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January 16th, 2022 Second Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 16th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship January 16th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

……………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………..

UPDATE ABOUT SUSPENDED WORSHIP SERVICES

On the recommendation of the Ministry of Risk Management and Church Council, as well as from Eastern Synod Bishop Michael Pryse, we have decided to continue to suspend in-person worship until Sunday February 6th, 2022. Any changes to that plan will be communicated via this space and our Facebook Page. You are strongly encouraged to follow all provincial and local guidelines to help stop the spike in COVID-19 infection rates. Please stay safe and help to keep your friends and family safe as well.

—The Ministry of Risk Management & Church Council

……………………….

DON’T FORGET YOUR HONEY THIS VALENTINE’S DAY.

Order Pine Hill Wildflower Honey and you will be loved forever.

$8.00 / 500 gram

$16.00  / 1000 gram

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's office to place an order.

Don't delay, quantities may be limited.

…………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 167 ‘Now the Feast and Celebration’
Refrain


Now the feast and celebration,


all of creation sings for joy


to the God of life and love and freedom;


praise and glory forevermore!

1
Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,


whose blood has freed and united us


to be one great people of God.  Refrain

2
Power and riches, wisdom and might,


all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain
3
For God has come to dwell with us,


to make us people of God; 


to make all things new.  Refrain

(Title:  Now the Feast and Celebration; Text & Music: Text: Marty Haugen b. 1950; Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Isaiah 62:1-5
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
  and her salvation like a burning torch.
 The nations shall see your vindication,
  and all the kings your glory;
 and you shall be called by a new name
  that the mouth of the Lord will give.
 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
  and your land Married;
 for the Lord delights in you,
  and your land shall be married.
 For as a young man marries a young woman,
  so shall your builder marry you,
 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
  so shall your God rejoice over you. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 36:5-10 
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens,

and your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep;

you save humankind and animals, O Lord.

How priceless is your love, O God!

All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

They feast upon the abundance of your house;

you give them drink from the river of your delights.

For with you is the well of life,

and in your light we see light.

Continue your loving kindness to those who know you,

and your favor to those who are true of heart.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verses 1 & 3)

1
Word of God, come down on earth,


living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

3          Word that speaks God's tender love,


one with God beyond all telling,


Word that sends us from above


God the Spirit, with us dwelling,


Word of truth, to all truth lead us;


Word of life, with one bread feed us.

(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text: Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com;  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Johann R. Ahle; 1625-1673; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to John 2:1-11
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from though the servants who had drawn the water knew, the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
When I was still in seminary, I remember it was in the last year, some professors and senior students got together to have theological discussion in a local bar. In many churches, drinking is considered not appropriate behavior, especially for pastors and seminarians. But thank God, it is never a problem in the Lutheran church. 

I still remember that at that day, the discussion was led by a church history professor, and the topic was like this: If everybody is asked to write their own Gospel book regarding Jesus’ words and deeds, what would be the first instance through which Jesus showed his greatness?

Everybody there joined the discussion, and we made a quite long list before I finished my first pint. There were Jesus feeding 5000, the passion and resurrection of Jesus, Jesus walking on the water, Jesus calling Lazarus back to life… You name it. At the end, the leading professor pointed out that nobody mentioned the miracle of Jesus changing water into wine in the Cana wedding, which interestingly was recorded by St. John as the 1st and one of Jesus’ major miracles in his Gospel book. 

At the end of his Gospel, John says “Jesus did many signs… which are not written in this book. But some are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah.” 

Why among so many miracles Jesus performed John chose this particular one to be the first miracle? Why couldn’t Jesus have found a better purpose when he performed his first miracle? Why couldn’t he have intervened in some of the many political conflicts of the time and put an end to wars? Why couldn’t he have done something with the world’s food supply and put an end to world hunger? Why did he choose a small town wedding where he had to provide some more wine? Why does Jesus choose to provide wine at a village wedding when he would reveal his glory?

This story tells us that Jesus comes to our world not just for fulfilling some religious ideals. He’s among us to demonstrate God’s love not only through theoretical teachings but through performing real caring to people’s real needs, physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. 

Jesus says: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that all the people may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 

The text for today reminds us that we have a generous God and a generous savior. We have a God who wants us to have all good things. And he wants us to have abundance. Just as when he was a guest at the small town wedding in Galilee and they were short of wine. Jesus did not just provide a little wine. He found six of the biggest water jars available and while he was at it, he provided about 120 to 180 gallons of wine. They should be able to keep the party going much longer.

If Jesus comes to our world to help us have abundant life, how can we have it abundantly? In this story, Mary, Jesus’ mother, shows us a great example of prayer, a demonstration of her trust and obey. 

What is it Mary does? She merely tells Jesus what the problem is. She does not suggest what Jesus should do. Mary no doubt has some idea of what Jesus is capable of. She remembers how he was born, and how he was conceived. She remembers the message from the angel that her son, Jesus “will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:31-33). But she does not come to Jesus with an already thought out solution. She simply says what the problem is. And she is so confident that Jesus, who is the giver of all good things, and who cares for us and wants us to have abundance, he will provide the best possible solution, better than what she can imagine.

Jesus’ reply to his mother may seem harsh. Mary, however, is not discouraged by this seemingly abrupt answer she receives from Jesus, but she remains just as confident that Jesus has the situation under control. She does not bother to talk more to him about it. She knows that he knows. And she trusts him. She simply tells the servants: "Do whatever he tells you" (John 2:5).

I don’t know if Mary would have been able to imagine what Jesus was about to do. Probably not. When Jesus provides an answer to our prayers, the answer is often more glorious than what we were able to expect. By giving us something other than exactly what we were expecting for, he is able to give us more. He provides a solution that is better than what we even could imagine.

He is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, says the apostle Paul (Eph 3:20). It is true.

Hymn of the Day: WOV # 748 ‘Bind Us Together’
Refrain:
   Bind us together Lord
   Bind us together with cords
   That cannot be broken
   Bind us together Lord
   Bind us together Lord
   Bind us together with love
1   There is only one God
There is only one King
There is only one Boy,
That is why we can sing Refrain

2   You are the family of God

You are the promise divine
You are God’s chosen desire
You are the glorious new wine Refrain

(Title:  Bind Us Together; Text & Music:  Bob Gillman © 1977 Kingsway Thankyou Music, admin. Integrity's Hosanna! Music in N., S., and C. America; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. Unite those who profess your name across congregations, denominations, and geographic boundaries. Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising miracles. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, orchard-keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect food and water sources from destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold leadership positions at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate decisions that build up safe and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and serving the common good. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of healing for those in need this day especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with self-worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind us that nothing can separate us from your love. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way of courageous faith. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love

to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 531 ‘The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing’ 
1   The trumpets sound, the angels sing

The feast is ready to begin

The gates of heaven are open wide

And Jesus welcomes you inside

Refrain

Sing with thankfulness
Songs of pure delight
Come and revel in
Heaven's love and light
Take your place at the
Table of the King
The feast is ready to begin
The feast is ready to begin

2   Tables are laden with good things

Oh, taste the peace and joy he brings

He’ll fill you up with love divine

He’ll turn your water into wine Refrain

3   The hungry heart he satisfies

Offers the poor his paradise

Now hear all heaven and earth applaud

The amazing goodness of the Lord  Refrain
(Title:  The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing (The Feast Is Ready) Text & Music:  Graham Kendrick, b. 1950;  © 1989 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere. All rights reserved. ASCAP; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go with Christ into a weary world.  Share the good news
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
