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July 16th, 2023 The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal

ZOOM INFORMATION FOR SUNDAY JULY 16, 2023-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on July 16th, 2023, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship July 16th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85929098103?pwd=QlJFNUV1Slg3MHhOeGVEalJMdXMvZz09 

Meeting ID:  859 2909 8103             Passcode: 171662

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  
+17789072071,,85929098103#,,,,*171662# Canada, 
+17806660144,,85929098103#,,,,*171662# Canada

Dial by your location:
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
[bookmark: _GoBack]+1 438 809 7799 Canada
+1 587 328 1099 Canada
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 859 2909 8103           Passcode: 171662

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kerkltBAqg 
…………………………….
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 16th, 2023:

Here is the YouTube link for the service from last Sunday, July 9th, 2023: https://youtu.be/ZiAJKihDzHU 
……………………….
PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura is available for visits by appointment by calling the church office, 519-653-4721. Whether you have a particular pastoral concern or would just like some one-to-one time to get to know Pastor Laura, she would love to meet with you.

Please note:  Pastor Laura will be on vacation from July 10 – August 6, 2023 inclusive.  Pastoral emergency coverage has been arranged, and to that end, if needed, please call the church office at 519-653-4721.
…………………………….
You can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s, Preston. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.
1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Send an email to or alexblack@sympatico.ca or call the church office at 519-653-4721 to order your own locally produced fresh Maple Syrup.
………………………………
Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - Give & Grow Program
This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters. If you don’t have a lawn or garden, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 
Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519.653.7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil using the code SPLCC23 you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.
Spread the word, and the soil!​
……………………………
Help us support the Cambridge Food Bank by bringing a canned good or non-perishable item to church with you.  We have a collection basket in the narthex, and every donation helps enable the food bank to ensure that no one in our community goes hungry.  We appreciate and thank you for your help in filling the basket as there is a very real and urgent need.
…………………………….
This Fall you are invited to join as a singer in the Mennonite Mass Choir in a performance of Handel’s Messiah with the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony at Centre in the Square on Sunday, December 10th (afternoon). Monday evening rehearsals begin on September 25th at First Mennonite Church (800 King St E, Kitchener) from 7:30-9:30pm. For more information and to register go to www.mennosingers.com
…………………………..
Summer Services - Historic Ellis Pioneer Chapel
6705 Ellis Road, Puslinch Township

July 16, 2023 at 2:30 p.m.
Guest speaker: Rev. Kate Ballagh-Steeper
from Harcourt United Church, Guelph

August 20, 2023 at 2:30 p.m.
Guest speaker: Rev. Don McCallum
from Duff’s Presbyterian Church, Puslinch

September 24, 2023 at 2:30 p.m.
Concert of Barbershop and Gospel music
by Bakers Dozen, Guelph

Refreshments and fellowship in the garden to follow each of the services
…………………………………..
AN EASTERN SYNOD TWO RIVERS and GRAND RIVER MINISTRY AREA GATHERING
Thinking Forward – Saturday, September 16, 2023
ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH, 54 BENTON STREET, KITCHENER

Checking In 9:30 am – 10:00 am Gather and Refreshments 
10:00 am – 12:00 noon Conversation

An invitation to all Active Rostered, Congregational Lay Leaders and Members of Churches in the Grand River and Two Rivers Ministry Areas in the Waterloo and Wellington Regions

Part 2 - Let’s continue the conversation from May to think about possible pathways forward and discern the Spirit’s calling into God’s future. 

QUESTIONS? 
Rev. David Malina – dmalinachurch@gmail.com 
Rev. Heike Toeller – pastor.heike@gmail.com                                         
…………………………..
Coffee + Connect with Pastor Laura!
Over the summer, Pastor Laura will be hosting the following coffee hours in the parlour:
Tuesday August 15 at 10:30AM
This is a chance for you to get to know her and to (re)connect with one another. No need to RSVP but if you’d like to bring goodies to share, please contact the office. 
Everyone is welcome, so bring along a friend or neighbour!
………………………………
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Monika Wiesner
Organist & Director of Music: Bradley Moggach
Assisting Minister: Helga Morrison
Reader: Barbara Berg

Land Acknowledgement: 
Here at St. Peter's in Cambridge, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral lands of the Attawandaron, or Neutrals, the Anishinaabe, and the Haudenosaunee Peoples. Before the arrival of European settlers, these First Peoples had agreements between them represented by wampum belts from which they understood how to use the resources sustainably. One of these wampum belts is called the ‘Dish With One Spoon’ Belt. This wampum agreement represents the abundant land and water in what is now known as the Great Lakes Region with a dish, or bowl. Each tribe was to use the one spoon to remove only those resources they needed to live sustainably and then pass the dish onto others so that the abundance was shared. We are grateful for this example of using our abundance sustainably so that our resources are never depleted but shared equally for the benefit of all and continuing to the next seven generations.

Prayers for Peace & Lighting of Peace Candle

Welcome remarks

Call to Worship:
P: For the beauty of the summer day,
C: And the comfort of friends nearby;

P: For the invitation to love and be loved,
C: For God who extends that call;

P: For time set apart to nourish the soul,
C: For time to go out into the world armed with love:

P: For all these things we give thanks.
C: Let us worship God.

Source: “Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission. https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/call-to-worship/ ”

Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 524 ‘What Is This Place’
1	What is this place where we are meeting?
             Only a house, the earth its floor.
             Walls and a roof sheltering people,
             windows for light, an open door.
             Yet it becomes a body that lives
             when we are gathered here,
             and know our God is near.

2	Words from afar, stars that are falling,
             sparks that are sown in us like seed:
             names for our God, dreams, signs, and wonders
             sent from the past are all we need.
             We in this place remember and speak
             again what we have heard:
             God's free redeeming word.

3	And we accept bread at this table,
             broken and shared, a living sign.
             Here in this world, dying and living,
             we are each other's bread and wine.
             This is the place where we can receive
             what we need to increase:
             our justice and God's peace.

(Title: What Is This Place; Text:  Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933; Text © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. #80945; Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandrsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906; arr. © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Invitation to Confession:
The act of confessing our sin is not simply a recitation of our faults and wrongs, but also an opportunity to receive God’s mercy and share in that abundant grace. Confident in God’s love for us, let us offer our prayers, first in silence.

silent prayer

Unison Prayer of Confession:
P: Gracious and loving God, 
C: open our hearts so that we can admit to you 
the fullness of our lives – 
that which is beautiful and good, 
and that which is hurtful and hateful.

We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do.
We love with condition.
We judge and condemn.
We cast the first stone, 
and keep the logs in our own eyes.
We do not turn to You as the source of our healing.
Forgive us, we pray, 
and empower us to be imitators of Christ 
in love and service. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness:
P: Friends in Christ, know this: 
the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting,
and I remind you of this surpassing grace –
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven +
C: Alleluia! Amen.

Source: “Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission. https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/prayer-of-confession/

Greeting:
The Lord be with you.
C:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
 making it bring forth and sprout,
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
  it shall not return to me empty,
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
 For you shall go out in joy,
  and be led back in peace;
 the mountains and the hills before you
  shall burst into song,
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  Psalm 65:1-13 (read responsively)
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
Our sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.*

Gospel Acclamation: ELW Setting Eight (page 188) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia.*

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Gospel Introduction (Pastor Monika)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 13:1-9
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk136343745]That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Monika Wiesner’s voice here)
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Parable of the Sower
This morning’s gospel reading is the well-known Parable of the Sower. Although we are hearing Matthew’s version of the story this morning, in the oldest gospel – the Gospel of Mark – this is the very first parable we hear. In other words, this is the first recorded parable of Jesus.

So we can be pretty sure he’ll begin with something very near and dear to his heart. And so it is here. Jesus shares with us something about the nature of God – what God is like. Remember that most people were non-literate in Jesus’ day, so he paints a “word-picture” for them … to tell them something about what God is like. He portrays God as a farmer who scatters seed on all types of ground.

Parables were meant to engage the imagination and invite people into discussion. People did not sit back quietly and listen … like you are doing this morning . There would be loud and animated discussion going back and forth. Someone might say, “I wonder what he means by that?” And opinions would fly! 

So let’s place this parable into context. This morning’s story takes place in 1st Century Palestine, where there was a great deal of poverty. The peasant class – which was about 90% of the population – consisted almost exclusively of farmers and fishermen. Whether a farmer worked in a vineyard or whether he grew vegetables and grains, almost everyone had to work the land in one way or another if they wanted to survive. So Jesus already had a captive audience … and this audience would know two things only too well:

1) Seed was precious. If the seed didn’t take root or if the harvest wasn’t plentiful, the farmer would not be able to pay his taxes to Caesar. And if the farmers couldn’t pay their taxes, they would fall into debt. They would lose their land to the powerful landowners … and then fall into what is known as “indentured servitude” … which is just one step removed from slavery … which meant their own children went hungry while the grain they grew went to Caesar.

2) The land was rough in Palestine. These farmers knew about hostile growing conditions! They knew only too well about stony ground and thistles and thorns and hungry birds that ate up the seed. They knew that not all seed would sprout.

So this parable would have touched their hearts and released a whole lot of emotion.

Now if you’re a peasant farmer in 1st Century Palestine and you hear this parable where God is imaged as a farmer … one who scatters seed all over the place without counting the cost … what might you be thinking? An image like this might say very little to our generation … but in 1st Century Palestine, this parable would have been heard as very good news! People would hear Jesus say that God is a generous provider … unlike the oppressive political regime under which they lived … and unlike the landowners for whom they worked … the ones who kept them just a little bit hungry so that they would be easier to control. There is nothing stingy about this God! This God is extravagant … just look at the way this farmer-God flings seeds all over the place! That’s the word picture Jesus is painting for them.

Now in 1st Century Palestine, a normal harvest would yield four, and at most five, times the amount of seed that was sown. And so we can almost hear Jesus’ listeners asking themselves, “What does he mean by a harvest that yields 100-fold? Is he still talking about grain? Or is he talking about something else?” And then the discussion would begin in earnest! This is how stories were told in Jesus day … and this is how Jesus taught.

So now they knew! This extravagantly generous God has a heart for the poor … this God has a heart for them. God wants them to experience a rich harvest and great blessings, so deep is God’s love for them. Jesus was a master story-teller! 

So how would this master story-teller speak to us today? How can we bring this parable into the 21st Century in a way that still speaks about the nature of God – what God is like – but using images or stories that would resonate with us today?

I offer you just one interpretation.
[image: ]


I see a world filled with people in rich diversity … and our God generously scattering seeds of love everywhere, not more to one group and less to another. Everyone gets overly generous amounts of love. Yes, God’s love will sometimes fall on stony hearts … and sometimes the sharp thorns of prejudice will choke out the new growth … but God keeps sowing generous amounts of love everywhere. Showering the world in love! And sometimes the harvest will be 60-fold, sometimes even 100-fold, and the world will be a better place for it!

Our global community has been battered by centuries of prejudice and marginalization, with people being vilified for the colour of their skin, for the God they worship, for the passport they carry, or for whom they love. Much of God’s love has fallen on stony hearts and closed minds. Yet, even so, much of God’s love continues to fall on rich fertile soil and we see the great healing power of love as it moves throughout the world.

Allow me to share a story …
Some fifteen or so years ago, I attended a wedding of the daughter of one of my nursing colleagues in Mississauga. The families of the bride and groom came from two different faith traditions. There was quite a bit of resistance initially to accepting each other’s family. In fact, the groom’s parents at first refused to come to the wedding but were finally persuaded to do so just days prior to the actual event. The pastor chose today’s gospel reading for the sermon, using images that reflected the couple’s own story. Both the bride and the groom were medical doctors and their wedding guests included their friends from medical school … and so there were Christians – both Catholic and Protestant; there were Jews and Muslims – both Shia and Sunni; and there were Hindu and Sikh guests, and others besides … altogether some 450 guests.

In the sermon, the pastor said that this young couple was already generously sowing seeds of love in their daily work as doctors, caring for each patient that walked through the door. This marriage invited them to now do so within their own families ... being aware that sometimes that seed will fall on stony ground … and sometimes the thorns of prejudice will choke out the new growth … but just keep sowing! Scatter those seeds of love wherever you are … generously and recklessly … and don’t stop scattering!

Now, fifteen years later, the harvest is plentiful. The two families enjoy each other immensely … and they love their two grandchildren. That’s building the kingdom of God here on earth.

I believe that wedding is a microcosm of our world today. It invites us to live with hearts open to one another.

Our world needs a whole lot of love right now, so let it begin with each one of us. Keep scattering … keep loving … especially on that thorny ground where it is needed most. And then expect a bountiful harvest.
 Blessings on your scattering! Amen

Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 506 ‘The Word of God Is Source and Seed’
1	The Word of God is source and seed;
	it comes to die and sprout and grow.
	So make your dark earth welcome warm;
	root deep the grain God bent to sow.

Refrain
	In the Lord let us rejoice,
	in the Lord let us rejoice,
	in the Lord let us rejoice!

2	The Word of God is breath and life;
	it comes to heal and wake and save.
	So let the Spirit touch and mend
             and rouse your dry bones from their grave.  Refrain

3	The Word of God is flesh and grace,
	who comes to sing, to laugh and cry.
	So dare to be as Jesus was,
	who came to live and love and die.  Refrain

(Title:  The Word of God Is Source and Seed; Text:   Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939; Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  David Hurd, b. 1950;  Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Affirmation of Faith:
P: We believe in God;
C: Who is older than eternity
and younger than our next breath;
who is beyond describing
yet knows us all by name;
who inspires faith
yet cannot be contained by religion.

P: We believe in Jesus Christ,
flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone;
C: He came in the body
to give worth to every human life.
He touched the untouchable,
loved the unlovable,
forgave the unforgivable
and endured slander,
persecution and death
in order that through suffering love
God’s kingdom might come on earth.

He rose from the grave as living proof
that what is laid down in faith
will be raised in glory.
He ascended to heaven
that he might be present
at all times
to all people.

P: We believe in the Holy Spirit,
C: Who leads us into truth and freedom,
who gives good gifts
to all God’s children,
who inspires research, enables prayer,
and wills
that human economics and politics
should prioritise justice,
care for the earth
and the healing of the nations.

P: We celebrate the potential of the Church,
C: The life in our bodies,
the yearning in our souls,
the promise of good things in store
for those who love the Lord.

Source: (A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community; Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be good stewards. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the common good. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.


Heal those who are sick, O God especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Creena, Shirley, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Jan, Ken, Pastor Neil, Robin, Lee, Maria, Deborah, Janice, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. Guide health care workers to care for those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

Offering  

Offering Hymn: ELW # 472 ‘Eat This Bread’ (Jesus Christ, Bread of Life)
"Eat this bread, drink this cup,
come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
trust in me and you will not thirst."

(Title: Eat This Bread (Jesus Christ, Bread of Life) Text:  Taizé Community; Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994; Music© 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: God of field and forest, sea and sky,
you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,
that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 
https://youtu.be/ViXmTzRsfU4 

Great Thanksgiving: ACS Setting 12: ‘Dialogue…’  (page 36) (spoken)
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Thanksgiving at the Table: 
On the night before he died,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion:
This is Christ’s table.  All are welcome here to receive God’s abundant gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music: ELW # 670 ‘Build Us Up, Lord’
Build us up, Lord, build us up;
set in us a strong foundation.
Lead us to do your holy will;
form and shape your new creation.
Build us up, Lord, build us up;
as we guide and teach each other,
help us to share your love with the world:
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother.

Refrain
Growing in Christ, we plant seeds for the kingdom;
we follow in faith what's begun!
Lord, set in our hearts the pow'r of your word
to spread the news of your Son!

Build us up, Lord, build us up;
let our lives reflect your glory.
Cast away all our doubts and fears;
help us tell the world your story.
Build us up, Lord, build us up;
help us bear good fruit for you,
Lord, give us vision and keep us sure.
Grant us faith that's steadfast and true.   Refrain

(Title:  Build Us Up, Lord; Text & Music:   Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952; Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace. 
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion: 
A: We thank you, generous God,
for the refreshment we have received
at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.*

Blessing:
The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed
☩ bless, keep, and sustain you
now and to the end of the age.  
Amen*

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 547 ‘Sent Forth by God’s Blessing’
1	Sent forth by God's blessing,
	our true faith confessing,
	the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
	The supper is ended.
	Oh, now be extended
	the fruits of this service in all who believe.
	The seed of Christ's teaching,
	receptive souls reaching,
	shall blossom in action for God and for all.
	Your grace shall incite us,
	your love shall unite us
	to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2	With praise and thanksgiving
	to God ever-living,
	the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
	our faith ever sharing,
	in love ever caring,
	embracing God's children, the whole human race.
	With your feast you feed us,
	with your light now lead us;
	unite us as one in this life that we share.
	Then may all the living
	with praise and thanksgiving
	give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

(Title:  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing; Text:  Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt; Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. Music: Welsh folk tune, Tune © 1978 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
C: Thanks be to God.*
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