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October 23rd, 2022 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on October 23rd, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship October 23rd, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

………………….

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………..

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (October 16th) sermon by Pastor Laura Sauder: 

https://youtu.be/Afd6RoGwf5o 

……………………
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
………………….
Happy Anniversary!
At this time, we are unable to have flowers placed on the altar.  To that end, and in celebration of their 57th anniversary which took place on October 22nd, Don and Alice Brill have made a donation to the church in lieu of the flower placement, and have also sponsored the bulletin today.

St. Peter’s wishes God’s richest blessings to Don and Alice!
……………………….
All Saints Sunday

All Saints Sunday – November 6th, 2022 – a time when we remember those who have gone before us.  A candle will be lit in their memory.  If you would like to remember a loved one who has passed away since November 1st, 2021, please let Barb Jones know if you are attending in-person worship, and/or call the church office at 519-653-4721 or via email at secretary@st-peters-cambridge.org 
……………………………….

Welcome remarks:
Congratulations to Don and Alice Brill who celebrated their 57th anniversary yesterday.
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 524 ‘What Is This Place’
1
What is this place where we are meeting?

             Only a house, the earth its floor.

             Walls and a roof sheltering people,

             windows for light, an open door.

             Yet it becomes a body that lives

             when we are gathered here,

             and know our God is near.

2
Words from afar, stars that are falling,

             sparks that are sown in us like seed:

             names for our God, dreams, signs, and wonders

             sent from the past are all we need.

             We in this place remember and speak

             again what we have heard:

             God's free redeeming word.

3
And we accept bread at this table,

             broken and shared, a living sign.

             Here in this world, dying and living,

             we are each other's bread and wine.

             This is the place where we can receive

             what we need to increase:

             our justice and God's peace.

(Title: What Is This Place; Text:  Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933; Text © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandrsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906; arr. © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day: 
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
Lesson Intro

The First Reading:  Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
Even though our sins testify against us,
    help us, Lord, for your name’s sake.
We have turned away from you
    and sinned against you time and again.
You are the hope of Israel,
    its savior in times of trouble.
Why are you like a stranger in the land,
    like a tourist spending only the night?
Why are you like one taken by surprise,
    like a warrior unable to act?
Yet you are in our midst, Lord;
    we are called by your name.
    Don’t give up on us.

This is what the Lord proclaims about this people:
Since they have loved to wander off
    and haven’t restrained themselves,
        I won’t accept them.
Now I will recall their wrongdoing
    and punish their sin.

Have you completely rejected Judah?
    Do you hate Zion?
        Why then have you mortally wounded us?
We look for peace,
        but nothing good comes of it;
    for a time of healing,
        only to be terrorized.
We acknowledge our sin, Lord,
    the wrongdoing of our ancestors,
        because we have sinned against you.
For your name’s sake, don’t reject us,
    don’t scorn your glorious throne.
Remember your covenant with us;
    don’t break it.
Can any of the false gods of the nations make it rain?
    Can the sky by itself bring showers?
Aren’t you the Lord, our God?
    You are our hope,
        since only you can do such things.  (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 84:1-7 
How dear to me is your dwelling,

O Lord of hosts!

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young,

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God.

Happy are they who dwell in your house!

They will always be praising you.

Happy are the people whose strength is in you,

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

They will climb from height to height,

and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
Lesson Intro
The Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
I’m already being poured out like a sacrifice to God, and the time of my death is near. I have fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith. At last the champion’s wreath that is awarded for righteousness is waiting for me. The Lord, who is the righteous judge, is going to give it to me on that day. He’s giving it not only to me but also to all those who have set their heart on waiting for his appearance.

No one took my side at my first court hearing. Everyone deserted me. I hope that God doesn’t hold it against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that the entire message would be preached through me and so all the nations could hear it. I was also rescued from the lion’s mouth! The Lord will rescue me from every evil action and will save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and always. Amen.  (CEB)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting 12 All Creation Sings (page 33)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 18:9-14
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” But the tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’ (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)

Luke 18:9-14

On the face of it, the message of this parable seems pretty straightforward. 

When you pray, be like the tax-collector. Be humble. Acknowledge your shortcomings and your need for God’s grace. 

Don’t be like the Pharisee who although he does the right things, thinks he’s so much better than everyone else. 

Sermon done, right?

If only it were that simple. Because the problem with this interpretation – of tax-collector good, Pharisee bad – is we fall into the exact same trap the Pharisee found himself in. 

To borrow the words of writer Debie Thomas: “here is the trap, expressed as a prayer [we may be] sorely tempted to pray in response [to this parable]. 

“Lord, I thank you that I am nothing like the obnoxious caricature of a human being who is the Pharisee in your story. Thank you that I have arrived at a point in my faith journey where I am much more like the tax collector: self-aware, emotionally intelligent, mindful, cognizant, teachable, humble, and woke.”  

There is a danger, that even in seeking to model ourselves after the humble tax-collector, we may still find that we trust too much in ourselves and regard others with contempt.

In seeking to do the right thing – to be faithful, to strive for justice and peace and equality in the world; whatever we believe the “right thing” is – it’s all too easy to fall into self-righteousness. And to judge or write off or dismiss anyone when their words or actions don’t meet our standards. 

We live in what feel like increasingly divisive times, exacerbated by the stress and pressures of the pandemic. Public health measures likes masking and vaccination created vocal camps of “for” and “against.” Both sides insistent on their own virtue and rightness, and the other side’s wrongness.

With social media we have people being “cancelled” for expressing objectionable opinions, or having conducted themselves in a way that is unacceptable. And while there should always be accountability for harmful behaviour (especially repeated harmful behaviour), the idea that someone can be entirely written off for one mistake is problematic.

There is an important distinction between someone doing a bad thing and someone being the bad thing. 

If our tax collector were on social media today, he’d most certainly be in danger of being cancelled. No matter that Jesus lifts him up as an example of humility, his profession alone would put him in peoples’ crosshairs. A collaborator with the Roman Empire and a traitor to his own people. 

And surely those who listened to Jesus tell this parable had a particular idea about what kind of people tax collectors were; and knew exactly where they could go. It must have been a shock to hear Jesus commend the tax collector. It would have taken some mental gymnastics to imagine a tax collector who could also be so deeply faithful. Who looked not to others, but to God for his worth.

For that is the real distinction between the Pharisee and the tax collector. While the Pharisee is busy comparing himself to everyone else, the tax collector is focused only on God. 

“He knows his need. He knows his failing. He knows his weakness. He knows his absolute dependence on God for all good things, including the gift of mercy. And so he asks for just that: mercy. That’s it. He doesn’t pledge to amend his ways. He doesn’t vow to leave his profession. He doesn’t in any strict sense of the world repent. He just asks for mercy. He knows full well his human failings and absolute need, and so he is aware of his dependence on God’s mercy and grace.” 

In Jesus’ words, the tax collector is humble.

The dictionary definition of humility is to have a modest or low view of one’s own importance. But I think we need to be careful of equating humility with low self-worth. 

I much prefer this definition of humility by psychologist Daryl van Tongeren. He says, “In its true sense, humbleness is the happy medium between self-denial and self-obsession: It grants the holder an accurate view of reality. By seeing where we have room to improve, we can grow. By admitting our doubts, we can learn. And by acknowledging our own worldview as one among many, we can truly connect with others despite our differences.” 

Room to grow. 

Room to learn. 

Room to connect with others despite our differences. 

Room to depend on God. 

Room to trust in God’s mercy and grace to redeem any mistakes we make. 

For ourselves and for one another.

It is good news that we are not any better than anyone else – we are all sinners.

It is good news that we are not the bad things that we’ve done.

Which is why we join our voices with the tax collector to pray these words: “God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” for we know that our true worth, our value, rests in God. AMEN.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 588 ‘There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy’

1
There's a wideness in God's mercy,



like the wideness of the sea;


there's a kindness in God's justice


which is more than liberty.


There is no place where earth's sorrows


are more felt than up in heav'n.


There is no place where earth's failings


have such kindly judgment giv'n.

2
There is welcome for the sinner,


and a promised grace made good;


there is mercy with the Savior;


there is healing in his blood.


There is grace enough for thousands


of new worlds as great as this;


there is room for fresh creations


in that upper home of bliss.

3
For the love of God is broader


than the measures of our mind;


and the heart of the Eternal


is most wonderfully kind.


But we make this love too narrow


by false limits of our own;


and we magnify its strictness


with a zeal God will not own.

4
'Tis not all we owe to Jesus;


it is something more than all:


greater good because of evil,


larger mercy through the fall.


Make our love, O God, more faithful;


let us take you at your word,


and our lives will be thanksgiving


for the goodness of the Lord.

(Title: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy; Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.; Public Domain; Music: North American, 19th cent.; Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire your church to serve and love all people with the same unceasing grace you extend to us. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and nations torn apart by violence and warfare (especially… ). Unite all people toward common goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone – something that is so hard for us to do. Make us a people of humility and repentance, again and again and again, ready to encounter you in love and follow in your ways.  Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now live with you.  Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ACS # 1067 ‘For the Wholeness of the Earth’
1
We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it rising in you?

2
We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it spinning in you?

3
Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it rising in you?

(Title:  For the Wholeness of the Earth; Text:  Bret Hesla, b. 1957; © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Bret Hesla, b. 1957; © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 
Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
No matter your age or stage in life; no matter where you are in your walk of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s Table to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. Come, taste and see, that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Communion Music:  ELW # 814 ‘Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am’
Take, oh, take me as I am;

summon out what I shall be;

set your seal upon my heart

and live in me.

(Title:  Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am; Text:   John L. Bell, b. 1949; Text © 1995 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949; Music © 1995 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal

with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ACS # 987 ‘Guide My Feet’
[A leader sings the words in parentheses]
1
(Guide my feet) while I run this race.


(Guide my feet) while I run this race.


(Guide my feet) while I run this race,


for I don't want to run this race in vain.

2
(Hold my hand) while I run this race.


(Hold my hand) while I run this race.


(Hold my hand) while I run this race,


for I don't want to run this race in vain.

3
(Stand by me) while I run this race.


(Stand by me) while I run this race.


(Stand by me) while I run this race,


for I don't want to run this race in vain.

4
(I'm your child) while I run this race.


(I'm your child) while I run this race.


(I'm your child) while I run this race,


for I don't want to run this race in vain.

5
(Search my heart) while I run this race.


(Search my heart) while I run this race.


(Search my heart) while I run this race,


for I don't want to run this race in vain.

(Title:  Guide My Feet; Text: African American spiritual; Public Domain; Music: African American spiritual; arr.; This Far Faith; Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
