
AMEN.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 513 ‘Listen, God Is Calling’
[A leader sings the words in parentheses]

Refrain

(Listen,)

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.

(Listen,) 

listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.

1. (Jesus gave his mandate:)

share the good news

(that he came to save us)

and set us free.  Refrain
2. (Let none be forgotten)
throughout the world.

(In the triune name of God)

go and baptize.  Refrain
3. (Help us to be faithful,)
standing steadfast,

(walking in your precepts,)

led by your Word.  Refrain
(Title: Listen, God Is Calling (Neno lake Mungu) Text:  Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922; Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, b.1919; Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts of your people, that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land and contaminated rivers. Reform and reorient our relationship with the environment, that we faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an uproar, bring wise leadership and comfort for those in distress. Make wars to cease and peace to enter every land. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 

God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show mercy to refugees and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all who are facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God our redeemer, we pray for our congregation. Open our hearts to your Holy Spirit and give us courage to proclaim your good news in word and deed. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, especially Martin Luther and all reformers. Renew and reform us as we strive to continue in your word. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.*
Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering
Offertory Music: ACS # 1075 ‘O God, We Call’


O God, we call, O God, we call,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn for you.

(Title: O God, We Call; Text: Linnea Good, b. 1962; Text © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Linnea Good, b. 1962; Music  © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com ; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 
Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.*

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
No matter your age or stage in life; no matter where you are in your walk of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s Table to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. Come, taste and see, that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Communion Music:  ACS # 1035 ‘Though the Earth Shall Change’
            Though the earth shall change,

though the mountains tremble,


though the waters rage,


you, God, are here.


Though the nations war,


though the peoples battle,


though the empire falters,


we will not fear.

(Title: Though the Earth Shall Change; Text:  Rolf Vegdahl, b. 1955, and Tom Witt, b. 1957, based on Psalm 46; Text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Tom Witt; Music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal

with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 505 ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our God’
1. A mighty fortress is our God,

a bulwark never failing;

our helper frees us from the flood

of mortal ills prevailing.

For still our ancient foe,

forsworn to work us woe,

with guile and dreadful might

is armed to wage the fight:

on earth there is no equal.

2. If we in our own strength confide,
our striving turns to losing;
the righteous one fights by our side,
the one of God’s own choosing.
You ask who this may be:

Christ Jesus, it is he,

the Lord of hosts by name.
No other God we claim!
None else can win the battle.

3. Though all the world with devils fill
and threaten to devour us,
we tremble not, we trust God’s will:
 they cannot overpow’r us.
Though Satan rant and rage,
in fiercest war engage,
this tyrant’s doomed to fail;
God’s judgement must prevail!
One little word shall triumph.

4. God’s Word shall stand above the pow’rs,
shall end all their thanksgiving.
The Spirit and the gifts are ours,
for God with us is living.
Let goods and kindred go,
this mortal life also;
though all of these be gone,
they yet have nothing won.
The kingdom’s our forever!

(Title:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God; Text:  Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890, alt.; Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.

C: Thanks be to God.*

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
