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July 31, 2022 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on July 31st, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship July 31st, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

…………………………..
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………..
IT’S MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………..
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
………………………

Yard Sale (Masks are required)

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall Entrance

Saturday, August 6th 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM
All are welcome to come!!!!

Please help us spread the word

……………………..

………………………

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 879 ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’

1
For the beauty of the earth,


for the beauty of the skies,


for the love which from our birth


over and around us lies:

Refrain

Christ, our God, to thee we raise


this our sacrifice of praise.

2
For the wonder of each hour


of the day and of the night,


hill and vale and tree and flow'r,


sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain
3
For the joy of ear and eye,


for the heart and mind's delight,


for the mystic harmony


linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain
4
For the joy of human love,


brother, sister, parent, child,


friends on earth and friends above;


for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain
5
For each perfect gift of thine,


peace on earth and joy in heav'n;


for thyself, best gift divine,


to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain

(Title: For the Beauty of the Earth; Text:  Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me —and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 49:1-12
Hear this, all you peoples;

give ear, all you who dwell in the world,

you of high degree and low,

rich and poor together.

My mouth shall speak of wisdom,

and my heart shall meditate on understanding.

I will incline my ear to a proverb

and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

Why should I be afraid in evil days,

when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,

the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess,

and boast of their great riches?

One can never redeem another,

or give to God the ransom for another’s life;

for the ransom of a life is so great

that there would never be enough to pay it,

in order to live forever and ever

and never see the grave.

For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish

and leave their wealth to those who come after them.

Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to generation,

though they had named lands after themselves.

Even though honored, they cannot live forever;

they are like the beasts that perish.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 12:13-21
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Today’s Gospel reading is a perfect passage for the topic of stewardship. Although Jesus doesn’t mention money directly, he does take all his followers’ attention to their attitude towards money.

In his parable, Jesus doesn’t warn against money, wealth, or material abundance. What he warns against is greed, what he warns against is the feeling of never having enough. The farmer’s problem isn’t that he’s had a great harvest, or that he’s rich, or that he wants to plan for the future. The farmer’s problem is that his good fortune has curved his vision so that everything he sees starts and ends with himself.

Listen again to the conversation he has with, not his wife or friend or parent or children, but himself: “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’”

Do you see what I mean? It is an absolutely egocentric conversation. This is why God calls him a fool. His problem is that he connects his happiness and the joy of his life solely to the possessions he has. And this is what Jesus warns against.

Let me make it clear again: all the things this farmer possesses are not bad. I don’t believe that money itself is evil. Really. Money can do lots of wonderful things: it can provide for you and your family, it can be given to others in need, it can be used to create jobs and promote the general welfare, and it can make possible a more comfortable life. It just can’t produce the kind of full and abundant life that each of us seeks and that Jesus promises. So it’s not about money, it’s about our attitude towards money and those around us.

Now let’s turn to our life. Truth be told, I think most of you know and believe that what Jesus says is true. We know that money can’t buy happiness. The thing is, even though we know this, most of us struggle to live this way. That is, most of us are seduced by the same message that captures the soul of the farmer in Jesus’ parable.

Which isn’t really all that surprising. I mean, read newspapers, watch TV or surf the Internet for any significant amount of time, and you’ll be not just exposed but actually overwhelmed with the message the farmer has been bought into. The majority of advertisements on all forms of media are designed to exploit our inborn sense of insecurity. This kind of inadequacy marketing engages in a deadly two-step waltz. First it identifies and exaggerates something we are insecure about our breath, our body, our status, etc., then it offers us something to buy: mouthwash, a weight loss program, a bigger car, etc., that will remedy our concern and make us acceptable again.

Little wonder, then, that we have fallen prey to this message. But you may ask why do people buy this message other than the abundant life Jesus promises? Well, this message has one distinct advantage over the abundant life Jesus promises: it has the immediately result even though it won’t last. Relationships, community, purpose, these kinds of things that Jesus invites us to embrace and strive for take longer time and more effort to achieve. We know what a good relationship feels like, but it’s hard to point to or produce on a moment’s notice. And we know that wonderful feeling of being accepted into a community, but it’s not like you can run out to Walmart and buy it. And so we substitute material goods for immaterial ones because they’re right there in front of us and we’ve got a whole culture telling us that this is the best there is.

What, then, shall we do?

Obviously no one sermon can fix this. But I hope one sermon can get us started toward a different way of living and being and relating to each other and to God.

I hope, from today we can start a conversation about money. We don’t often talk about money in church. In fact, we’re actively discouraged from doing so. But we need to. Money is too important to ignore and if we remain silent then the cultural voices about money are the only ones we will hear. St. Augustine once said that God gave us people to love and things to use, and sin, in short, is the confusion of these two things. So let’s start talking about the use and abuse of material wealth and wonder together how our faith communities and tradition can help us live the kind of abundant life that material wealth can support but cannot produce.

Then what can lead to this promised life? Jesus doesn’t say it clearly here in this parable. But we can definitely find a clue in the last verse, in it the phrase “rich toward God” suggests that God wants so much more for us than simply more stuff. God wants for us life and love and mercy. Indeed, the same Jesus who warns against greed and invites abundant life and tells us of God’s love carries this message all the way to the cross so that we can see just how much God loves us.  Amen.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 678 ‘God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending’
1
God, whose giving knows no ending,


from your rich and endless store:


nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom,


costly cross, grave's shattered door,


gifted by you, we turn to you,


off'ring up ourselves in praise;


thankful song shall rise forever,


gracious donor of our days.

2
Skills and time are ours for pressing


toward the goals of Christ, your Son:


all at peace in health and freedom,


races joined, the church made one.


Now direct our daily labor,


lest we strive for self alone;


born with talents, make us servants


fit to answer at your throne.

3
Treasure, too, you have entrusted,


gain through pow'rs your grace conferred;


ours to use for home and kindred,


and to spread the gospel word.


Open wide our hands in sharing,


as we heed Christ's ageless call,


healing, teaching, and reclaiming,


serving you by loving all.

(Title:  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending; Text:  Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006; Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848 – 1918; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession: 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress. Grant comfort to all who are sick, or in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them clarity for the work of ministry in this place.  Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 465 ‘As the Grains of Wheat’ 
Refrain

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill


were gathered into one to become our bread; 


so may all your people from all the ends of earth 


be gathered into one in you.

1
As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,


may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

2
Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come


when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 
(Title:  As the Grains of Wheat; Text:  Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. 
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 705 ‘God of Grace and God of Glory’
1
God of grace and God of glory,


on your people pour your pow'r;


crown your ancient church's story;


bring its bud to glorious flow'r.


Grant us wisdom, grant us courage


for the facing of this hour,


for the facing of this hour.

2
Lo! the hosts of evil round us


scorn the Christ, assail his ways!


From the fears that long have bound us


free our hearts to faith and praise.


Grant us wisdom, grant us courage


for the living of these days,


for the living of these days,

3
Cure your children's warring madness;


bend our pride to your control;


shame our wanton, selfish gladness,


rich in things and poor in soul.


Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,


lest we miss your kingdom's goal,


lest we miss your kingdom's goal.

4
Save us from weak resignation


to the evils we deplore;


let the gift of your salvation


be our glory evermore.


Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,


serving you whom we adore,


serving you whom we adore.

(Title: God of Grace and God of Glory; Text:  Harry E. Fosdick, 1878 – 1969; Public Domain; Music: John Hughes 1873 – 1932; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
