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June 26, 2022 Third Sunday after Pentecost  – Service of the Word Email/At Home Missal
The service for Sunday June 26th, 2022, Second Sunday after Pentecost will be available on our website soon, http://stpeterscambridge.com/ and emailed out to those who receive it in that format. It includes the lessons, and prayers. The link for the live recording of the sermon will be made available later, following the Zoom service. Click on +Worship Services along the left side of the page, then scroll until you see a link for Second Sunday after Pentecost June 26th, 2022.

The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on June 26th, 2022, can be found here:
Sunday Worship June 26th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.
Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09 

Meeting ID: 839 8403 4305      Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply): (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:
+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada
+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
+1 587 328 1099 Canada
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID: 839 8403 4305      Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4 
…………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits. Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………..
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………..
Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program for Soil and Mulch
This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters. If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives.

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil, or mulch using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00. Mulch is the perfect addition to any garden, it helps retain moisture, combats weeds, and makes your garden look great.

Spread the word, and the soil or the mulch!
…………………………
GET READY FOR SUMMER with ATWOOD HERITAGE SUMMER SAUSAGE (formerly N.S Martin)
$25.00 each
Not just for summer! A fancy charcuterie board is optional for this specialty, that can be enjoyed anytime.
Please contact Alex Black or the church office to place your order(s)!
All proceeds support St. Peter's Lutheran Church
………………….
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
…………………
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land: 
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 645 ‘Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation’ (Westminister Abbey)
1
Christ is made the sure foundation,


Christ, our head and cornerstone,


chosen of the Lord and precious,


binding all the church in one;


holy Zion's help forever


and our confidence alone.

2
To this temple, where we call you,


come, O Lord of hosts, and stay;


come, with all your lovingkindness,


hear your people as they pray;


and your fullest benediction


shed within these walls today.

3
Here bestow on all your servants


what they seek from you to gain;


what they gain from you, forever


with the blessed to retain;


and hereafter in your glory


evermore with you to reign.

4
Praise and honor to the Father,


praise and honor to the Son,


praise and honor to the Spirit,


ever three and ever one:


one in might and one in glory


while unending ages run!

(Title:  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (Westminster Abbey) Text:  Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Henry Purcell, 1659-16955; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:  
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.*
The First Reading: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
Then the Lord said to Elijah, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.

So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  16
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;

I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,

upon those who are noble among the people.

But those who run after other gods

shall have their troubles multiplied.

I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,

never take their names upon my lips.

O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;

indeed, I have a rich inheritance.

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.

I have set the Lord always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;

my body also shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor let your holy one see the pit.

You will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting Four Allelulia (Page 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.*
From sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 9:51-62
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
 When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Lay Worship Leader Aaron Berg’s voice here. Sermon written by Interim Pastor Chun Zhang)
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus asks his disciples to bear fruit. But what kind of fruit Jesus is talking about? Or by using the plural form to reframe this question: What are fruits, which a Christian can bear? In the history of our Christian church, there are two popular answers. 

One is from Paul’s description of the fruit of the Spirit in nine terms in Galatians 5:22-23. They are love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Another is that those who come to Christ through our witness are our fruits. This answer also has biblical support: in Paul’s letter to Romans 1:13, Paul said that he longed to go to Rome to have some fruits from his ministry there. 

Even nowadays, when we talk about bearing fruit in Christian church, most of the time, we refer to these two common understandings. In this case, people like to bear fruits; for first of all, bearing spiritual fruit makes our life meaningful, joyful and peaceful. Who wouldn’t like this kind of life? And secondly, if everybody at church can introduce somebody new to our Sunday service and somehow make them members of our church, we would end up with a full house church and wouldn’t have any financial problem anymore. Who wouldn’t like this kind of church? 

Our contemporary culture tells us that a fruitful life means a successful life blessed with material prosperity and physical health and mental or spiritual satisfaction. Our church culture adopts this understanding quite well. 

So many sermons I’ve heard and many devotions I’ve read these years regarding today’s Gospel reading were mainly focus on how to bear these fruits to be a successful Christian individually and to be a successful church collectively. Many Christians believe that Jesus’ teaching in John 15:7 provides a 2-step solution of living out a fruitful life: the first step is to connect and remain in Jesus as branches connected with vine by living a pious, godly and devoted life; and if you do the first step well, the second step is to pray hard to ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

But is it what Jesus is talking about in John 15? 

Year 2008 when US had its presidency election. Republican’s vice presidency candidate Sarah Palin led a prayer meeting after a Sunday morning service. She prayed that God would help Republicans to be elected as leaders of God’s nation. At the end she concluded her prayer by saying “Jesus my Lord, you promised that whatever we ask in you name the Father will give us (John 15:16b), so answer our prayer when we ask all these in your precious name. Amen.” Truly believe what her mom’s prayer would become true, Sarah Palin’s 7-year old daughter whispered to her, “but Mom, isn’t it cheating?” And the crowd heard all these because Sarah Palin forgot to turn off her microphone. 

But isn’t this innocent comment from a 7-year old girl so true? Sometimes, we Christians focus our eyes too much on how to bear fruit instead of why we should bear fruit. We confess that our God is an all-knowing, all-powerful, all-loving God, but we believe that all these are for the benefit of God’s people.  

Yes, Jesus is Son of God and he is so powerful that even the storm obeyed his command, and even dead people was called back to live by him. But do you notice that in his whole 3 years ministry, Jesus never ever performed one single miracle for his own need. Jesus bared so many fruits but he never ate any of them.

But isn’t it the very nature of fruit itself. The fruit will never hang on the branch forever. It will either be eaten by somebody else, no matter human or animals, or falls on the ground and nurtures the earth. The fruit is never a blessing for itself but always for somebody else. Isn’t it the nature of Jesus’ life and the life of his followers?

Today’s Gospel reading not only tells us that connecting back to Jesus and his word is the only way to be able to bear fruits, but also remains us that bearing fruits is not for our own benefits, but for glorifying God’s name and living out our calling of being followers of Christ and blessings of this world God loved so much.  Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 798 ‘Will You Come and Follow Me’ (The Summons)
1
"Will you come and follow me


if I but call your name?


Will you go where you don't know


and never be the same?


Will you let my love be shown,


will you let my name be known,


will you let my life be grown


in you and you in me?

2
"Will you leave yourself behind


if I but call your name?


Will you care for cruel and kind


and never be the same?


Will you risk the hostile stare,


should your life attract or scare?


Will you let me answer pray'r


in you and you in me?

3
"Will you let the blinded see


if I but call your name?


Will you set the pris'ners free


and never be the same?


Will you kiss the leper clean,


and do such as this unseen,


and admit to what I mean


in you and you in me?

4
"Will you love the you you hide


if I but call your name?


Will you quell the fear inside


and never be the same?


Will you use the faith you've found


to reshape the world around,


through my sight and touch and sound


in you and you in me?"

5
Lord, your summons echoes true


when you but call my name.


Let me turn and follow you


and never be the same.


In your company I'll go


where your love and footsteps show.


Thus I'll move and live and grow


in you and you in me.

(Title: Will You Come and Follow Me; Text:  John L. Bell, b. 1949; Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Scottish traditional; arr. © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:  
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God of grace,
 C: hear our prayer.
God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Uphold those who grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their heads. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled anger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that they may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of life in you. Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your promises in life and in death. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ: 
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer: 

God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 768 ‘Lead Me, Guide Me’ 
Refrain:

Lead me, guide me along the way

For if you lead me, I cannot stray

Lord, let me walk each day with thee

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r

To help me over my weakest hour

Help me through the darkness thy face to see

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain

Help me tread in the paths of righteousness

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress

I am putting all my trust in thee

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain
I am lost if you take your hand from me

I am blind without thy light to see

Lord, just always let me thy servant be

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain

(Title: Lead Me, Guide Me; Text:  Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music, c/o Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Blessing: 

The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. Amen.*

Dismissal:  
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
