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January 23rd, 2022 Third Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 23rd, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship January 23rd, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

……………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………..

UPDATE ABOUT SUSPENDED WORSHIP SERVICES

On the recommendation of the Ministry of Risk Management and Church Council, as well as from Eastern Synod Bishop Michael Pryse, we have decided to continue to suspend in-person worship until Sunday February 6th, 2022. Any changes to that plan will be communicated via this space and our Facebook Page. You are strongly encouraged to follow all provincial and local guidelines to help stop the spike in COVID-19 infection rates. Please stay safe and help to keep your friends and family safe as well.

—The Ministry of Risk Management & Church Council

……………………….

DON’T FORGET YOUR HONEY THIS VALENTINE’S DAY.

Order Pine Hill Wildflower Honey and you will be loved forever.

$8.00 / 500 gram

$16.00  / 1000 gram

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's office to place an order.

Don't delay, quantities may be limited.

…………………….

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 886 ‘Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’
1
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing


my great Redeemer's praise,


the glories of my God and King,


the triumphs of his grace!

2
My gracious Master and my God,


assist me to proclaim,


to spread through all the earth abroad


the honors of your name.

3
The name of Jesus charms our fears


and bids our sorrows cease,


sings music in the sinner's ears,


brings life and health and peace.

4
He speaks, and list'ning to his voice,


new life the dead receive;


the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,


the humble poor believe.

5
Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace!

6
To God all glory, praise, and love


be now and ever giv'n


by saints below and saints above,


the church in earth and heav'n.

(Title:  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing; Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784 -1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792 -1872; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the Holy Scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 19
The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another,

and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Although they have no words or language,

and their voices are not heard,

their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,

where God has pitched a tent for the sun.

It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;

it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again;

nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.

The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.

The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;

the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,

sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

By them also is your servant enlightened,

and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can detect one’s own offenses?

Cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ACS # 973 ‘The Word Who Sang the Light Into Creation’

1.  The Word who sang the light into creation,

who spoke to all through prophet voices bold

the warning cry, the promise of salvation,

shines ever as of old.

2. The Word is like the bush forever burning

the Word pours down like showers on the land;

 the Word is like the sun, our faces warming:

God's power till the end. 

(Title:  The Word Who Sang the Light Into Creation; Text & Music:  Alberto Taule, tr. Marin A. Seltz © 1982, 2000,2020 Alberto Taule, adm. OCP Publications; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 4:14-21 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
  because he has anointed me
   to bring good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
  and recovery of sight to the blind,
   to let the oppressed go free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus gave his first public reading and sermon at his home congregation – a synagogue in Nazareth. At that time Jesus was about 30-year-old. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus’ first sermon was just one sentence. After reading the words from Isaiah 61:1-2, his reflection on them was "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

Yes, it is Jesus’ first public sermon, it is just one sentence, it is very short, but it is the best news ever throughout whole human history, because it is not yesterday, or tomorrow, it is TODAY. At that particular moment, Jesus claimed that the salvation prophesied by Isaiah was fulfilled.  

Unlike Jesus’ audiences, we all know what happened after that day.

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." All these words are all fulfilled in Jesus’ rather short 3-year ministry. And he achieved more than these. 

A story is told that there was a baby girl in the hospital who was critically injured and had lost a large amount of blood. She urgently needed a transfusion, but the doctors couldn't find anyone with her rare blood type—except her 7-year-old brother.

The doctor took the young boy into his office, sat him down, and said, "Your sister is very sick. Unless we can help her, she's going to leave us and go to heaven. Will you give your blood to your baby sister so she can live?"

The young boy turned pale and his eyes filled with fear, but after a short period he whispered to the doctor, "Yes, I will."

At that, the physician smiled reassuringly and said, "Thank you. I knew you would."

The transfusion took place, and the 7-year-old seemed very nervous as he watched the blood from his body flow through the tube to his sister. The doctor said, "Don't worry, son. It will all be over before long." At that moment, big tears welled up in the little boy's eyes.

"Will I die soon? Will it be quick?" he asked the doctor.

It was obvious that this brave young boy thought he was giving up his own life so that his baby sister could live! What a beautiful picture of sacrifice and love.

In the very same way, Christ willingly gave his blood to save us from our sins. Yet it's easy to lose sight of this…to become so accustomed to hearing the story that we forget the magnitude of what his death really accomplished for you and me.
The fact is, Christ's death and resurrection is the greatest news we can ever receive! On the very first day of his public ministry, Jesus made up his mind to fulfill his calling to be a Savior.

Perhaps even though Jesus knew he would be betrayed by his beloved follower, he didn’t know how much hurt it exactly was; perhaps even though Jesus knew he would be tried and persecuted by priests and his own people, he didn’t know how shameful it exactly was; perhaps even though Jesus knew he would die on the cross, he didn’t know how painful it exactly was; perhaps even though Jesus knew it would be a tough decision at the end of his 3-year ministry, he didn’t know how anxious he was in the garden. But he made up his mind that very day. Before God and his families and neighbors and long-time friends, Jesus said: “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

From that day on, every day is today in Jesus’ life. And the promised salvation of God is fulfilled not only in our hearing but also in our living. And Jesus is inviting us into his ministry. It is the ministry of siding with the oppressed and undeserving. It is the frequently uncomfortable work of telling the good news of God’s salvation everywhere. It is the spiritual ministry of seeing that God is doing his work, today.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 482 ‘I Come with Joy’ 
1. I come with joy, a child of God,

forgiven, loved, and free,

the life of Jesus to recall

in love laid down for me,

in love laid down for me.

2. 
I come with Christians far and near

to find, as all are fed,

the new community of love

in Christ's communion bread,

in Christ's communion bread.

3. 
As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,

each proud division ends.

The love that made us, makes us one,

and strangers now are friends,

and strangers now are friends.

4. 
The Spirit of the risen Christ,

unseen, but ever near,

is in such friendship better known,

alive among us here,

alive among us here.

5. 
Together met, together bound

by all that God has done,

we'll go with joy, to give the world

the love that makes us one,

the love that makes us one.
(Title: I Come with Joy; Text:  Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, those living under oppression or those needing comfort this day especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love

to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 551 ‘The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve’ 
1
The Spirit sends us forth to serve;


we go in Jesus' name


to bring glad tidings to the poor,


God's favor to proclaim.

2
We go to comfort those who mourn


and set the burdened free;


where hope is dim, to share a dream


and help the blind to see.

3
We go to be the hands of Christ,


to scatter joy like seed


and, all our days, to cherish life,


to do the loving deed.

4
Then let us go to serve in peace,


the gospel to proclaim.


God's Spirit has empowered us;


we go in Jesus' name.

(Title: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve; Text:  Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734 - 1820 alt.; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal: 
Go with Christ into a weary world.  Share the good news
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
