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October 16th, 2022 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on October 16th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship October 16th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

………………….

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………..

**PLEASE NOTE THAT THE BOILERS AT THE CHURCH HAVE NOT YET BEEN TURNED ON AND WITH THE SEASONAL TEMPERATURE CHANGE THE SANCTUARY MAY BE A BIT CHILLY. PLEASE DRESS ACCORDINGLY.

……………………….

Sunday October 16th, 2022, our new Pastor, the Rev. Laura Sauder will begin the next part of her ministry journey with us.  There will be a time of light refreshments following the service to meet our new pastor and for her to meet all of us. COME AND MEET PASTOR LAURA!

You are encouraged to make your way into the church building, as you are able, for this special service. 

………………………

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (October 9th) sermon by Supply Pastor Claudine Carlson: 

https://youtu.be/s1d8a10Lzfo 

……………..……….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
………………….
We joyfully welcome today Pastor Laura Sauder!
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 514 ‘O Word of God Incarnate’ 
1
O Word of God incarnate,


O Wisdom from on high,


O Truth unchanged, unchanging,


O Light of our dark sky:


we praise you for the radiance


that from the hallowed page,


a lantern to our footsteps,


shines on from age to age.

2
The church from you, dear Master,


received the gift divine;


and still that light is lifted


o'er all the earth to shine.


It is the chart and compass


that, all life's voyage through,


mid mists and rocks and quicksands


still guides, O Christ, to you.

3
Oh, make your church, dear Savior,


a lamp of burnished gold


to bear before the nations


your true light, as of old;


oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims


by this their path to trace,


till, clouds and darkness ended,


they see you face to face.

(Title:  O Word of God Incarnate; Text:  Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. Public Domain; Music:  Neuvermehrtes, Meiningen, 1693; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day:
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31
The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills;

from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord,

the maker of heaven and earth.

The Lord will not let your foot be moved

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.

Behold, the keeper of Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep;

the Lord watches over you;

the Lord is your shade at your right hand;

the sun will not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

The Lord will preserve you from all evil

and will keep your life.

The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,

from this time forth forevermore.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting Four Alleluia (Page 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.*
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 18:1-8
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)
A sermon on Genesis 32:22-31

Sunday, October 16th, 2022 – the 19th Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor Laura Sauder

Jacob is one of my very favourite characters in the Hebrew Scriptures and so I was delighted to see a story from his life in our assigned readings for today. I especially love this part of Jacob’s story – wrestling with God. It’s a moment that offers something powerful for us as a community of faith. It’s a story that speaks a beautiful word of hope into the challenges and struggles of our lives.

But before we get into that piece, I want us to back up a bit. To remind ourselves who Jacob is and to remember (or perhaps hear for the first time) some of the details of his story. Because this will help us understand why this moment in particular is so poignant and powerful.

At the heart of my fondness for Jacob is the fact that he is a character we can relate to. Jacob was not without his flaws. And in fact, Jacob’s flaws ought to make us feel better about our own, because he made a lot of mistakes in his life.

Now, life didn’t necessarily start out fair for Jacob (another reason we may have some sympathy for him). He was born the underdog, second to his twin brother Esau. While Esau was strong and a skillful hunter (which made Esau their dad’s favourite), Jacob was a quiet man who spent his days with his mom and the other women in the tents (which made Jacob their mom’s favourite).

Jacob was also born a trickster, or at least that’s how the story goes. Born second, he came out his mother’s womb gripping Esau’s heel. The name Jacob means ‘he grasps the heel’ which is a Hebrew phrase for deceptive behavior. Now we can have a debate about whether it’s nature or nurture, but the fact is, Jacob lives up to this name. 

As a young man, with the help of his mom, Jacob conspires to trick his dad and steal his brother’s birthright. When Esau finds out what has happened, Jacob has to run for his life and he makes his way to his uncle’s where he settles down to live and to work. 

While working for his uncle Jacob gets a taste of his own medicine because it turns out that his uncle is just as crafty as he is, continually tricking Jacob into working for him year after year. For fourteen years Jacob works for his uncle and during this time he marries, has children, and starts to accumulate wealth of his own (not without some tricks of his own I should mention, which is why Jacob’s on the move once again).   

Jacob wears out his welcome at his uncle’s and so he makes up his mind to return home. To finally face up to his past with his brother Esau. He takes his family, his servants, and his flocks of sheep, and runs away once more – this time from his uncle. 

And this is where we find him now. In trouble yet again. On the run. Anxious about the impending reunion with Esau. In the wilderness, literally fighting for his life with a mysterious man. 

And Jacob, after everything he’s been through, wrestles right back with everything he’s got.

It’s something, isn’t it, that Jacob doesn’t give up. I can’t help but wonder if his persistence and perseverance have something to do with the fact that he finally has a lot more to lose. He has a family now and as we know well, love is a powerful force.

He’s also had a lifetime of having to fight for what he’s got, so maybe fighting is just in his nature. 

Whether it was love or his well-honed survival instinct kicking in or some entirely new inner drive, Jacob wrestles through the night, holding his own, until at daybreak, the man finally gives up.

Jacob is injured – his hip put out of joint – but Jacob will not let go without getting something for his effort. He demands a blessing. 

For his persistence and perseverance, he receives his blessing – and a new name: Israel. Because he struggled with God and prevailed.

And the sun rises upon him as he continues on his way to meet his brother. Limping, but ready to face his past and his future, by the grace of God. 

Now Jacob’s story is one that has a lot of meaning on a personal level. But as we begin this new pastoral relationship, I’ve been wondering this week what Jacob’s story might mean for us as a community. 

Every pastor and every congregation has their history. You might say that like Jacob we too have our flaws and our blessings. 

I know only a little about yours; you don’t know much of mine yet; but that will change in the coming weeks and months as we get to know one another better. We’ll learn about each other’s strengths and weaknesses; and hopefully learn how to build on these gifts and strengths. 

There will be times when we disappoint one another – we are only human, even us pastors. My hope is that in those moments, when they come, that we don’t give up but that we persist in grace and love for one another. 

And dare I use the “P” word, but we are still navigating life in a global pandemic. Even though so much has changed for the better from 2.5 years ago we are still very much with Jacob by that stream, not yet sure of what lay ahead on the other side. 

We’ve already spent a lot of time wrestling, and we are tired, maybe even nursing our own wounds and hurts. And unfortunately the wrestling’s not done yet as we continue to figure out where God is calling us. As we figure out what ministry can and will look like on this side of the pandemic.  

But unlike Jacob, we do not wrestle alone. We have one another for support and encouragement as we persist in loving God and loving our neighbours. 

I will say, that although I’m just getting to know you, what struck me when I met with the call committee and with council before accepting the call to be your pastor, is that you so clearly love your church and you care about one another. And that is truly a blessing and a strength.

I know how hard it’s been for you to be without a permanent, full-time pastor, this past year and a bit. I will never profess to have all the answers, but I’m so excited to join with you as we wrestle together with these big questions – of what is God calling St Peter’s to do and to be in this moment. This work is daunting – we would do well to hold on to Jesus’ exhortation to pray always and not to lose heart. But this work is also equally exciting and hope-filled. 

Just as Jacob made it through the night of wrestling to see the sun rise upon him, we can trust that the sun will rise upon us too. We will be most definitely be changed. We will not be the same – and we may even be limping a little, but we can trust God is with us every step of the way and God is leading us forth.

And I for one, cannot wait to see where we end up.
AMEN
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 790 ‘Day by Day’
1
Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,


bringing comfort to my anxious soul.


Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me


draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal.


Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,


brings to naught the burdens of my quest;


Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,


where at last I'll find eternal rest.

2
Day by day, I know you will provide me


strength to serve and wisdom to obey;


I will seek your loving will to guide me


o'er the paths I struggle day by day.


I will fear no evil of the morrow,


I will trust in your enduring grace.


Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow


till in glory I behold your face.

3
Oh, what joy to know that you are near me


when my burdens grow too great to bear;


oh, what joy to know that you will hear me


when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.


Day by day, no matter what betide me,


you will hold me ever in your hand.


Savior, with your presence here to guide me,


I will reach at last the promised land.

(Title:  Day by Day; Text:  Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005; Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress.; All rights reserved. Used by permission.Music:   Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.
For the sun to rise upon your church, that in our struggles and our wrestlings, you will make your faithfulness known. Grant us persistence in proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O God.  C:  Your mercy is great. 
For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression and injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without visitors, and any who are ill or grief-stricken. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work, that with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice on behalf of others. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
For the beginning of this new ministry partnership. Bless us with eagerness to learn, grace to listen, and courage to venture forward together into the future you have set before us. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great. 
For those who are sick or in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts, we  give thanks for your healing presence and comfort. Hear us, O God.  C:  Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered.
For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace, that we remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word and deed. Hear us, O God. C:  Your mercy is great.  
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ACS # 1067 ‘For the Wholeness of the Earth’
1
We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it rising in you?

2
We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it spinning in you?

3
Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it rising in you?

(Title:  For the Wholeness of the Earth; Text:  Bret Hesla, b. 1957; © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission.Music: Bret Hesla, b. 1957; © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 
Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ACS # 1075 ‘O God, We Call’

O God, we call, O God, we call,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn for you.

(Title: O God, We Call; Text: Linnea Good, b. 1962; Text © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Linnea Good, b. 1962; Music  © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com ; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal

with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 545 ‘Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing’
1
Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,


fill our hearts with joy and peace;


let us each, your love possessing,


triumph in redeeming grace.


Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,


trav'ling through this wilderness.

2
Thanks we give and adoration


for your gospel's joyful sound.


May the fruits of your salvation


in our hearts and lives abound.


Ever faithful, ever faithful


to your truth may we be found.

3
Savior, when your love shall call us


from our struggling pilgrim way,


let no fear of death appall us,


glad your summons to obey.


May we ever, may we ever


reign with you in endless day.

(Title:  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing; Text: Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.

C: Thanks be to God.*

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
