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July 24, 2022 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – Email Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on July 24th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship July 24th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,
+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

…………………………..
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………..
IT’S MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………..
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
……………………….
Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program for Soil and Mulch
This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 
Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil, or mulch using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.   Mulch is the perfect addition to any garden, it helps retain moisture, combats weeds, and makes your garden look great. 
Spread the word, and the soil or the mulch!
………………………….
………………………….
Pastor Monika Wiesner is our guest pastor today – welcome back!

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land: 

We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Prayers for Peace & Lighting of Peace Candle
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 743 ‘Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray’
1
Now to the Holy Spirit let us pray

for true faith, most needed our way:


Guide us and defend us when life is ending


and our journey homeward is tending.


Lord, have mercy!

2
O sweetest Love, your grace on us bestow;


set our hearts with sacred fire aglow,


that with hearts united we love each other,


ev’ry stranger, sister, and brother.


Lord, have mercy!

3
Transcendent comfort in our ev’ry need,


help us neither scorn nor death to heed,


that we may not falter, nor courage fail us


when the foe shall taunt and assail us.


Lord, have mercy!

4
Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light,


that we Jesus Christ may know aright,


clinging to our Savior, whose blood has bought us,


who to our true homeland has brought us.


Lord, have mercy!

(Title:  Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray; Text:  Medieval German Leise, st. 1; Martin Luther, 1483-1546, sts. 2-4; tr. Composite; Text sts. 1, 4 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; Text sts. 2-3 © 1969 Concordia Publishing House; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music: J. Walter,Geistliche Gesangbuchlein, 1524; © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32
Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.”

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 138 
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;

before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.

When I called, you answered me;

you increased my strength within me.

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,

when they have heard the words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the Lord,

that great is the glory of the Lord.

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly,

perceiving the haughty from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

You will make good your purpose for me;

O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Colossians 2:6-19
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verse 1)
1
Word of God, come down on earth,

living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text:   James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 11:1-13
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say:
 Father, hallowed be your name.
  Your kingdom come.
  Give us each day our daily bread.
  And forgive us our sins,
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Monika Wiesner’s voice here)
Luke 11:1-13                                                 “Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer”
I’ll begin this morning’s sermon with two true stories.   Several years ago, when my son Rob was still a teenager, a good friend of his was in a motorcycle accident that resulted in a severe head injury.  Rob’s friend was not wearing a motorcycle helmet.   After a few days in the ICU, his family was told to prepare themselves to take him off life-support.  Prayers went, literally, around the world for this young man.   One year later, he was back on his motorcycle – but this time wearing a helmet.

Story #2:  Years ago, when my mother was dying of cancer, some of her colleagues who were of a charismatic theological background, suggested that if she prayed hard enough – and if her faith was strong enough – God would hear her prayers and the cancer would go away.  All sorts of prayer groups met and prayed for her.  But by this time my mother’s liver was filled with tumour and she knew she was palliative.  She wanted to see her lawyer and make sure her affairs were in order … but her colleagues insisted that seeing a lawyer was a sign of a weak faith … a sign that she didn’t believe that God could heal her.

How many of you here have prayed fervently for a loved one to be spared, only to stand at their graveside a short time later?   I certainly have.   I have prayed just as fervently for both my parents who died far too young and who still had so much to live for.   Whether an accident or a trauma or an illness touches our lives, the bottom line is that we ask God – we beg God! – that our loved one will be spared.   Our prayers are sincere and heartfelt.   We ask, we seek, we bang on that door!

This morning’s gospel lesson tells us that if we ask, it will be given to us; if we knock on God’s door, that door will swing wide open for us.    What do you make of that?  What do we do with such a text?     Why do some prayers get answered – and some seemingly not?    And let’s go a little deeper yet.   Why pray at all?

Well, let’s take a moment to look more closely at this morning’s gospel lesson.  The disciples have asked Jesus to teach them to pray.  Astonishing really.   Jewish people already have a prayer for every occasion.  They pray when they begin a meal, they pray when they end a meal.  They pray when they wake up in the morning and when they go to bed at night.  Jewish people, especially in the 1st Century, already prayed several times a day.   There was already a scripted prayer for every occasion.  So why would they ask Jesus to teach them how to pray? 

I believe the question was asked because the disciples saw Jesus praying and they saw how much it changed him.   Jesus used to go off by himself, no matter how busy he was, no matter how many people were gathered around him waiting to be healed.  Jesus would take the time to go off by himself and pray.   In today’s language we might say, he ‘centered himself’ in God.   Jesus knew how to draw on the love of his God in order to become a channel of that love himself.  Jesus was transformed through prayer – that’s what the disciples saw!   And they wanted some of what he had!   That’s why they said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray!”
I believe that on some deeply spiritual level, the disciples knew that they could never fully understand Jesus if they did not understand his connection to the one he called “Father”.  It was this connection to God that gave him his strength and his inner peace … and they knew that it was central to his life.   Here, before their very own eyes, they saw their rabbi – their teacher – go repeatedly to his Divine Source – and renew himself over and over again so that he could go about his ministry of teaching and healing.   Jesus filled himself with divine love … and then passed it on to others.

This is what prayer will do.

Prayer is all about staying in communication with God … especially in those moments when we might feel ourselves far removed from God.

Many years ago now, when I was writing a major paper on grief back in seminary, I visited a rabbi in downtown Toronto, Rabbi Roy Tannenbaum, a most delightful soul, and senior rabbi at Beth Tzedec Synagogue.   We talked about how Jews and Christians go through the grief process differently.   I asked about the Kaddish, the “Mourners’ Prayer” that faithful Jews pray daily for an entire year after the death of a loved one.  I asked him how it helps the grieving process.   What were the magical words that were so healing for the Jewish people?   Rabbi Tannenbaum just laughed.  He said there wasn’t a single word in the Kaddish that had to do with death or grief or sorrow.   Not one!   He said the Kaddish was about praising God … and nothing else.  He said Jews needed to praise God to stay connected with God when life around them was falling apart through their grief.   The Kaddish kept them centered.   It was their lifeline to God when other ties were breaking.  

There are no formulas to prayer.   Each one of us will have a different experience of what prayer is and how we have been changed by prayer.   Sometimes we pray with words … sometimes we sit in silence, listening for that still small voice of God coming to us when our thoughts quiet down.  Sometimes we pray in nature, drinking in the beauty that God has created all around us … what our Roman Catholic sisters and brothers call a prayer of “adoration”.    Sometimes our prayers are laments … and sometimes tearful words of confession.   It doesn’t matter how we choose to pray in any given moment, what is important is that we align ourselves with God – we reach out to God and we center ourselves in the Divine.   I believe that is what the disciples saw when they experienced Jesus praying.  

So … did my mother see her lawyer?   Yes, she did.   And a few short weeks later, she died.   And as she passed from this life into eternal life, she was healed.   Death is the ultimate healing in life.   Our prayers were answered and she was healed.  

May we always reach out to the One who hears us and answers us with compassion.  

Amen 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 612 ‘Healer of Our Every III’
Refrain

Healer of our ev'ry ill,


light of each tomorrow,


give us peace beyond our fear,


and hope beyond our sorrow.

1
You who know our fears and sadness,


grace us with your peace and gladness;


Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain
2
In the pain and joy beholding


how your grace is still unfolding,


give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain
3
Give us strength to love each other,


ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;


Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain
4
You who know each thought and feeling,


teach us all your way of healing;


Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain
(Title:  Healer of Our Every Ill; Text:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church. Embolden church leaders to take risks for the sake of the gospel, and equip the baptized to proclaim your extravagant love for the whole world. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in the works of your hands, we pray for the natural world. You have given us rivers and lakes, oceans and waterways that sparkle with your radiance.  Empower us to protect water sources, giving thanks for our clean drinking water.  We hold in prayer all the places where the water is no longer safe to drink. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the world. Inspire all rulers and governing authorities with your justice. Guide the work of legislators and public officials, that they advocate for the well-being of those they serve. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have hunger, give daily bread. To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us to the cries of those who suffer, especially all refugee families around the world.  Grant them safe places to live as they wait to find new homes. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Grant peace to all who suffer, or are sick, or in need of comfort especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: hear our prayer.
Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this congregation. Bless the prayer and fellowship ministries in this place. Call us together in times of praise and blessing, trouble and sorrow, in your holy name. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Buried with Christ in baptism and raised with him to new life, we give thanks for your saints who rest in your eternal presence. Join our voices with theirs as we sing of your great glory. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 474 ‘Bread of Life from Heaven’ 
Refrain

Bread of life from heaven, 

your blood and body given,

we eat this bread and drink this cup 

until you come again.

1. Break now the bread of Christ's sacrifice;

giving thanks, hungry ones, gather round.

Eat, all of you, and be satisfied;

in Christ's presence the loaves will abound.  Refrain
2. Seek not the food that will pass away;

set your hearts on the food that endures.

Come, learn the true and the living way,

that the fullness of life may be yours.  Refrain
3. Love as the one who, in love for you,

gave himself for the life of the world.

Come to the one who is food for you,

that your hunger and thirst be no more.  Refrain 
4. Dwell in the one who now dwells in you;

make your home in the lifegiving Word.

Know only Christ, Holy One of God,

and believe in the truth you have heard.  Refrain
5. Drink of this cup and declare his death;

eat this bread and believe Easter morn;

trust his return and, with ev'ry breath,

praise the one in whom you are reborn.  Refrain
(Title: Bread of Life from Heaven; Text:  Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952; Text © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas; Music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License #11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 742 ‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus’
1
What a friend we have in Jesus,


all our sins and griefs to bear!


What a privilege to carry


ev'rything to God in prayer!


Oh, what peace we often forfeit;


oh, what needless pain we bear--


all because we do not carry


ev'rything to God in prayer!

2
Have we trials and temptations?


Is there trouble anywhere?


We should never be discouraged--


take it to the Lord in prayer.


Can we find a friend so faithful


who will all our sorrows share?


Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--


take it to the Lord in prayer.

3
Are we weak and heavy-laden,


cumbered with a load of care?


Precious Savior, still our refuge--


take it to the Lord in prayer.


Do your friends despise, forsake you?


Take it to the Lord in prayer.


In his arms he'll take and shield you;


you will find a solace there.

(Title: What a Friend We Have in Jesus; Text:  Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886; Public Domain; Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832– 1918; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
