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November 27th, 2022 First Sunday in Advent– Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on November 27th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship November 27th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

……………………………….

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………………….

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (November 20th) service by Pastor Laura Sauder: 

https://youtu.be/TkW9QyV9u7o 

……………..……….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Please join us for the 2nd Annual Candlelight Walk
When:   November 27th, 6:00 – 8:00pm
Where:  We will begin our journey at St. John’s Anglican Church (567 Queenston Rd, Cambridge, parking lot). We end our journey at Trillium United Church (stay for fellowship, cookies and hot chocolate)

This is an outdoor event: Bring a candle (real or battery operated) Dress for the weather. Masks are recommended for large gatherings. Join in the carol singing and listen to the advent candles bring their story to life.

Start Advent off on the Right Path!

…………………………

Sing with Heart and Voice!

Addison Women’s Choir & Cambridge Male Chorus

Saturday, December 3, 2022 at 7:30 pm

Maranatha Christian Reformed Church – 94 Elgin Street South Cambridge

Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 3:00 pm

St. George’s of Forest Hill Anglican Church – 321 Fischer-Hallman Road Kitchener

Tickets $15 (12 & under FREE)

Tickets available from choir members & at the door.

http://www.addisonwomenschoir.com/ 

https://cambridgemalechorus.com/ 

……………………

St. Peter's, Preston, is excited to present 

Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, 

on 

Friday, December 9th @ 7:30 p.m.

Our last presentation was in 2019. As you know, Covid-19 changed everything.

Seven prominent members of our community, are excited to be involved with this Christmas event. Original music and Christmas refreshments make this, a special evening, not to be missed.

Please attend this event that supports St. Peter's and the Cambridge Food Bank.

I encourage your friends, and family, to come to St. Peter's on December 9th to listen to this classic story, written over 200 years ago.

Alex Black

……………………………

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present a Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 11 at 7:30pm at Trillium Lutheran Church (22 Willow St, Waterloo). Admission by donation.

……………………

St. Matthews Lutheran Church (54 Benton Street Kitchener) will host its first evening Advent Carol Service since 2019.  We will bring together the Mount Zion, Waterloo choir as well as singers from St. John's Roman Catholic Church choir on Strange Street, to join St. Matthews Sanctuary Choir and Celebration Bells in a service of readings, anthems and hymns for Advent. "A Star from Jacob Comes Forth" is our theme: Christ the Morning Star who comes to bring hope and salvation.
Sunday, November 27, 2022 at 7:00 pm.
Parking is available in the Duke Street garage across from the church for free on Sundays.

Freewill offering. Reception to follow the service.
…………………………..

Christmas Carol Sing
Wednesday, November 30th 2:00 – 4:00 pm
Join us as we sing some of your favourite Christmas carols (REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW)
With Ron Klinck at the organ
Special guests:  David Durward Centre Bell Ringers

Central Presbyterian Church
7 Queen’s Square (Beside Main Street bridge)
Telephone (519-623-1080 (9:30 am – 12:30 pm)
………………………..

It’s no secret that 2022 has been rough. On Sunday, Dec. 11th, at 3PM, please join us at St. Peter’s Church in downtown Kitchener (49 Queen St. N.) for a pandemic mindful, in-person Christmas Concert in support of the Food Bank of Waterloo Region. It will be an intimate and meditative event, centering on the music of O. Gjeilo, P. Hawes, as well as traditional sing-along carols. The concert will feature Midori Marsh (COC Ensemble Studio), Alex Hetherington (COC Ensemble Studio), Jeremy Scinocca (Vancouver Opera), as well as the combined chorus of the St. Peter's Choir and the Menno Singers. Brandon Leis and Vlad Soloviev will share musical leadership of the event.  Concert goers are encouraged to bring along monetary and/or food donations.

……………………..

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Call to Worship

L:  We have lost our way. 

C: We feel distant from hope. 

L:  We struggle to move forward. 

C: We need community for this journey. 

L:  Holy God, help us find our way to you. Amen.** 

Advent Candle Lighting - Hope

Reader 1 (The Gomes Family): Every journey requires us to move towards a destination. Sometimes we are not sure where we are going, so we look for clues that can lead us in the right direction. If we can only see the first steps in front of us, then let us seek ways to light the path before us. As we light this candle of hope we acknowledge that though this Advent trip we take together isn’t easy, we believe that we are moving towards a better future for all of creation. 

The candle of hope is lit

Reader 2 (The Gomes Family): God of Hope, light our way, make straight our paths, give us a vision and point us onward. Help us to travel together towards the manger. Amen.**
Hymn:  ELW # 266 ‘All Earth Is Hopeful’
1
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!


Furrows lie open for God's creative task:


this, the labor of people who struggle to see


how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.

2
People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:


"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";


she conceived him, "God with us," 

our brother, whose birth


restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

3
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;


new highways opened, new protocols declared.


Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!


All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!

4
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.


This same Lord Jesus today has come to live


in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see


our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.

(Title:  All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra ) Text & Music:  Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946; Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie:  ACS Setting 12 (page 31)
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.

Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy.

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
Prayer of the Day:
God of Hope, some days it feels like the end of the world is upon us, like there is no clear path forward. But that is when you remind us that the end of one thing also means opportunities and new beginnings. When we look toward the future, we want to see possibilities, but we struggle in the shadows of fear. Help us to put on your spiritual binoculars, so that when we look to the horizon, we see a vision that inspires us to continue on our journey- a journey that leads us closer and closer to your Realm of justice and love. Travel with us, Holy One, through these days of Advent. Inspire us with your true Hope, today and every day. Amen.**
Children’s Message:

Lesson Introduction: Pastor Laura
The prophet Isaiah speaks to a people who are living under threat of invasion by the powerful Assyrian empire. Things were not good and the people need a word of hope so they do not fall into despair. As we hear Isaiah’s words this morning, I wonder, who are the prophets speaking a word of hope in our time? Whose words keep us from falling into despair? Let us listen to the word…

The First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

This is what Isaiah, Amoz’s son, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
 In the days to come
    the mountain of the Lord’s house
    will be the highest of the mountains.
    It will be lifted above the hills;
        peoples will stream to it.
Many nations will go and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the Lord’s mountain,
    to the house of Jacob’s God
        so that he may teach us his ways
        and we may walk in God’s paths.”
Instruction will come from Zion;
    the Lord’s word from Jerusalem.
God will judge between the nations,
    and settle disputes of mighty nations.
Then they will beat their swords into iron plows
    and their spears into pruning tools.
Nation will not take up sword against nation;
    they will no longer learn how to make war.
Come, house of Jacob,
    let’s walk by the Lord’s light. (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Lesson Introduction: Pastor Laura
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” This is a quote that’s often attributed to Mahatma Gandhi. He didn’t say it, but it’s still a quote that I think is worth holding on to. I often think of this quote during this season of Advent, as we spend time focusing our attention on the future God has in store for us – the promise of the second coming when God’s peace and justice will reign. This is our Christian hope – and even though this future is not yet realized – this hope guides our actions here and now. As Paul instructs the Romans, we do our best to live in ways that embody the grace and love of God, because that’s the kind of world we want to live in and even though it is not realized yet, we live as if it were so, we strive to live in that way because that is what God desires of us. Let us listen to the word…
The Second Reading:  Romans 13:11-14 
As you do all this, you know what time it is. The hour has already come for you to wake up from your sleep. Now our salvation is nearer than when we first had faith. The night is almost over, and the day is near. So let’s get rid of the actions that belong to the darkness and put on the weapons of light. Let’s behave appropriately as people who live in the day, not in partying and getting drunk, not in sleeping around and obscene behavior, not in fighting and obsession. Instead, dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t plan to indulge your selfish desires. (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 24:36-44
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
“But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the heavenly angels and not the Son. Only the Father knows. As it was in the time of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  In those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. They didn’t know what was happening until the flood came and swept them all away. The coming Son of Man will be like that.  At that time there will be two men in the field. One will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill. One will be taken and the other left.  Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know what day the Lord is coming. But you understand that if the head of the house knew at what time the thief would come, he would keep alert and wouldn’t allow the thief to break into his house. Therefore, you also should be prepared, because the Son of Man will come at a time you don’t know. (CEB)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)
Sermon for the 1st Sunday in Advent 2022– Matthew 24:36-44

Advent is a season of preparation. Of preparing to welcome the baby Jesus; God’s love born into our world. And we have so many lovely traditions to help us get ready. We have wreaths and calendars to count down the weeks and days. We begin the work of preparing our homes for Christmas with decorations and lights and presents. Cooking and baking special foods. Attending the dramatic reading of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” at St Peter’s on December 9th. 

For some of us, it can be a harried and hassled time as we have too-long lists that we need to get through by December 24th. But we know, that no matter what. Whether things go according to plan or not, Jesus will be born on Christmas morning.

For many of us, the countdown to Christmas is where our minds are at, at this time of year. But then Advent 1 comes along and shakes us out our cozy, comfort.

In the Revised Common Lectionary – our set of assigned Scripture readings for worship – the Gospel lesson for the 1st Sunday of Advent always includes these apocalyptic, end of days, teachings from Jesus. Teachings that don’t offer any warm fuzzies. Teachings that instead instill feelings of fear, worry, anxiety, or even dread.

The disciples have asked Jesus to give them an inside scoop: “Tell us, when will these things happen? What will be the sign of your coming and the end of the age?” (Mt 24:3). 

This morning we jolted back to the reality that Advent is also about preparing for the day when Christ will come again. 

In his warnings, Jesus recalls another “end of the age” when God sent a flood to wash the world away and start afresh. Apart from Noah & his family, nobody knew what was happening until it was too late. 

Which, I guess, is something to be thankful for. At least we are given a warning. But how do we know if we’re really ready? How can we be sure we won’t be caught unaware and unprepared? 

These warnings tap into that part of us that’s always afraid of not being ready. How many here have had bad dreams about not being ready for something? For pastors the recurring bad dream, get up to the pulpit in front of a full church, open book to preach and the sermon is missing.

The idea of the world ending is terrifying. And yet, the idea of the world carrying on as it is now, is terrifying in its own way too.

There is so much pain and hurt and violence and greed – in our lives, our communities, our world. We know that the way many of us live on this planet – our levels of consumption – is not sustainable. 

We long for another way. We long for a saviour. But some days, the hope of something different feels impossible. Hope feels so far away. How do we find hope? How do we bring hope closer when we’re feeling weighed down by the world?

In her book “Atlas of the Heart,” Brene Brown writes that “hope is not what most of us think it is. It’s not a warm, fuzzy emotion that fills us with a sense of possibility.” It’s not sitting around and wishing for things to be different. Instead, hope is a way of thinking – it’s a perspective; it’s something we do; it’s a way of being in the world. (1)
Hope is about being able to set realistic goals and then figuring out how to achieve those goals, even when we face setbacks. In fact, hope is developed through adversity and discomfort – in the times of struggle. Hope is something that we learn to do by persisting through disappointment and trying again and again and again.

In this way, hope is more than simply wishing for things to be different than they are. Hope is actively working to bring about the changes we desire. Collaborating with others as we work toward the same goals.

When we hear Jesus’ warning to be ready, it’s natural to ask ourselves whether we will be the ones who are ready or the ones who are not. 

But if you have that sense within you that things are not as they should be; if you feel that sense of longing within your heart for things in our world to be different, know that this is a part of what it means to be alert – to keep awake.

Being alert is about being tuned in to the fact that all is not right in our world and wanting to do something about it.

Advent hope is the trust that things will not always be as they are now. It’s believing that tomorrow will not be the same as today.

If our Advent hope is the promise that there will come a day when God’s peace and justice will prevail, then we witness to that promise by working together for peace and justice in our community and in the world. 

Advent hope is not about keeping busy but of slowing down; of taking the time to listen to our own hearts, to one another, to our neighbours in need, to the cries of creation. 

Advent hope is about showing up again and again and again, stubbornly and persistently working for peace and for justice in the world, in big ways and in small ways, because Jesus has promised us that the world will not always be as it is now.

And so we hope. We trust that our small acts can indeed make a real difference; we trust that God depends on our acts of grace and love to mend and heal the world. 

We hope because we know there will come a day when Christ’s peace and love and justice will reign supreme; healing all the hurts and brokenness of this weary world. AMEN.
(1) Brene Brown “Atlas of the Heart” page 97-104.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 436 ‘Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying’
1
Wake, awake, for night is flying,


the watchmen on the heights are crying;


awake, Jerusalem, at last.


Midnight hears the welcome voices,


and at the thrilling cry rejoices:


"Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.


The bridegroom comes! Awake;


your lamps with gladness take!"


Alleluia! 


Rise and prepare the feast to share;


go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.

2
Zion hears the watchmen singing,


and all her heart with joy is springing.


She wakes, she rises from her gloom.


Her dear friend comes down, all glorious,


the strong in grace, in truth victorious:


her star is ris'n; her light is come.


Now come, O Blessed One,


Lord Jesus, God's own Son.

             Sing hosanna!


Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,


and follow to the banquet hall.

3
Gloria! Let heav'n adore you!


Let saints and angels sing before you,


with harp and cymbal's clearest tone.


Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming,


lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming,


with angel choirs around your throne.


No eye has caught the light,


no ear the thund'ring might


of such glory.


There we will go: what joy we'll know!


There sweet delight will ever flow.

(Title:  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying; Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Composite;Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
God of peace, beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war and violence. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth and for an end to hate motivated violence everywhere. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
Angels said it to startled shepherds,

Jesus said it to frightened followers,

And now these words which come from heaven

are shared to make us whole and make us one.

Peace be with you.

C: And also with you. ****
(A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community; Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music: ‘The Gifts of God’
The gifts of God for the people of God! 

Come now, for all is prepared.

The gifts of God for the people of God!

The gospel is among us.      

(Title:  The Gifts of God # 4238409; Text & Music:  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan ©2004 This Here Music (Admin. By rivers Voice, LLC); For use solely with the SongSelect  ® Terms of Us.All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
L: Generous God, we offer these gifts to you and to each other as we begin this journey. Use them to spread your good news of Advent hope to a world looking for a path forward. Light the way ahead with these offerings of time, talent, and treasure. Amen. **
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

L:   God be with you.
C:  And also with you.
L:   Lift up your hearts.
C:  We lift them up to God.
L:   Let us give thanks to God.
C:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
L:  Holy God, your Spirit of Creation and Redemption is, and has always been, with us. You have cast the stars into the heavens to guide our way and brought life forth from the shadowy deep. With the whole universe, we sing your praise and join the unending hymn:***
Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting 12)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*
Even though you are always traveling with us, it can feel as if we are isolated and alone, as if all the lights have gone out. 
We forget your presence, we stumble, and we lose our way. Again and again, you have sought us and waited patiently on the road for us. You have sent guides along the journey- from prophets to angels to John the Baptist, calling for the path to be straight. To all who are finding our way, you speak comfort and joy. 

To guide us to you in faith, you sent your son, Jesus, to illumine our hearts and to lighten our burdens, accepting within himself all that human experience can bring: weakness, vulnerability, joy, suffering, and hope. As we find our way to him, we acknowledge his own journey through the waters of Mary’s womb, to the torture of the cross, past the stone of the tomb. 

We remember when Jesus ate with his friends,

He took bread and after blessing it, broke it, said

   “Take, eat, this is my body given to you.

    Eat this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took a cup and giving thanks, passed it to his friends saying:

   “Drink. This is the cup of the new covenant

    which is poured out for you and many.

    Drink this in remembrance of me.”

Holy God, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup. Swirl around us making us into one body in your love.      

Remind us that we are never alone on the road when we make sure to leave no one behind. Amen.***
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
No matter your age or stage in life; no matter where you are in your walk of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s Table to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. Come, taste and see, that God is good!

This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW Hymn # 466 ‘In the Singing’ 

                                   ACS  Hymn # 980 ‘Come, Holy Spirit, Descend’

1
In the singing, in the silence, 


in the hands expectant, open, 


in the blessing, in the breaking,


in your presence at this table,

Refrain


Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ,


be the wine of grace;


Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ,


be the bread of peace.

2
In the question, in the answer,


in the moment of acceptance,


in the heart's cry, in the healing, 


in the circle of your people,  Refrain
(Title:  In the Singing; Text:  Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931; Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Carlton R. Young, b. 1926; © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

ACS # 980 ‘Come, Holy Spirit, Descend’

Come, Holy Spirit,


descend on us, descend on us.


We gather here in Jesus' name.

Additional verses ad lib.:


Come, Breath of heaven, . . .


Come, Word of mercy, . . .


Come, Fire of judgment, . . .


Come, great Creator, . . .


Come to unite us, . . .


Come to disturb us, . . .


Come to inspire us, . . .

(Title: Come, Holy Spirit, Descend; Text:  John L. Bell, b. 1949; Text © 1992, 1995 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949; music © 1992, 1995 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Prayer after Communion
L:  Holy God, we are grateful-

      for this journey to manger and table,

      for your bread of hope, for your cup of blessing,

      for your presence among us as we find our way. Amen.*** 

Blessing:
The God of peace,

who creates all things and calls them good,

who makes us alive in Jesus,

and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope,

☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 246 ‘Hark!  A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!’
1
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!


"Christ is near," we hear it say.


"Cast away the works of darkness,


all you children of the day!"

2
Wakened by the solemn warning,


from earth's bondage let us rise;


Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,


shines upon the morning skies.

3
See the Lamb, so long expected,


come with pardon down from heav'n.


Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,


one and all, to be forgiv'n;

4
So, when next he comes in glory


and the world is wrapped in fear,


he will shield us with his mercy


and with words of love draw near.

5
Honor, glory, might, and blessing


to the Father and the Son


with the everlasting Spirit


while unending ages run!

(Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! Text:  Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878; Public Domain; Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889 Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
L:  Go now with God’s Hope as your constant traveling companion. 

C: Thanks be to God.**
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