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November 14th, 2021 Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on November 14th, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship November 14th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 
+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 587 328 1099 Canada        
+1 647 374 4685 Canada           
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada           
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102
……………….

CLWR Gifts from the Heart:
Give a meaningful gift from the comfort of home with CLWR’s Gifts from the Heart catalogue. Your gift to a loved one will provide meaningful, tangible items for people around the world facing hunger, poverty and the threat of COVID-19. No matter which gift you choose, the gifts you give will change lives and touch your loved ones! Visit www.clwr.org/GFTH to learn more.

PASTORAL VISITS: 

Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
KW Taize Community:  

We are excited to be back for another contemplative service with Taize songs.  We will be hosting a service this Sunday November 14th at 4pm at St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Kitchener (56 Duke St W, Kitchener/ Kitchener City Hall LRT stop).

Preston Community Advent Candlelight Walk:

Please join us for our 1st  annual Candlelight Walk – 
When:  November 28th, 2021   Time:  6 pm – 7:30 pm
Where:  We will begin our journey at King Street Baptist Church, walk to Knox Presbyterian Church, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, St. John’s Anglican Church, and end at Trillium United Church.  Come sing carols and hear the Christmas story on our journey together as we stop at the various churches.
This is an outdoor event:  dress for the weather.  Masks are not required, but are recommended for a large turn-out and at gathering points.
……………………
Pastor Barry Boeckner is back again as our guest pastor today – welcome!

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 848 ‘Give to Our God Immortal Praise!
1
Give to our God immortal praise!


Mercy and truth are all his ways.


Wonders of grace to God belong;


repeat his mercies in your song.

2
God sent his Son with pow'r to save


from guilt and darkness and the grave.


Wonders of grace to God belong;


repeat his mercies in your song.

3
Give to the Lord of lords renown;


the King of kings with glory crown.


His mercies ever shall endure


when lords and kings are known no more!

(Title:  Give to Our God Immortal Praise! Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Public Domain; Music: arr. John Hatton, d. 1793; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
The First Reading:  Daniel 12:1-3
“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 16 
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;

I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,

upon those who are noble among the people.

But those who run after other gods

shall have their troubles multiplied.

I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,

never take their names upon my lips.

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;

indeed, I have a rich inheritance.

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.

I have set the Lord always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;

my body also shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor let your holy one see the pit.

You will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.* 

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).

The Second Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14 -25
Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
 “This is the covenant that I will make with them
  after those days, says the Lord:
 I will put my laws in their hearts,
  and I will write them on their minds,”
he also adds,
 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C:Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation for Zoom:  ELW # 174 ‘Celtic Alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Title:  Gospel Acclamation Celtic Alleluia; Text:  Public Domain. Music:  © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 13:1-8
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

 As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Barry Boeckner’s voice here)
One thing I have in common with a lot of people during the pandemic is how much more I am relying on stories.  I’ve always liked stories in a book or in a movie, or told in person but now, with more time to myself and by myself I’m into a lot more stories.  Maybe you are too.  And one of the things I like about our Christian faith is that our main book, our one book, is a book of stories.  Accounts told of women and men and even children.  The Bible is not essentially a textbook or a set of doctrines or lists of proper behaviour, much less definitions or a constitution.  The Bible touches us and reaches into our lives because it is a book of real stories about the faith and lives of people like you and me.

The gospel today is an account from Mark, one of the four story books telling of Jesus’ life.  There was once a child who loved for stories to be read and the child said to one of the story tellers, “I like a story that starts in the middle.”  Well, the gospel of Mark starts in the middle.  If you’ve ever noticed, the book of Matthew starts with the geneology of Jesus, a whole chapter of the begats...... And then, right from the start, the birth of Jesus.  With a large dose of teachings.

But Mark isn’t much for helping us with the origins and teachings of Jesus.  His contribution is to focus on action, the things that happened to Jesus, the events of his life.  It makes for lively reading.  It doesn’t start with Jesus’ ancestors or the birth of Jesus, it jumps right into the middle of Jesus’ life, when he is about 30 years old, and John the Baptizer is busily bursting with the news that Jesus is coming soon and that repentance is being asked of everyone.  

And today’s piece of Mark’s gospel is along the same lines.   It’s all lights, camera, action.

But before we get to Jesus and the disciples let’s set the scene with something similar to what I read for the text.  Imagine a ring of metal fence around a lovely old building, say a town hall or maybe an old hotel, and the bulldozers are revving up to tear it down.  Picture the sound of chainsaws as a lovely stretch of old growth forest is about to be leveled for a million board feet of lumber.  Or maybe, take in a tour of the mainline churches in the Eastern Synod and hear your Bishop intone that 50% of all these churches are on their last full time pastor.  Or, to hear that in 5 years, 1 in 3 churches will be closed and the for sale signs put up on the property.  But let me take this out of the realm of imagining.  There is in our Eastern Synod, in fact just 30 minutes away, a congregation that decided to tear down their building.  Next time you pass the corner of Bridgeport Road and Lancaster Street in Kitchener, look at the new building.  The members of St. Paul’s were facing shortfall.  No full time pastor.  Bills rising, income shrinking.  Ages of people growing, few if any young families.  And their lovely little church not much more than 70 years old.  Pretty new.  But what to do.  They tore it down, donated the land to Menno Homes and allowed a 5 story apartment to be built on their sight, for affordable housing and housing for handicapped residents.  With a corner of the lower floor as new space for their church space.  I’ve been in that space, and I plan to worship there with the people of St. Paul’s.  If you can picture these scenes then you’re ready for the gospel.

Let’s catch the action with Mark.  Jesus and the disciples have just visited the Temple in Jerusalem.  The buildings are vast, huge, with great foundations and lofty peaks, and there are lots of these very impressive buildings.  And like tourists impressed by all these things, the disciples declaim in awe and wonder, Wow, what gorgeous, huge, impressive architecture.  To which Jesus says the effect of ... whatever.  They are all agog and Jesus responds with, “Really?”  These very buildings will one day be gone, a thing of the past, history.  These human achievement are just so much passing glory.  Not one stone will be left upon another.  Too bad, so sad.  What’s to last is not these human accomplishments.  God has plans that don’t include a heritage list of properties, not even religious buildings will be spared.  

So, in the typical terse, dramatic action that Mark reports the stage is set.  Now, how will the disciples react?  What will they do in response?  How will they show up?  Well, spoiler alert here, it’s what Norm Habel once said when he typified the disciples as true 3 D.  Dear, delightful, dumbells.  They get it wrong as often as they get it right.  And when they could be zeroing in on the path of Jesus, they are off chasing down false rumours.  But I’m not being critical here or picking on these disciples, for such is the record of Jesus’ followers down through time, including me and you.

We are told pretty quickly what the response of the disciples is.  It is straightforward, they ask Jesus for a schedule, “Tell us when the end will come Jesus, what is the month, the day the year, these buildings will be coming down.  And give us the signs so we can’t mistake exactly when this is to occur. ‘In other words, what should we enter into our daytimers or write on our calendars.  

If this seems innocent and natural, please consider what they might have asked instead.  What are we to do, Jesus?  How should our focus change?  Are there things we should make sure we start doing, and what should we stop doing, to fit in better with God’s plans and not in awe of human tendencies?  What should our prayers be full of in light of your news, and what songs should we be singing, songs of lament or anthems of praise?  In other words, they totally miss what they should be actually doing about God’s plans and purposes for the world, all in favour of inside information and insider timing.

Again, I’m not being judgmental here or picking on these people.  I think I might have done the same thing, and I wonder about most of you as well.  Take the Covid pandemic as evidence.  I have become a pig for numbers.  How many new cases today?  How many in Ontario, how many in the Waterloo region.  What is the positivity rate?  Below 1% or now above 3%?  And what percentage of new cases occur in people who already have two shots of vaccination?  And how many people can we fit into worship?  And how far can singers stand from one another?  And what is the date, I want to know when, WHEN can I eat in a restaurant as I once used to do.  If my response to Covid is any sign, I also would have asked Jesus for the schedule and the timetable.

But Jesus is patient and gentle with these dear, delightful dumbbells.  He says, relax, don’t panic, don’t turn your clocks ahead or back, forget your daytimers, there are no reliable signs.  Don’t get hung up on when, focus instead on WHAT.  He says, no matter WHEN, and you can’t tell when, focus on what you can do, there is some action you should undertake.  Don’t be clock minders, calendar counters, number crunchers or schedule keepers – just WATCH.  

Be on the watch, that’s what you are do to do.  It’s there in just one word, later in the 13th chapter of Mark.  What are we to do until Messiah comes, watch.

In other words, pay attention to now, the present moment, be alert, be aware, be a wake to what is going on around you and within you right now.  One religious writer has coined a phrase that fits this dramatic moment, the eternal now!

I believe this is news for us, and good news, but mostly news.  I don’t know about you but sometimes my mind is filled with the past.  What I said, what I could have said, maybe should have said?  What people did to me, or said to me.  And before you know it, a thousand thoughts about the past rob this present moment of joy and potential and instead fill me with pain and regret.  The past can wipe out the present so easily.

And the future can be just as deadly.  What will happen to me?  How will I be able to cope?  What can I do about this or that or the other thing?  What if this happens or that takes place or so and so says this, and what should I say to that person?  The future can be so fraught with fear and anxiety that the present moment doesn’t stand a chance. And all the promises that God has given me and all the blessings God offers and the numberless mercies that are new each morning are blighted by pain from the past or fear about the future.

No wonder Jesus said, consider the lilies of the field.  They neither toil nor spin but not even King Solomon on all his glory was arrayed as one of these flowers, that are here today and gone tomorrow.

One of my favorite religious groups is the Shakers.  I don’t know if you know much about their religion.  You might well know more about their furniture.  A genuine, original Shaker table sits in Oprah Winfrey’s house, for which she paid hundreds of thousands of dollars.  Furniture plain but simple in its beauty.  Not fancy or highly decorated but having a harmony and a purity and a simplicity and a utility that is truly beautiful needing no ornamentation.  The religious sect behind this furniture was unusual – it was a millenial group, their proper name is the United Society of Believers in the Second Coming of Christ.  They lives in communities, getting as high as a couple dozen communities, with a total number of believers  never more than 5,000 souls.  They lived celibate lives, relying on farming and home industry for a living.  They started small, Mother Anne Lee and a handful of followers.  Came to their peak in the Eastern States in the late 1800-s.  One of their hymns says it all, “Tis a gift to be simple, tis a gift to be free.”  One of Mother Anne Lee’s sayings fits very much with our gospel for today.  She once said, “Do your work as if you had a thousand years in which to complete it, but as if your life would be required of you tomorrow.”  It was that contradiction: the way to live a precious, enduring life is as if you had forever but needed to focus on what is going on for you, right here and right now.” 

 You might think that the Shakers would be just a sidebar in history, and they did die out relatively soon.  The last Shaker Sister died a few years ago.  But their simple ways of living fully in the present moment provided a creative freedom that is noteworthy: listen to their list of inventions – the washing machine, the flat broom, the circular saw blade, the transom, the packaged seed business.  All and more from this tiny religious sect.

Jesus nailed it in one word, WATCH.  Be alert, be awake, be alive. It is truly amazing what happens when you concentrate on what God is doing for you and with you, and around you and within you right here and now.  The eternal now.  What comes into your life now, will be a continuation, a bequest of the past.  God will look after that.  What came before that was good will produce fruit in good time.  We don’t need to sort that out.  God is working to accomplish things that will make sense of the best of our past.  And the future is also now being worked out by God.  You don’t know what tomorrow will hold.  But we do know that whatever comes God will be holding us.

So let us make more use of now.  Now is the time to be silent.  Now is the time to seek solitude.  Now is the time to let be.  Now is the time for prayer and meditation.  Now is the time to read scripture and reflect on it.  You could actually say that now is the only moment that exists.  What happened yesterday is now past and gone.   What will happen in the future is not yet to be seen.  And unless we tend to the present moment, my guess is that the future will be poor and meager, compared to what God new things is wanting to do with us.  Now is the time for faith and hope and love.  Now is the time to cherish the mercies God that are fresh each morning.

Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 726 ‘Light Dawns on a Weary World’ 
1
Light dawns on a weary world

when eyes begin to see

all people's dignity.

Light dawns on a weary world:

the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain

The trees shall clap their hands;

the dry lands, gush with springs;

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!

We shall go out in joy,

and be led forth in peace,

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

2
Love grows in a weary world

when hungry hearts find bread

and children's dreams are fed.

Love grows in a weary world:

the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain
3
Hope blooms in a weary world

when creatures, once forlorn,

find wilderness reborn.

Hope blooms in a weary world:

the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain
(Title:  Light Dawns on a Weary World; Text:  Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953; Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  William Rowan, b. 1951; © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession:
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.

A brief silence.

God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere with humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm in religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your reconciling love. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God our constant, you love our universe from beginning to end. As the seasons change, protect animals that migrate and hibernate. Bring them safely to a sheltered place and a more abundant season. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give wisdom to all elected leaders and officials to govern with insight and compassion. Make them mindful of the well-being of all people so that your world will flourish. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those affected by natural disasters. Come to the aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines, floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, and the first responders who support them. Calm their fear, supply their need, and be the solid ground beneath their feet. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God our guide, you are greater than we can imagine. Surround congregations with your expansive inclusion. Be present in the midst of disagreements, differences, and questions. Unite people of diverse viewpoints in the love of Christ. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Loving God, you are with us at all times, letting your gentleness be known among those who are sick or in need of comfort, especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Sherrie, Nancea, Helen and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.  God, in your mercy, Assisting Minister: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our beginning and our end, your beloved people shine like the brightness of the sky. We thank you for the lives of all who rest in your eternal mercy, from famous saints to the people we have loved. Assure us of your resurrection promise. God, in your mercy,  C: hear our prayer.
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Holy God,

the earth is yours and everything in it,

yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.

Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,

and strengthen us to be your body for the world

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/-RnRfJoYmjs 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.

Now send us forth to extend our tables

and to share your gifts

until that day when all feast together

at your heavenly banquet. Amen

Blessing:
God, the beginning and the end,

who has written your name in the book of life,

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace

from this time forth and forevermore. Amen.

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 623 ‘Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me’ 
1
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,


let me hide myself in thee;


let the water and the blood,


from thy riven side which flowed,


be of sin the double cure;


cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

2
Not the labors of my hands


can fulfill thy law's demands;


could my zeal no respite know,


could my tears forever flow,


all for sin could not atone;


thou must save, and thou alone.

3
Nothing in my hand I bring;


simply to thy cross I cling.


Naked, come to thee for dress;


helpless, look to thee for grace;


foul, I to the fountain fly;


wash me, Savior, or I die.

4
While I draw this fleeting breath,


when mine eyelids close in death,


when I soar to worlds unknown,


see thee on thy judgment throne,


Rock of Ages, cleft for me,


let me hide myself in thee.

 (Title: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me; Text:  Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778; Public Domain; Music:  Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Led on by the saints before us,

go in peace to serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
