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March 12th, 2023 Third Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal
ZOOM INFORMATION: 

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on March 12th, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship March 12th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
……………………………….
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

Lenten Discussion Series – Bless the Lent We Actually Have

On Zoom, Wednesdays at 7:15PM

The ZOOM link for this series opens at 6.45 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86719040403?pwd=akxCWllYMXYySjUxNUxuUlJzTkxxQT09 

Meeting ID:  867 1904 0403      Passcode: 865095
March 15 – Blessed Are Those Who Suffer

March 22 – Blessed Are The Lonely

March 29 – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Each session will be about 45 mins. You’re invited to join us for any or all, as you are able and interested. For more information, contact Pastor Laura at pastor@st-peters-cambridge.org
……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Bradley Moggach Sunday March 19, 2023 at 3:00 PM

$10.00 at the door (Students free)

…………………………………

Here is the YouTube link for the sermon from this past Sunday’s (March 5th) service: https://youtu.be/zrHuHT-H3yU 
……………………….

This Easter… Dress up breakfast and brunch with Dettweiler Mennonite Style Breakfast Sausage.  100% pure pork sausage, no filler, no preservatives, and no gluten.  Just real pork with salt, pepper, and a touch of brown sugar, in a natural casing.

$6.75 / PKG (Approximately 1 Pound, 12 Breakfast Sausages)

Please Place your order by March 26 for April 1/2 pickup @ St. Peter’s

Please contact Alex Black at St. Peter’s Preston - 519.653.4721

………………………………

You can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s, Preston. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Send an email to or alexblack@sympatico.ca or call the church office at 519-653-4721 to order your own locally produced fresh Maple Syrup.

……………………………….

Our friends at Esta Chocolates have two items, perfect for Easter gifts.

Easter Cone Bags; 15 assorted Truffles, wrapped individually, and packaged, ready to share, with family, friends, and colleagues.  $9.00 / Package
Easter Bunny Truffles; 7 Bunny Truffles with Caramel and Milk Chocolate Centres, wrapped individually, and packaged, ready to share, with family, friends, and colleagues. $5.50 / Package
Please contact Alex Black at St. Peter's Preston 519-653-4721

…………………………………

The annual meeting will be held in the sanctuary on March 26 following worship. Coffee and tea will be available (no potluck). You are invited to bring a snack or a brown-bag lunch if you wish. Annual reports will be handed out to the congregation on March 12, 2023. 
……………………………….

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present Rachmaninoff’s All Night Vigil (Vespers) at Trillium Lutheran Church (22 Willow, Waterloo) on Saturday, April 1 at 7:30pm. 

$25 Adults. $5 Children/Students. Tickets available on-line or at the door (cash or credit)  www.mennosingers.com
………………………………
Bible Study will be in the Art Room on Mondays at 3:00PM, beginning March 6th.

Please join us – all are welcome!
…………………………..

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
……………………………
Presiding Pastor:  Rev. Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Land Acknowledgement:
With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the treaty land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Confession & Forgiveness:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who looks upon us in compassion,

forgives our sin,

and heals our lives.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy, O God,

C: against you, you alone,

we have sinned.

In your compassion,

cleanse us from our sin

and take away our guilt.

Create in us a new heart

and give us a steadfast spirit.

Do not cast us away,

but fill us with your Holy Spirit

and restore your joy within us.

Amen.

As tender as parent to child,

so deep is God’s compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.

C: Blessed be God forever.

Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 532 ‘Gather Us In’

1
Here in this place the new light is streaming,


now is the darkness vanished away;


see in this space our fears and our dreamings


brought here to you in the light of this day.


Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,


gather us in, the blind and the lame;


call to us now, and we shall awaken,


we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2
We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,


we are the old who yearn for your face;


we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,


called to be light to the whole human race.


Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,


gather us in, the proud and the strong;


give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,


give us the courage to enter the song.

3
Here we will take the wine and the water,


here we will take the bread of new birth,


here you shall call your sons and your daughters,


call us anew to be salt for the earth.


Give us to drink the wine of compassion,


give us to eat the bread that is you;


nourish us well, and teach us to fashion


lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4
Not in the dark of buildings confining,


not in some heaven, light years away—


here in this place the new light is shining,


now is the kingdom, and now is the day.


Gather us in and hold us forever,


gather us in and make us your own;


gather us in, all peoples together,


fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

 (Title: Gather Us In; Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 
Kyrie:  ELW Setting 4 (page 147) 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day:
Gracious God, you have welcomed all people into your kingdom. Remove from us the barriers that we build to keep people from you, so that all might live in your grace and peace. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
Exodus 17:1-7

“Is the Lord really with us or not?”
This question posed by the Israelites is one that echoes in our lives when we face hard or scary or painful things. We can’t help but wonder where God is when bad things happen.
Our cries are not always answered as promptly and as completely as the water from the rock; but our promise and our hope is that just as God had not abandoned the Israelites in the wilderness, God does not abandon us. Let us listen to the word……
The First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
The whole Israelite community broke camp and set out from the Sin desert to continue their journey, as the Lord commanded. They set up their camp at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people argued with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses said to them, “Why are you arguing with me? Why are you testing the Lord?”
 But the people were very thirsty for water there, and they complained to Moses, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt to kill us, our children, and our livestock with thirst?”
So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do with this people? They are getting ready to stone me.”
The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of Israel’s elders with you. Take in your hand the shepherd’s rod that you used to strike the Nile River, and go.  I’ll be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Hit the rock. Water will come out of it, and the people will be able to drink.” Moses did so while Israel’s elders watched.  He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites argued with and tested the Lord, asking, “Is the Lord really with us or not?  (CEB)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
Romans 5:1-11

The apostle Paul knows a thing or two about suffering. After becoming an apostle and missionary for the gospel, he faced every hardship imaginable: beatings, imprisonments, shipwrecks, a thorn in his flesh. It’s no wonder the theme of suffering or ‘problems’ as our translation puts it, is on his mind.
Like all of us, Paul knows the hard truth that suffering is part of being human. He also knows the promise we have in Christ; that God does not let suffering ever get the last word. And that there is nothing we can do or need to do to earn this gift of deliverance. It’s borne out of God’s deep love for us. Let us listen to the word…
The Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11

Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand through him, and we boast in the hope of God’s glory. But not only that! We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces hope. This hope doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ died for ungodly people. It isn’t often that someone will die for a righteous person, though maybe someone might dare to die for a good person. But God shows his love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for us. So, now that we have been made righteous by his blood, we can be even more certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him. If we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son while we were still enemies, now that we have been reconciled, how much more certain is it that we will be saved by his life? And not only that: we even take pride in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, the one through whom we now have a restored relationship with God. (CEB)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)
Sermon

Blessed Are Those Who Suffer – Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11

When I was in my late teens, probably 18 or so, I can remember thinking how uneventful (and frankly boring) my life had been up to that point.
I read a lot, and in any good novel there is always some kind of conflict or tragedy that sets the plot in motion. My story – so far – didn’t have any of those things.
In the way perhaps only a very privileged teenager can, I longed for something big to happen in my life.

It turned out, I didn’t have to wait long. Only a few years later, that really hard thing happened. My dad was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer. And even now, I can remember that feeling in the pit of my stomach and the realization, ‘oh, this is it’. ‘This is my tragedy’.
My dad lived for about 18 months after that diagnosis, dying shortly after my 22nd birthday when he was 51. 

I realize now how incredibly lucky I am to have had such a pain free childhood and adolescence. That’s not something every child or young person gets.
Suffering is part of being human. And that some of us learn this truth far earlier than others. Even though we each have our own unique journey in life, suffering is part of everyone’s story, eventually; often many times over. Suffering is something that unites us all, even though the details of our stories are not the same.

In this sermon series we’ve been talking about blessedness.

Blessed are the imperfect; blessed are the curious; blessed are those who suffer.
But what does it mean to be blessed? What do we mean when we use the world blessed? This is an especially important question this week as we boldly proclaim “blessed are those who suffer.”
Often we use the word “blessed” when what we really mean is “lucky”.
Like, when we see the news of some terrible thing happening somewhere in the world, we may say or think, “I’m so blessed to live in a country like Canada.”
The thing about the word blessing is that it infers something about God’s favour. And really, it’s just dumb luck where we are born. Into a stable family or an unstable one; a wealthy country or a poor one.
It’s also a matter of privilege. Here in Canada, those of us who are settlers and descendants of settlers, particularly those of us who are white, benefit from the ways things are. We don’t face the discrimination that is as much a problem in this country as anywhere in the world.
So I want to be clear, the kind of blessing we’re speaking about this Lent is not about luck, or about privilege. Blessing, when it comes to faith, is about God being with us.

God with us in our imperfections.

God with us in our wonderings and curiosity.

God with us in our suffering.

This idea of God being with us in our suffering is something that we sometimes call a ‘theology of the cross.’
“When we’re faced with suffering, we often react by trying to fight our way out (we overwork, we trick ourselves into thinking we can research our way out). Or we bury our heads in sand of denial (I’m fine, you’re fine, we’re all fine).” 1
These two options were available to Jesus when he was arrested and put on trial.
He could have fought his way out (as some of his disciples had wished for).
He could have run away. He knew what was coming.
But Jesus chose to stay and face his death; not fight. “He chose to stay present and to acknowledge the pain of being human and to have confidence that God loves him enough to not leave him alone in his suffering.” 2 Even unto his death on the cross.
This is the theology of the cross. The understanding that in Jesus, God is on the cross, sharing in the pain and suffering of human life.
It’s the promise that God’s love never leaves us. That in our pain and in our time of suffering, God is with us, holding us in love. And that ultimately, God will transform our suffering into wholeness, just as God transformed death into life. The fulfillment of which will come in the fullness of God’s time.
This is why Paul can say something as wild as “take pride in your problems” or “boast in your sufferings” as it’s also translated. Perhaps the best way to say it is this – have ‘confidence’ in your sufferings.
To be confident about something is to be able to rely on it; to trust in it.

In Jesus, God has endured unthinkable suffering.
And just as God was with Jesus on the cross, God is with us in our suffering.
In the crosses we bear in this life.
In this we can trust; in this, we can be confident.
Because God is with us in our suffering, we are invited to be that love and that presence for others in their times of suffering. Which is easier said than done since our default will always be to fight our way out, try to fix it, or deny it’s really as bad as it is.
So what does that look like? We embody that love that can never leave us when we:

- stay in the hospital room while someone takes their last breath

- stay present through the sobbing and holding hands as test results come in

- call and check in on someone during the first holidays without their person
Suffering is a part of life, but we are not alone in our suffering. God is with us. And as the body of Christ, we are blessed to journey through the pain (and the joy) of this lift together.
This is why we can say, “Blessed are those who suffer
Because they do not suffer alone.” 3 We do not suffer alone.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.
1. Kate Bowler. ‘Bless the Lent We Actually Have: Sermon Guide’, page 12.

2. Ibid.

3. Kate Bowler. ‘Bless the Lent We Actually Have: Sermon Guide’, page 12
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 813 ‘Faith of Our Fathers’
1
Faith of our fathers, living still


in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.


Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy


whene'er we hear that glorious word.


Faith of our fathers, holy faith,


we will be true to you till death.

2
Faith of our mothers, daring faith,


your work for Christ is love revealed,


spreading God's word from pole to pole,


making love known and freedom real.


Faith of our mothers, holy faith,


we will be true to you till death.

3
Faith of our sisters, brothers too,


who still must bear oppression's might,


raising on high, in prisons dark,


the cross of Christ still burning bright.


Faith for today, O living faith,


we will be true to you till death.

4
Faith born of God, oh, call us yet,


bind us with all who follow you,


sharing the struggle of your cross


until the world is made anew.


Faith born of God, O living faith,


we will be true to you till death.

(Title:  Faith of Our Fathers; Text:  Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, st. 1, alt.; Joseph R. Alfred, b. 1947, sts. 2-4; Text sts. 2-4 © Joseph R. Alfred, 9825 S. Campbell Ave., Evergreen Park, IL 60805, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and congregational leaders. Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the gospel, that all experience your life-giving love. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.

We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the earth and seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the diversity and preservation of life. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate us from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity of gender, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and affirmed. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who are lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live with chronic illness or other sickness. Especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, Brian, John, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts….. . Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
We pray for this congregation. Nurture our faith and pour your love into our hearts. Inspire us to share with others the glimpses of your grace in our lives. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:

The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ELW # 481 ‘Come to the Table’
Come to the table of mercy,

prepared with the wine and the bread.

All who are hungry and thirsty,

come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at the Lord's invitation;

receive from his nail-scarred hand.

Eat of the bread of salvation;

drink of the blood of the Lamb.

(Title: Come to the Table; Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942; Text © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956; © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:

A: God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/kmZJQiBM8QY 

ELW Setting 4: ‘Dialogue…’  (page 152)

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you. (Sung)

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

ELW Setting 4: ‘Preface…’  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

ELW Setting 4: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy…’  (page 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
On the night before he died,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. All are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness.
I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music: ELW # 472 ‘Eat This Bread’ (Jesus Christ, Bread of Life)
"Eat this bread, drink this cup,

come to me and never be hungry.

Eat this bread, drink this cup,

trust in me and you will not thirst."

(Title: Eat This Bread (Jesus Christ, Bread of Life); Text:  Taizé Community; Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994; Music  © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace.

C: Amen.

ELW Setting 1: ‘Now Lord you let your servant…’  (page 113) (sung)
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people:
a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace.*
Prayer after Communion:
A: Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.*

Blessing:
God, our bodies remember the sleepless

nights and cold sweats and unrelenting stress.

Show us how to process all that we suffer.

“How frail is humanity!

How short is life, How full of trouble!”

—Job 14:1, NLT

Blessed are we, when we decide

to make room for all of it,

the fear and the gratitude,

the complexity and the suffering.

Blessed are we who pour out to you

the whole of it—

unedited, all the terrible truths

and fears and what-ifs.

The gratitude for those beautiful hearts

in action who came willingly,

into the strange and awkward space

that is my need.

Blessed are we, learning as humans together

that pain is inevitable,

nurses are wonderful, hospitals are loud,

people are brave,

and we grow and we hurt and we heal,

and then we will do it all over again.

Because this beautiful paradox

is what it means to be human.

Amen.**

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 618 ‘Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer’
1
Guide me ever, great Redeemer,


pilgrim through this barren land.


I am weak, but you are mighty;


hold me with your pow'rful hand.


Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,


feed me now and evermore,


feed me now and evermore.

2
Open now the crystal fountain


where the healing waters flow;


let the fire and cloudy pillar


lead me all my journey through.


Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,


shield me with your mighty arm,


shield me with your mighty arm.

3
When I tread the verge of Jordan,


bid my anxious fears subside;


death of death and hell's destruction,


land me safe on Canaan's side.


Songs and praises, songs and praises,


I will raise forevermore,


I will raise forevermore.

(Title:  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer; Text:  William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.; Public Domain; Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Serve in Love.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.

** From KateBowler.com 2022. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission.
