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March 2nd, 2022 Ash Wednesday – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 6:30 pm on March 2nd, 2022, can be found here: 
Ash Wednesday Worship March 2nd, 2022 06:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 7:00 pm. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81087844994?pwd=WWtWUGJVYVdYcFlPTm9YSzVsUlVXUT09
Meeting ID:   810 8784 4994            Passcode:  427035

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the One tap mobile option:

+16475580588,,81087844994#,,,,*427035# Canada           
+17789072071,,81087844994#,,,,*427035# Canada

Dial by your location:          
+1 647 558 0588 Canada         
+1 778 907 2071 Canada            
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada         
+1 587 328 1099 Canada            
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
Meeting ID: 810 8784 4994           Passcode: 427035

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbRjp1KbX2 
………………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………………
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
The assembly gathers in silence

Welcome 

Silence for Reflection

Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 321 ‘Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church’
1
Eternal Lord of love, behold your church

walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent,

led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,

moved by your love and toward your presence bent:

far off yet here—the goal of all desire.

2
So daily dying to the way of self, 

so daily living to your way of love,

we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,

knowing ourselves baptized into your death:

so we are dead and live with you in God.

3
If dead in you, so in you we arise,

you the firstborn of all the faithful dead;

and as through stony ground the green shoots break,

glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r,

so into life and glory shall we wake.

(Title:  Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church; Text: Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003l; Text © Thomas H. Cain; All rights reserved. Used by permission of estate. Music: Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
  sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
  for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
 a day of darkness and gloom,
  a day of clouds and thick darkness!
 Like blackness spread upon the mountains
  a great and powerful army comes;
 their like has never been from of old,
  nor will be again after them
  in ages to come.
 Yet even now, says the Lord,
  return to me with all your heart,
 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
  rend your hearts and not your clothing.
 Return to the Lord, your God,
  for he is gracious and merciful,
 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
  and relents from punishing.
 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
  and leave a blessing behind him,
 a grain offering and a drink offering
  for the Lord, your God?
 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
  sanctify a fast;
 call a solemn assembly;
  gather the people.
 Sanctify the congregation;
  assemble the aged;
 gather the children,
  even infants at the breast.
 Let the bridegroom leave his room,
  and the bride her canopy.
 Between the vestibule and the altar
  let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
 Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,
  and do not make your heritage a mockery,
  a byword among the nations.
 Why should it be said among the peoples,
  ‘Where is their God?’ ” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 51:1-17 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;

in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

Wash me through and through from my wickedness,

and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my offenses,

and my sin is ever before me.

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;

so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,

a sinner from my mother’s womb.

Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,

and would have me know wisdom deep within.

Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness;

that the body you have broken may rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my wickedness.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Let me teach your ways to offenders,

and sinners shall be restored to you.

Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.

You are not pleased with burnt offering.

The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;

a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10
We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says,
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  WOV # 615 ‘Return to the Lord’ 

Return to the Lord, our God,


return to the Lord our God,


who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

       and abounding in steadfast love.

(Title:  Return to the Lord; Text: Joel 2:13; Public Domain; Music:  Jay Beech, b. 1960; Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Last week, a photo caught my eyes when I was surfing the net. In this photo of a paved road and an iron cover, bright blue paint marks out the place where some work needs to be done. There is no mistaking the intention or the purpose of the colourful lines and lettering. Soon the surface here will be dug up and whatever lies beneath the iron cover will be replaced, repaired or removed. To the people passing by, the paint on the pavement is not just a sign of something wrong underneath, but also a visible assurance that what is wrong here is shortly going to be put right. This sign shows that someone cares. Someone will get below the surface and fix this.

The reason why this photo caught my attention was because one of the liturgical colours of Lent season is blue and the painting of a sign on the surface reminds me what we do on Ash Wednesday, painting a sign of cross with ashes on our foreheads. Staring at this photo, I wonder whether Lent has the same sense of expectation and purpose as that implied by the bright blue paint? 

Lent is the time when we are marked for renewal. The sign of the cross on our forehead defines where God's grace desires to get to work. Every year, many people get this sign of cross marked on their foreheads, on top of the old sign that has faded away. It is just like sometimes fresh paint is applied on top of many layers of faded blue at the same place; some areas of weakness persist and require constant attention. Elsewhere the vivid blue paint will take us by surprise. In both cases God yearns to mark out the hope and expectation that love longs to get below the surface and put things right. We might be tempted to leave things as they are within us, but God knows that we deserve so much better than that.

So don’t be shy about the cross on your forehead, don’t be shy about the bright blue sign Jesus painted on our life. Being Christians, we are not witnessing God’s love through our strength and success only; we are demonstrating God’s love through our weaknesses and struggles also. The sign of the cross on our forehead demonstrates that our faith is meant to make a real difference, and it does make a difference. 

And I’d like to use St. Augustine’s prayer to conclude this sermon.

Let us pray:

O Lord, to whom shall I cry but to you?

The house of my soul is narrow;

enlarge it that you may enter in.

It is ruinous, O repair it!

It displeases Your sight, O cleanse it.

Protect me from my secret faults, O Lord,

and spare Your servant from all sins.

- St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430)

Silence for Reflection

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 328 ‘Restore in Us, O God’ 
1
Restore in us, O God,


the splendor of your love;


renew your image in our hearts,


and all our sins remove.

2
O Spirit, wake in us


the wonder of your pow'r;


from fruitless fear unfurl our lives


like springtime bud and flow'r.

3
Bring us, O Christ, to share


the fullness of your joy;


baptize us in the risen life


that death cannot destroy.

4
Three-personed God, fulfill


the promise of your grace,


that we, when all our searching ends,


may see you face to face.

(Title:  Restore in Us, O God; Text:  Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944; Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933; Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Invitation to Lent:
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

Confession of Sin (ELW page 252)

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

C: we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault,

by our own fault,

by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 

We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, 

the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, 

we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, 

and our exploitation of other people, 

we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.
Our negligence in prayer and worship, 

and our failure to share the faith that is in us, 

we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, 

and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, 

our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 

and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 

we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, 

and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.  

Imposition of Ashes   (ELW page 254)
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 

that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
Minister asks the congregation members to mark their forehead with a cross, while he is saying:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.* 
After those who desire ashes have received them, the minister continues:
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.*
Minister addresses the assembly.
Almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.*
Prayers of Intercession:
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Renew your church, O God. When we have drifted from our call to proclaim repentance and to guide your people toward justice, lead us back to you. Encourage believers who hold the church’s doors open to those who have felt excluded. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Renew your creation, O God. Transform parched places into watered gardens and preserve every creature that awaits the arrival of spring. Turn each of us from practices of environmental exploitation to become responsible stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Renew our civic life, O God. Teach those in authority to advocate for the liberation of all who are oppressed and grant them courage to make difficult decisions. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Renew our lives, O God. Spare your people from diseases of the body, mind, or spirit and send healing to those overcome by illness or grief especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Restore to us the joy of your salvation. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Renew this congregation, O God. During these forty days of Lent, confirm our sense of mission and expand our imagination for ministry. Deepen our faith, increase our love, and draw us into your unfolding work of healing and restoration. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

As we mark ashes on our foreheads, we give you praise, O God, for all the saints who died and yet are alive with you especially John Wesley and Charles Wesley, whom we commemorate today. Receive us with them into your eternal embrace. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsiaRdyFr50 
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope

to a world in need.
Amen.*
Blessing:
You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

☩ bless you this day and always.

Amen.*
Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.*
Leave in Silence

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
