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March 6th, 2022 First Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on March 6th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship March 6th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   
+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 438 809 7799 Canada         
 +1 587 328 1099 Canada         
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada           
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4 
…………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………………
Important Dates from Church Council (Note:  Date Change for AGM)

March 27, 2022 - Annual General Meeting following worship (in-person and on zoom)

Church Council invites congregation members to submit a nomination profile to them by March 1st if you are interested in a position on council. Please call the church office at 519-653-4721 to make arrangements to receive a form.

………………………………
As the crisis unfolds in Ukraine, CLWR is calling on Canadians to pray for peace, and to give generously in support of CLWR partners as they respond to urgent humanitarian needs in the region.  

CLWR joins its partners and people around the world in calling for an immediate end to violence. As fighting intensifies, early estimates are that millions could be rapidly displaced, creating a widespread humanitarian crisis.

CLWR partners in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries are closely monitoring the situation and preparing to respond with immediate humanitarian needs including food, shelter, emergency supplies and trauma support.

Your gift today will provide critical aid to families facing this crisis.  Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR Crisis in Ukraine, or via their website - Donate Now<https://easternsynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5e56632889b5dce16808ff34&id=cd455d3b75&e=685cb772e6>

………………………
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 326 ‘Bless Now, O God, the Journey’
1. Bless now, O God, the journey 

that all your people make,

the path through noise and silence, 

the way of give and take.

The trail is found in desert 

and winds the mountain round,

then leads beside still waters,

the road where faith is found.

2. Bless sojourners and pilgrims 

who share this winding way;

your hope burns through the terrors, 

your love sustains the day.

We yearn for holy freedom

while often we are bound;

together we are seeking 

the road where faith is found.

3. Divine eternal lover, 

you meet us on the road.

We wait for land of promise 

where milk and honey flow,
but waiting not for places, 

you meet us all around.

Our covenant is written 

on roads, as faith is found.

(Title: Bless Now, O God, the Journey; Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993; Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Welsh tune, 19th cent. Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.” When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 91:1-2, 9-16 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,

who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—
you will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my stronghold,

my God in whom I put my trust.”

Because you have made the Lord your refuge,

and the Most High your habitation,

no evil will befall you,

nor shall affliction come near your dwelling
For God will give the angels charge over you,

to guard you in all your ways.

Upon their hands they will bear you up,

lest you strike your foot against a stone.

You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;

you will trample down the lion and the serpent.

I will deliver those who cling to me;

I will uphold them, because they know my name.

They will call me, and I will answer them;

I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.

With long life will I satisfy them,

and show them my salvation.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Romans 10:8b-13
“The word is near you,
  on your lips and in your heart”
that is, the word of faith that we proclaim; because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  Assisting Minister: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  WOV # 615 ‘Return to the Lord’ 
Return to the Lord, our God,

return to the Lord our God,

who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love.

(Title:  Return to the Lord; Text: Joel 2:13; Public Domain; Music:  Jay Beech, b. 1960; Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 4:1-13
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ”

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written,
 ‘Worship the Lord your God,
  and serve only him.’ ”
  Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written,
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,
  to protect you,’
and
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Today is the 1st Sunday in Lent. Usually Christians are giving up something during this season to remember Jesus’ 40-day’s fasting in the wilderness. Last week when one of my friends asked me what I would give up for Lent, a funny cartoon I read long time ago popped up in my mind. 

In this cartoon, a church goer is sitting in his comfortable couch with a can of beer in hand and half a dozen more resting on the floor. When his wife asks him “what are you giving up for Lent, darling?” The man simply replies, “offering.”

So, I want to talk something about offering. And I really hope what you are giving up for Lent this year is NOT offering.

Today's first reading comes from the book of Deuteronomy – the fifth book of the Hebrew Bible and the last of those traditionally ascribed to Moses. The name “Deuteronomy” literally means “repeated words”. This book has always been functioning as an instruction book for young children and newly converted Jews’ religious education. And it is the most quoted Old Testament book by Jesus during his ministry. Actually three times in today’s Gospel reading, Jesus’ responses toward Satan’s temptations are all from Deuteronomy.

In today’s passage, Moses reminded the whole Israelites to focus back on the source of their properties and possessions and their blessings. Moses reminded them the land flowing with milk and honey was a pure gift from God; their prosperity was God’s pure mercy and grace; and their offering was a token of their gratitude, which with God’s blessing became source of living for those who didn’t have their own properties and source of income, like the Levites and the foreigners residing among them.

In our ELW worship book, we have 3 suggested offertory prayers, the 3rd one is like this: “Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.”

Read it carefully, and listen to it carefully every time this prayer is read, for it really tells us the meaning and purpose of offering. And offering is totally different from donation, the term we are more familiar with in the world we are living. Donation is based on sympathy, but offering is not. Offering is pure gratitude toward God’s pure gift of salvation.

Since now we know the meaning and purpose of offering, does it make offering easier for us?

Perhaps not. Let me tell you why.

When you go to the doctor for your annual checkup, he or she usually takes your temperature, checks your blood pressure, and pokes and prods in places to make sure everything checks out OK. The doctor will ask, "Does this hurt? How about here?"

If you cry out or admit that you are experiencing discomfort in a particular area, one of two things has happened:

• The doctor might have just pushed too hard in that area without the proper sensitivity, or  

• There is something truly wrong lying beneath the surface.  

In much the same way, believers often cry out in discomfort when God pushes us and prods us in sensitive areas of life.  And one of these areas is offering.

When it comes to giving to God, it's not supposed to be a discomfort for believers. God's Word says we are to give cheerfully unto Him and without reluctance!

2 Corinthians 9:6 says, "Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously." Literally, if you withhold from the Lord what He has provided you, then you are not experiencing or expecting his blessings in full, but if you give cheerfully and sacrificially, it wouldn’t increase your blessing, but it will definitely help you to appreciate and celebrate your blessings much more fully.  

In the last 2 and half years, due to the COVID 19 pandemic lockdown order, our Sunday in person worship has been up and down, alone with our offerings. How are we going to response to this situation?

What are you giving up for Lent this Lent? I hope it is not offering. Since we have experienced blessings and protection from God more clearly during this difficult time. And it's the time to show our response to our gratitude toward our God and our church.

Amen
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 325 ‘I Want Jesus to Walk with Me’ 
1
I want Jesus to walk with me;


I want Jesus to walk with me;


all along my pilgrim journey,


Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

2
In my trials, Lord, walk with me;


in my trials, Lord, walk with me;


when my heart is almost breaking,


Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

3
When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;


when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;


when my head is bowed in sorrow,


Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

(Title: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me; Text:   African American spiritual; Public Domain; Music: Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession: 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your people learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all plant and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command your angels concerning all who are sick especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the table for our communion celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of this meal with those who are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for those who have died. Gather them with all the saints into your heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call upon your name are saved. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsiaRdyFr50 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion 
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ELW # 476 ‘Thee We Adore, O Savior’ (verses 1 & 2)

1
Thee we adore, O Savior, God most true,


thy glory clothed in bread and wine anew;


our hearts to thee in true devotion bow,


in humble awe, we hail thy presence now.

2
O true remembrance of Christ crucified,


the bread of life to us for whom he died;


lend us this life then; feed and feast our mind,


be thou the sweetness we were meant to find.

(Title: Thee We Adore, O Savior; Text:  Thomas Aquinas, 1227-1274; tr. Gerard Manley Hopkins, 1844-1889, and James R. Woodford, 1820-1885, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Arr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope

to a world in need.

Amen.*
Blessing:
You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

☩ bless you this day and always.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 768 ‘Lead Me, Guide Me’ 
Refrain:

Lead me, guide me along the way

For if you lead me, I cannot stray

Lord, let me walk each day with thee

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.
I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r

To help me over my weakest hour

Help me through the darkness thy face to see

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain
Help me tread in the paths of righteousness

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress

I am putting all my trust in thee

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain
I am lost if you take your hand from me

I am blind without thy light to see

Lord, just always let me thy servant be

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain

(Title: Lead Me, Guide Me; Text: Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music, c/o Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.

Thanks be to God.*

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
