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November 28th, 2021 First Sunday in Advent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on November 28th, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship November 28th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 
+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada


Dial by your location:  
+1 587 328 1099 Canada        
+1 647 374 4685 Canada           
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada           
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
            

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

………………..
Pastoral Visits: 

Please know that our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits. Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

………………………
Preston Community Advent Candlelight Walk:

Please join us for our 1st  annual Candlelight Walk
When:  November 28th, 2021   Time:  6 pm – 7:30 pm
Where:  We will begin our journey at King Street Baptist Church, walk to Knox Presbyterian Church, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, St. John’s Anglican Church, and end at Trillium United Church. Come sing carols and hear the Christmas story on our journey together as we stop at the various churches.
This is an outdoor event: dress for the weather. Masks are not required, but are recommended for a large turn-out and at gathering points.
…………………..
CLWR BC Floods Appeal:
Massive floods and landslides have devastated parts of British Columbia, destroying roads and leaving several mountain towns isolated. At least three people are missing, some 18,000 people are displaced and authorities expect death tolls to rise.

CLWR invites you to pray for the people of British Columbia, and to consider making a gift to support recovery efforts. As we move to quickly identify partners well-positioned to respond effectively, your gift will provide emergency support and hope for recovery.

CLWR is accepting donations now on its website at clwr.org/BCfloods. Donations can also be made by phoning our office at 1.800.661.2597 (Monday to Thursday, 9:00 – 16:00 CDT) or by mailing a cheque to 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B 0W5.

Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR BC FLOODS.

………………………
FINANCE REPORT

As of October 31, 2021

Income                   $87,455.74

Expenses             $112,190.88

Net Income           -$24,735.14

+ CEWS                 $21,715.88     CEWS (Canadian Emergency Wage Supplement)

Loss                        -$3,019.26

Please contact the church office or your Treasurer if you would like to know your 2021 year to date contributions, or to request offering envelopes for 2022.

…………………..
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol

St. Peter's, 11th dramatic reading of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, was scheduled for December 10th. Unfortunately COVID-19 forced St. Peter’s to cancel this event. It is disappointing, but it is better, that we follow the Regional/Health guidelines that are in place for public gatherings.

St. Peter’s will host a Dramatic Reading of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, on Friday, December 9th, 2022. Many of the readers who participated in 2019, and were scheduled for 2020 and 2021, have indicated their interest in participating again. We just can't wait to listen to; Mike Mann, Karen Redman, Bryan Larkin, Eugenia Schatz, Michael Pryse, and Daiene Vernile.

As we have said in the past; Don't be a Scrooge. Please attend, support St. Peter's, the Cambridge Self-Help Food Bank and, recognize the prominent community members who donate their time to this event.

………………….
Christmas Carol Sing 

(with Ron Klinck at the organ, and special guests: David Durward Centre Bell Ringers)

When:  Wednesday, December 1st, 2021    Time:  1:00 – 3:00 pm

Where:  Central Presbyterian Church (7 Queen’s Square (Beside Main Street bridge)

Masking and distancing required!
……………………

Pastor Adam Snook is our guest pastor today – welcome!
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 259 ‘Fling Wide the Door’
1
Fling wide the door, unbar the gate;


the King of glory comes in state;


the Lord of lords and King of kings,


the Savior of the world who brings


his great salvation to the earth.

So raise a shout of holy mirth


and praise our God and Lord,


Creator, Spirit, Word.

2
He is the rock of our belief,


the heart of mercy's gentle self.
       His kingly crown is holiness;


his scepter is his loveliness;


he brings our sorrows to an end.


Now gladly praise our king and friend,


and worship him with song


for saving us from wrong.

3
Oh, happy towns and blessed lands


that live by their true king's commands.


And blessed be the hearts he rules,


the humble places where he dwells.


He is the rightful Son of bliss


who fills our lives and makes us his,


creator of the world,


our only strength for good.

4
Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ;


our hearts are open wide in trust.


Oh, show us now your lovely grace,


upon our sorrows shine your face,


and let your Holy Spirit guide


our journey in your grace so wide.


We praise your holy name,


from age to age the same!

(Title:  Fling Wide the Door; Text:  Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Music: J.A. Freylinghausen Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704; arr. © 2006 Ausburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you 

Prayer of the Day:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
Lighting the Advent Wreath:  Advent 1
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the first candle on this wreath,

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord

when he comes with all the saints and angels.

Enlighten us with your grace,

and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.*
Light one candle.

Hymn:  ELW # 240 ‘Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah’ (verse 1)

1
Light one candle to watch for Messiah:


let the light banish darkness.


He shall bring salvation to Israel,


God fulfills the promise.

 (Title: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954, Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.Music: Yiddish folk tune; setting arr. © 1984 Ausburg Fortress All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 25:1-10
To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths. R
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have trusted all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting. R
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.

You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. R *

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 3 (page 142 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 21:25-36
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Adam Snook’s voice here)
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’

+

My earliest elementary years were spent living in a quirky old house on Lincoln Street in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia – and our neighbours were Mr. & Mrs. Mosher. 

And that’s particularly important to this story…because Mr. & Mrs. Mosher were also our babysitters. GOD BLESS THEIR PATIENT HEARTS. 

Each day after school, my brother and I would toddle our way from our school to their house, where we would settle in for the afternoon with two of our absolute favorite people in the whole world. 

But while we certainly enjoyed being with them any day of the week – Thursday was our favorite day to spend at the Mosher house = because Thursday was the day that Mrs. Mosher baked bread (And she would always let us help). 

· The whole process normally started with a cookie (or two) while we got all of the necessary supplies out of the pantry (it just so happens that the pantry was also where Mrs. Mosher kept her cookies). 

· While we measured the flour – we normally flung a little at one another. Laughing unstoppably as cup after cup of flour was dumped into her big yellow Tupperware mixing bowl. 

· Once everything was measured and added, mixed and kneaded – she would let the dough rise on the stove. 

· She would sing – and we would sing with her.

· She loved to tell jokes – terribly un-funny (and yet we giggled all the same). 

· She washed the dishes – and we dried them while telling her all about our day at school. 

· And when the time finally came for the bread to bake – and as the smell of her hard work filled the house – we would gather in the living room where she would read us books about dragons and far-away lands…or tell us stories about what it was like growing up when she was a kid – which to us, also seemed like a far-away land!

You know, even all these years later – I can’t help but to smile when I think of Mrs. Mosher and of her fresh baked bread. Truth be told – it really was delicious, and bread-baking day really was our favourite day at the Mosher house. But what I’ve come to realize – is that it wasn’t the bread that made those days so special for my brother and I – not at all. Rather, it was all of those moments spent laughing, and joking, and eagerly hearing her stories. It was all those moments of genuine love that she tucked so neatly into the midst of our preparations. 

In this morning’s gospel reading, we hear Jesus’ warning to us when he says: Be on guard…stay alert…get ready! Sound familiar? I suspect that it does – and not only because these words were just read into our midst, either!? Rather, and if your experience has been anything like mine:

· then I would imagine words and warnings such as these have also been heard coming over the airwaves of your radio = ONLY 27 DAYS TIL CHRISTMAS…TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

· Words and warnings such as these have likely been found splashed across the front pages of your flyers = STORES OPEN EARLY ON BLACK FRIDAY…DON’T DELAY! 

· Words and warnings such as these have found their way into your email inbox = WHILE SUPPLIES LAST…GET IT WHILE YOU CAN! 
In some ways, these modern-day warnings that: time is running out…and don’t delay…and while supplies last: seem to grow louder with each passing year. 

But the season of Advent invites us into a different way of being, doesn’t it?! One of my favourite authors, Barbara Brown Taylor writes that the, earth is so thick with divine possibility that it is a wonder we can walk anywhere without cracking our shins on altars. Or – and to put it another way…GOD IS EVERYWHERE!! Isn’t that beautiful? That the divine…that God…is already – and will always be – all around us! It’s the promise that God is IN…WITH…OVER…ABOVE…AND THROUGH all things!
And that’s precisely the reminder that I needed this week when I thought about Mrs. Mosher and of those cherished days spent baking bread in her kitchen. Certainly, we tended to the work that needed to be done – we measured and mixed, we baked and cleaned. But interwoven throughout it all were times of surprising laughter – times of sacred story-telling – time for holy reflection. Interwoven throughout all of our bread-baking preparations – were wonderful moments of deep love. 

I believe that the same can be said for the season of Advent, as well. Advent doesn’t stand in opposition to the world around us – not at all! The sacred and the secular are far less at odds with one another than we assume. After all, Advent is a time set aside to prepare ourselves for the coming of our God into the midst of this world…into our midst! And so hang the lights. Trim the tree. Bake the cookies (especially if you drop a sampling off to the Synod Office :). Cook the meals…plan the parties…send the cards. Do what fills you with the joy of preparation– for these are indeed wonderful and beloved traditions that make these days so rich and meaningful. Because, and what I pray we’ll discover, as we go about our preparations – is that interwoven throughout it all: woven into the card-sending…and woven into the gift-giving…and woven into the cookie-decorating: will be moments of deeper meaning: moments that will guide us step-by-step closer to the manger. Dear friends, know that God is with you…already…and always!! Like Thursday afternoons at the Mosher house: let the laughter and the story-telling guide you…let the joy and the reflection remind you…and let our God’s deep love open your hearts to the ancient gift whose birth cries first broke the silence of night thousands of years ago…and who still promises to scatter the shadows again this year. 

For that kind of preparations….is truly the holy work of Advent!

You know, this will be my 15th Christmas ‘in the pulpit’. And I can confidently say – despite weeks of planning…and days of writings…and evenings of events: I have never felt ready. There has always been…one more visit…one more card…one more hymn-change…one more phone call. (Maybe you can relate!) 

But do you know what – as those lights are dimmed…and as the candles have all been lit…when the story is proclaimed…and as those first words of Silent Night begin to fill the world on Christmas Eve = I am yearly reminded that God cannot be stopped. Even better, is the promise that God will show up (over and over, again and again, year after year): when the presents have been wrapped…or when they still lay in a heap on the floor. When the cards have been sent…or when we just didn’t have time this year. 

That Baby will usher God’s light into this world!

And in that moment we will be reminded that it’s not about the hustle or the bustle. In that moment we will be reminded…that all of this…that all of these preparations: are about God’s love for us. A love so deep, that it became human and was born into our lives. A love that has come…is here…and will surely come again!

May your Advent be filled with holy preparation and prayerful pause. 

May these days overflow with the heartiest of laughter. 

And may the love of our God, whose promised advent has already begun to dawn, calm our worries, slow our pace, and open us to the assurance of the promised newborn king. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 245 ‘Creator of the Stars of Night’ 
1
Creator of the stars of night,


your people's everlasting light,


O Christ, redeemer of us all,


we pray you hear us when we call.

2
When this old world drew on toward night,


you came; but not in splendor bright,


not as a monarch, but the child


of Mary, blessed mother mild.

3
At your great name, O Jesus, now


all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:


all things on earth with one accord,


like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.

4
Come in your holy might, we pray,


redeem us for eternal day;


defend us while we dwell below


from all assaults of our dread foe.

5
To God the Father, God the Son,


and God the Spirit, Three in One,


praise, honor, might, and glory be


from age to age eternally. Amen.

(Title:  Creator of the Stars of Night; Text:  Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.; Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. Music: Plainsong mode IV; arr. © 1984 Ausburg Fortress All rights reserved.   Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession:
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Sherrie, Nancea, Helen, Sharon, Donald and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters especially the people of British Columbia, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of our waiting and watching,

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us

as we meet you in this simple meal,

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion:
Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 435 ‘Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending’ 
1
Lo! he comes with clouds descending,


once for our salvation slain;


thousand thousand saints attending


join to sing the glad refrain:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


Christ the Lord returns to reign.

2
Now redemption, long-expected,


comes in solemn splendor near;


all the saints this world rejected


thrill the trumpet sound to hear:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


See the day of God appear!

3
Yea, amen, let all adore thee,


high on thine eternal throne;


Savior, take the pow'r and glory,


claim the kingdom as thine own.


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


Thou shalt reign, and thou alone!

 (Title: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Thomas Olivers 1725-1799 alt.; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
