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January 2nd, 2022 Second Sunday of Christmas – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 2nd, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship January 2nd, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

…………………………..

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………..

IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT ON-SITE WORSHIP SERVICES AND RISING COVID-19 INFECTION RATES

As you all know, the rapid spike in COVID-19 infections has caused the Ontario government to take a step back in the numbers and type of gatherings people and businesses can hold. Worship services appear to be exempt from these directives, but Church Council and the Ministry of Risk Management feel that the safety and well-being of our members and friends is more important than any potential risk posed by the Coronavirus.

Therefore, Church Council, with the support of the Ministry of Risk Management has made the decision to close the church following the worship service tomorrow, Sunday December 19th, and potentially re-opening Sunday, January 9th 2022 at the earliest. As you can appreciate, this date is tentative depending on infection rates as this date approaches. The entire Leadership Team regrets having to make this difficult decision, knowing how many of you were looking forward to being in our beautifully decorated sanctuary for this special season of our church year. 
God bless you all and please stay safe,

St. Peter’s Church Council, with the Ministry of Risk Management
…………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 287 ‘Let All Together Praise Our God’ (verses 1,2,3,4)

1
Let all together praise our God


before the highest throne;


today God opens heav'n again


and sends the only Son,


and sends the only Son.

2
From God's right hand the Son descends,


is born an infant small,


and lies in poverty, his bed


a manger in a stall,


a manger in a stall.

3
O tender Child, you veil in flesh


the splendor of your might;


a servant's garb now wraps the one


who clothed the sky with light,


who clothed the sky with light.

4
Your mother feeds you tenderly,

sings you a lullaby,


while angels, hailing David's heir,


your glory magnify,


your glory magnify.

(Title:  Let All Together Praise Our God; Text:  Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version; Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,
  “Save, O Lord, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor, together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back,
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.

 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
  and declare it in the coastlands far away;
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
  and over the young of the flock and the herd;
 their life shall become like a watered garden,
  and they shall never languish again.
 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
  and the young men and the old shall be merry.
 I will turn their mourning into joy,
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
 says the Lord. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 147:12-20 
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;

praise your God, O Zion,

who has strengthened the bars of your gates

and has blessed your children within you.

God has established peace on your borders

and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

God sends out a command to the earth,

a word that runs very swiftly.

God gives snow like wool,

scattering frost like ashes.

God scatters hail like bread crumbs.

Who can stand against God’s cold?

The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;

the wind blows, and the waters flow.

God declares the word to Jacob,

statutes and judgments to Israel.

The Lord has not done so to any other nation;

they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verses 1 & 3)

1
Word of God, come down on earth,


living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

3          Word that speaks God's tender love,


one with God beyond all telling,


Word that sends us from above


God the Spirit, with us dwelling,


Word of truth, to all truth lead us;


Word of life, with one bread feed us.

(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text: Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com;  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Johann R. Ahle; 1625-1673; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to John 1:1-18
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon: (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Today is already the 2nd Sunday after Christmas. Do you still have any gifts left unpacked? If you had all of them opened – to be honest – do you like every gift you received? Do you have any gifts you don’t want to keep? And do you have any gifts that you never use? Have you ever stood in the long line of returning gifts after Christmas? 

Don’t be shy. Don’t feel embarrassed. If you answer any of those questions with “yes”, you are not alone. According to a recent survey, when being asked the reason for returning their gifts, 60% say they don’t like what they got at all, and among them, 50% admit that they have at least 1 gift that cannot be returned but would never be used at all. 

So it amazes me when I read today’s Gospel reading from the 1st chapter of John when it says in verses 10 and 11 “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”

These prophetic words revealed a sad reality that even many, many times the message of Jesus Christ as the only true gift of Christmas has been preached, this loving gift from God to humans has not been well received. Because it is not a gift we have expected from God.

There is a story about a young man who was getting ready to graduate from college. For many months he had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer's showroom, and knowing his father could well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted.

As Graduation Day approached, the young man awaited signs that his father had purchased the car.  Finally, on the morning of his graduation, his father called him into his private study. His father told him how proud he was to have such a fine son, and told him how much he loved him. He handed his son a beautifully wrapped gift box. Curious, but somewhat disappointed, the young man opened the box and found a lovely, leather-bound Bible, with the young man's name embossed in gold. Angry, he raised his voice to his father and said, "With all your money, you give me a Bible?" and stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible on the table.

Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business. He had a beautiful home and wonderful family but realized his father was very old and thought perhaps he should go to him. He had not seen him since that graduation day. Before he could make arrangements, he received a telegram telling him his father had passed away and willed all of his possessions to his son. He needed to come home immediately and take care of everything.

When he arrived at his father's house, sudden sadness and regret filled his heart. He entered his father’s study and saw the still new Bible lying on the table, just as he had left it years ago. With tears, he opened the Bible and began to turn the pages. And as he did, a car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It had a tag with the dealer's name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag was the date of his graduation, and the words PAID IN FULL.

This father wanted to give his son more than just a sports car, so he put the key in the Bible. But sadly his son missed the gift because it did not arrive exactly as he’s expected. How many times do we miss God’s gift and blessings and answers to our prayers because they do not arrive exactly as we have expected?

Today, let us put our expectations aside first and unpack the gift of God together; let us hear these words once again and try to enjoy the good news in it once more…

In verse 1 it says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

That’s very profound, but not all…

In verse 14 it says: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” 

Sounds really good, but that’s not all…

In verses 16 and 17 it says: “Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. For the… grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 

This is the real gift from God, and there is more,

In verse 18 it says: “(Jesus Christ) the one and only Son (of God)… has made him known (to us).”

Today, at the beginning of this New Year, on the 2nd Sunday after Christmas, let us not return the word of God back to its sender, but keep it as the best gift we received; let us not leave our Bibles on the bookshelf or in the storage, but open it and use it every day and at any circumstance of our life, and by God’s grace let us be empowered to reflect his light and share his love in all that we do.  Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 514 ‘O Word of God Incarnate’ 
 1
O Word of God incarnate,


O Wisdom from on high,


O Truth unchanged, unchanging,


O Light of our dark sky:


we praise you for the radiance


that from the hallowed page,


a lantern to our footsteps,


shines on from age to age.

2
The church from you, dear Master,


received the gift divine;


and still that light is lifted


o'er all the earth to shine.


It is the chart and compass


that, all life's voyage through,


mid mists and rocks and quicksands


still guides, O Christ, to you.

3
Oh, make your church, dear Savior,


a lamp of burnished gold


to bear before the nations


your true light, as of old;


oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims


by this their path to trace,


till, clouds and darkness ended,


they see you face to face.

(Title:  O Word of God Incarnate; Text:  Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. Public Domain; Music:  Neuvermehrtes, Meiningen, 1693; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all those in need this day especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As the seasons and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service especially Wilhelm Loehe, whom we commemorate today. Lead us in your grace until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion:
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 876 ‘Let the Whole Creation Cry’ 

1
Let the whole creation cry,


"Glory to the Lord on high!"


Heav'n and earth, awake and sing,


"Praise to our almighty king!"


Praise God, angel hosts above,


ever bright and fair in love;


sun and moon, lift up your voice;


night and stars, in God rejoice.

2
Servants striving for the Lord,


prophets burning with the word,


those to whom the arts belong


add their voices to the song.


Pow'rs of knowledge and of law,


to the glorious circle draw;


all who work and all who wait,


sing, "The Lord is good and great!"

3
Men and women, young and old,


raise the anthem loud and bold,


and let children's happy hearts


in this worship take their parts;


from the north to southern pole


let the mighty chorus roll:


"Holy, Holy, Holy One;


glory be to God alone!"

(Title: Let the Whole Creation Cry; Text:  Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.; Public Domain; Music:  Jakob Hintze,1622-1702, Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750, adapt. Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
