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November 7th, 2021 All Saints Sunday – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on November 7th, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship November 7th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 
+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 587 328 1099 Canada       

+1 647 374 4685 Canada          
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada           
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

**********
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 348 ‘Stay With Me’ (Bradley Moggach – organ & bells)
Click here: https://youtu.be/uROjlxcwXOw 
Stay With Me’ Text: Taize Community; Music: Jacques Berthier; Tune: © 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Text: © 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent; Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé

All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE License # A 727610.

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Celebration of Saints:
God of all creation, mighty one who connects us all through all time and space, we give thanks and remember our loved ones who have died, going ahead to eternal life with you.

Jesus in the Gospel of John 17 assures us of our unity through all time with the Creator: "As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one".

We are completely one in Jesus. So, comforted by Jesus' own promises of unity with God through time, may we be assured and hopeful, as we grieve and celebrate those we remember today:  (we say the list of the names of people that we have on our list, and light a candle for them).

Stan (father of Pat Butler)
Ron (brother of Pat Butler)
Terry (friend of Pat Butler)
Roger Fischer (friend of Barb Jones)
Doug Hertel (friend of Bob Burden)
Penny Toogood (sister of Eugenia Schatz)
Mike Foley (husband of Barb Stuart)
Artur Pinnau (husband of Rosina, and father of Heide and Marli)
Heather Kelly (friend of Nyle and Hazel Schmidt)
Bob Schout (friend of Nyle of and Hazel Schmidt)
Helen Schmidt (sister-in-law of Nyle Schmidt)

Mirdza ‘Mitzi’ Lams (mother of Ed Lams)
Maryellen Trudeau (aunt of Linda Kahle)
Alice Nenonen (godmother of Linda Kahle)
Barbara Lapoint (friend of the Kahle/Lam’s Family)
David Brown (friend of Linda Kahle)
Jean Klemets (friend of Linda Kahle)
Glenda & Bob Biagini (cousins of the Kahle/Lam’s Family)
Lorne Katajamaki (Sunday School & Confirmand of the Kahle/Lam’s Family)
Frank Badinsky (friend of the Kahle/Lam’s Family)
Tom Green (friend of Linda Kahle)
Julie Ramsay (friend of Linda Kahle)
Mark Oliver (friend of Linda Kahle)
Lorraine Taylor (friend of the Kahle/Lam’s Family)
Eleanor Robinson (brother-in-law’s mother of the Kahle/Lam’s Family)
Janice Beirness (niece of Barbara Berg)
Helen Flanagan 
Eleanor Berg  
Bill Bojecko (friend)
Marie Di Simone (friend)
Carol Anne Garb (god-daughter)
Marilyn Comman (cousin) 
Jack Sanderson (cousin)
The First Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
 And he will destroy on this mountain
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
  the sheet that is spread over all nations;
  he will swallow up death forever.
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
  for the Lord has spoken.
 It will be said on that day,
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 24
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,

the world and those who dwell therein.

For the Lord has founded it upon the seas

and established it upon the rivers.

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord,

and who may stand in God’s holy place?

Those of innocent hands and purity of heart,

who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by what is false.

They shall receive blessing from the Lord
and righteousness from the God of their salvation.

Such is the generation of those who seek you, O Lord,

of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.

Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors,

that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?

The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors,

that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?

Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory.* 

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).

The Second Reading:   Revelation 21:1-6a
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
 “See, the home of God is among mortals.
 He will dwell with them;
 they will be his peoples,
 and God himself will be with them;
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
 Death will be no more;
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
 for the first things have passed away.”
  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to John 11:32-44 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon: (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Did you have fun last Sunday's trick-or-treating? Or you are totally against it because it is not so “Christian”. No matter which opinion you are holding, it is better for us to know the origin and development of Halloween in our All Saints Day celebration.

In ancient Celtic Britain, October 31st was the feast of Samhain (pronounced Sow-en), a feast that marked the end of summer and the beginning of winter, the time of year associated with death. It was the time of year when livestock was butchered and when all kinds of foods were preserved and put away for the long winter. The Celts also believed that on this night the spirits of the dead walked abroad and were invited into the light of the family hearth to share the warmth and the fruits of the harvest. It was, in fact, as much a celebration of traditional "family values" as it was an exercise in warding off evil. There were prayers for the dead, and there were also customs and rituals to look into the future. 

When the Church took over this annual holiday, it continued to honor the family dead, expanding the notion to include the departed members of the whole Christian family. The "hallows" are the "saints," so Halloween is Hallows' Eve, or the Eve of All Saints' Day, which has been celebrated on November 1st throughout the western Church since the ninth century. The saints are those members of the family whom the Church recognizes as having moved already into the company of saints in heaven.

There are other members of the family who are still waiting to join the company of saints. Some Christians believe that these people are in a place called Purgatory, a temporary home where they continue to be purified before being received into heaven. Other Christians simply follow the teaching of St. Paul that understands these people to be "asleep" as they await the return of the Lord at the end of time. In either case, they were still remembered by their earthly family, and very much needed their prayers. 

In medieval times, the great All Saints Day celebration began with a vigil on Halloween evening, a time of preparation, usually including fasting as well as prayer, and often including other customs of a homely nature. 

The modern American custom of "trick-or-treating" has evolved from a combination of different customs, some pagan, some Christian. At Samhain, it was believed that the spirits of the dead and various other ghosts wandered abroad, evoking fear and chaos. One way of dealing with these demons was to dress up like them and lead them away from homes and villages, thus the custom of dressing in costume on Halloween. 

Another way of dealing with them, particularly if they were believed to be the ghosts of family and friends, was to invite them into the light, to sit by the hearth and be warmed and fed, thus the custom of giving out treats. And this kind of custom was not limited to pagans. Christians, too, often believed that the dead were out and about on Halloween. Whether they were saints who could bring a blessing on the house or departed loved ones who were returning home, they were quite naturally welcomed.

Yet another custom that has a place in this is the medieval custom of "souling." Beggars would go from house to house asking for food (a "soul cake") in return for saying a prayer for the departed members of a household. 

It sometimes disturbs us when we see Children dressed like demons and places decorated by scary things, but witches and ghosts, unseen demons, and the souls of the dead wandering in the dark were very real to ancient people, and this should not surprise us. Even if it is nothing more than the fear of the unknown, fear of the dark is a common experience today, just as it was in more "primitive" times. 

In the age of wall switches that produce instant light in our homes and the glare of bright street lights that prevent our cities from ever being completely in the dark (except during the blackout time!), we may need to step back for a bit of historical perspective before we too quickly dismiss the Halloween "trick-or-treating" customs as pagan nonsense. 

Even if we are skeptical about witches and demons, we still have to deal with the reality of death, our own, as well as the death of ancestors, family, and friends who have gone before us. These days are days to bring death and the dead into the light: to acknowledge the loss and move beyond it; to mourn, but not to despair; to regret what needs to be regretted, but even more to celebrate what needs to be celebrated; to remember the past and have hope for the future; to see life as a gift and death as a new beginning; to pray for the departed and to ask for the prayers of the saints, remembering that we are all bound together by baptism into the Communion of Saints, in this life as well as in the life to come.
Hymn of the Day:  ELW 422 ‘For All the Saints’ (Bradley Moggach – organ)
Click here: https://youtu.be/FwezlPVjCg0 
Text: William W. How; Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams; Tune Name: Sine Nomine; © Words: 1982 The Jubilate Group; Music: Public Domain; Administrators: Hope Publishing Company, Public Domain; Used by Permission; CCLI License # 11098609
Prayers of Intercession:
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.

A brief silence.

Merciful God, we give thanks for all missionaries who have brought your message of hope to new communities and wiped tears away especially John Christian Frederick Heyer, Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg, Ludwig Nommensen whom we commemorate today. Continue to raise up courageous missionaries to share your gospel of hope. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation. Create communities of care for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be celebrated and cherished by future generations of saints. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all whose homelands are afflicted with violence. Strengthen those who continue to work for peace and support all veterans who carry the scars of war. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the clock to answer cries for help. Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, addiction, and all who long for healing in any way especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Sherrie, Nancea, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring people together for nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers, dishwashers, communion assistants, and meal ministry coordinators. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have inspired, challenged, loved, and taught us. Wipe away our tears and lead us by their example until we feast together on your holy mountain. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Holy God,

the earth is yours and everything in it,

yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.

Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,

and strengthen us to be your body for the world

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/-RnRfJoYmjs 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.

Now send us forth to extend our tables

and to share your gifts

until that day when all feast together

at your heavenly banquet.

Amen

Blessing:
God, the beginning and the end,

who has written your name in the book of life,

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace

from this time forth and forevermore. Amen.
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 569 ‘The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended’ (Bradley Moggach – organ)
Click here: https://youtu.be/bfb2AxbGPqc 
The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended; Text: John Ellerton; Music: Clement C. Scholefield; © Text: Public Domain; Music 2006 Thankyou Music

Used with permission. CCLI Licence # 11098609
Dismissal:
Led on by the saints before us,

go in peace to serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
