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January 15th, 2023 Second Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
ZOOM INFORMATION: 

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 15th, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship January 15th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
……………………………
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………..
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….
Here is the YouTube link for this past Sunday’s (January 8th) service: https://youtu.be/fHKCKB8B29g 

……………………….
Bible Study - If you are interested in participating in a Bible Study Group, please add your name and telephone number to the Bible Study Signup Form that is located on the table in the narthex, or call the church office at 519-653-4721.  Further details will follow!

…………………………

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

Dr. Peter Nikiforuk January 22, 2023

RCCO Members’ Recital February 19, 2023

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

………………………

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.

To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

…………………………….

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present a new composition by local composer Justin LaPierre, ‘Messe de Sainte Anne ’, a weaving together of Québécois hymns and folk music, at St Matthews Lutheran Church (54 Benton St, Kitchener) at 7:30pm on Saturday, February 4.  $25 Adults. $5 Children/Students.  www.mennosingers.com 
…………………………….
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the ancestral land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Gathering Hymn: ELW # 305 ‘When Jesus Came to Jordan’

1
When Jesus came to Jordan


to be baptized by John,


he did not come for pardon


but as the Sinless One.


He came to share repentance


with all who mourn their sins,


to speak the vital sentence


with which good news begins.

2
He came to share temptation,


our utmost woe and loss,


for us and our salvation


to die upon the cross.


So when the dove descended


on him, the Son of Man,


the hidden years had ended,


the age of grace began.

3
Come, Holy Spirit, aid us


to keep the vows we make;


this very day invade us,


and ev'ry bondage break.


Come, give our lives direction,


the gift we covet most:


to share the resurrection


that leads to Pentecost.

(Title: When Jesus Came to Jordan; Text:  Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000; Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie:  ‘Haitian Kyrie’

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Sauvez-moi la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie, Kyrie.


Sauvez-nous la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie.


Kyrie_eleison, Christe eleison,


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie_eleison.

(Title: Haitian Kyrie; Text: Haitian traditional; adapt. Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951; Text © Andrew Donaldson, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer of the Day:
God of all people, You called many by name, asking them to follow Jesus; to come and see, and be in relationship with him. Call us by name, help us to follow, and grow in our hearts that desire to be in relationship with You. We pray this in the name of Jesus, the one who calls us to come and see. Amen.
Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
Psalm 40:1-11

From the psalmist we hear a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness and steadfast love. These words invite us to recall the moments in our own lives when we’ve experienced God’s abiding presence and saving grace. Let us give thanks for God’s goodness as we listen to the word…
The First Reading: Psalm 40:1-11

I waited patiently upon the Lord,

who stooped to me and heard my cry.

The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,

and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure.

The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;

many shall see, and stand in awe, and they shall trust the Lord.

Happy are they who trust in the Lord!

They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.

Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us, none can be compared with you!

Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can count.

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire;

you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.

And so I said, “Here I am; I come.

In the scroll of the book it is written of me:

‘I love to do your will, O my God;

your law is deep within me.’”

I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;

I have not restrained my lips, O Lord, you know.

I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;

I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly.

You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me;

may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.*

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

For the entire season of Epiphany, our second readings will come from the first few chapters of Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth. This is a community that Paul helped to found, and one that is known for being a community beset by conflict.

Conflict is a tricky thing for churches. There’s often a sense that because we’re here to follow in Jesus’ way – to be of service to God and the world – that we will get along with one another. But go into any church, and you will find examples of conflict.

Paul does not shy away from addressing the conflicts within the Corinthian church, but he also knows that this community is defined by more than their conflict. Paul begins his letter by naming all the gifts and strengths he sees in them. And while one might argue that Paul is easing into the hard stuff, I don’t think that ought to diminish the truth of these words.

No community is all bad or all good - just as no person is all bad or all good. And the challenge with conflict is that it can become hard for us to still see the good in others and in ourselves. And so, may Paul’s words invite us to recall the gifts we see in this community and in one another. Let us listen to the word…
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
From Paul, called by God’s will to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, and from Sosthenes our brother.
To God’s church that is in Corinth:
To those who have been made holy to God in Christ Jesus, who are called to be God’s people.
Together with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place—he’s their Lord and ours!

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I thank my God always for you, because of God’s grace that was given to you in Christ Jesus. That is, you were made rich through him in everything: in all your communication and every kind of knowledge, in the same way that the testimony about Christ was confirmed with you. The result is that you aren’t missing any spiritual gift while you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also confirm your testimony about Christ until the end so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and you were called by him to partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation: ACS # 973 ‘The Word Who Sang the Light into Creation’ (verses 1 & 5)
1
The Word who sang the light into creation,


who spoke to all through prophet voices bold


the warning cry, the promise of salvation,


shines ever as of old.

5
O Word, you are the "Yes" of all God's promise:


"Amen!" we shout; in you our faith is sure.


Oh, lead us to the light of God's own presence,


to life forevermore.

(Title: The Word Who Sang the Light into Creation; Text: Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951; © 1982, 2000 Alberto Taulé.  Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007; © 1982, 2000 Alberto Taulé.  Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to John 1:29-42
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one about whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is really greater than me because he existed before me.’ Even I didn’t recognize him, but I came baptizing with water so that he might be made known to Israel.” John testified, “I saw the Spirit coming down from heaven like a dove, and it rested on him. Even I didn’t recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit coming down and resting is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  I have seen and testified that this one is God’s Son.”

The next day John was standing again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus walking along he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard what he said, and they followed Jesus.
When Jesus turned and saw them following, he asked, “What are you looking for?”

They said, “Rabbi (which is translated Teacher), where are you staying?”

He replied, “Come and see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

One of the two disciples who heard what John said and followed Jesus was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Christ ). He led him to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

“Jesus Says Come and See” – John 1:35-51

As long as I can remember I’ve had a desire to learn more about God and Jesus and the stories of our faith. I was the kid who loved Sunday School and confirmation and Bible Study. This curiosity is what eventually led me to become a pastor, and I can remember started seminary excited to nurture that curiosity (and hoping to finally find some answers to those hardest questions).

Questions like:

Who is God?

What does it mean that God is three and yet one?

How can God be both human and divine, and why does that matter?

Why is there so much suffering in the world?

What does the Bible teach about life and death and life after death?

For me seminary was an exciting time of deep learning. But I still remember clear as day getting to the end of my studies and feeling a sense of dread. That even with all this theological training, I still didn’t feel that I had the answers to those very hardest questions.

Our professors would tell us that it wasn’t our job to have all the answers, but that didn’t necessarily make it any easier going out to interview with congregations and wondering whether someone somewhere might put me on the spot with a tough question and I might be fumbling for words.
I still struggle some days with not having all the answers to the hard questions of faith that I wish I had. But over time, and with experience, I’ve come to see that my professors were indeed right.
For pastors, and for all people of faith, it’s not our job to have ALL the answers. And one of the things that’s helped me most with accepting this is realizing I’m in good company.
When Jesus asks Andrew and the unnamed disciple why they are following him – “who are you looking for?” – they don’t have an answer.
Put on the spot, all they can think to say is “where are you staying?” I can just see them kicking themselves for asking such a “dumb” question. Likely not the first impression they wanted to make on God’s Son – “the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
Our gospel reading ends with Jesus calling Andrew and then Simon Peter, but when we read on, we see that the next day Jesus goes out again and calls more disciples – Philip, and Philip brings along his friend Nathanael.
Now I want to talk a moment about Nathanael. Nathanael is a student of the scriptures and so his interest is piqued when Philip tells him that they’ve found “him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote.” But he’s also taken aback. What’s surprises Nathanael about Philip’s news is the detail that “this one” is a man named Jesus from Nazareth.
Nathanael can’t believe that the Messiah would come from Nazareth. He even wonders, “can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
It turns out that an answer that Nathanael thought he could hold onto – that the Messiah couldn’t come from Nazareth – turns out to be wrong.
For me, these confused and curious disciples are a comforting reminder that the life of faith is about the search for meaning, purpose, and connection. It’s often not at all about the answers. Instead, faith is more about the questions and the journey.
Because what does Jesus say to Andrew and the unnamed disciples when they ask him where he’s staying? Jesus invites them to “come and see.”
And this invitation begins to spread. Jesus calls Philip to “follow him,” and then Philip invites his friend Nathanael to “come and see.” To bring his questions and his doubts, and to come and see for himself who this Jesus really is.
The life of following Jesus, the life of discipleship, is an invitation to relationship; to do life together.

Jesus invites the disciples to take a journey with him; to sit with him and listen; to see miracles; to eat together and live together and be friends.
Jesus promises that if they come with him they will see great things

– that in him and with him they will encounter God

and come to know God more deeply.
They will come to find some answers

– but Jesus doesn’t promise ALL the answers.
So often faith is talked about as if it’s “knowing things about God.” But faith is not just what we think or believe about God; faith is a relationship of trust with God. And as with any relationship, as we grow and change and evolve, so our faith will grow and change and evolve.
Faith is not having all of the answers to life’s mysteries; faith is simply answering that invitation to come and see.
To come and sit with the scriptures, so that we might hear God’s Living Word spoken in this time and place.

To come and pray, so that we might listen for God’s presence and action in our lives and our world.

To come and worship, so that we might see Jesus revealed to us in prayer, music, and the sacraments.

To come and serve others, so that we might see Jesus revealed in acts of compassion and love, of giving and receiving.
To invite others to come and see what church is all about, who God is and what Jesus is like. And not to worry about not having answers to the hard questions – just to invite others, like Jesus did, to come and see – trusting that together the Spirit will help us learn and grow and deepen in faith.
We often make faith first and foremost about holding certain beliefs – beliefs about who God is and what God is like. And certainly beliefs have a place – but that’s not where Jesus starts.

Jesus begins with an invitation to explore; to ‘come and see.’

My hope is that you will hear Jesus’ call as an invitation to you. As an invitation to nurture your relationship with God this year, and beyond – throughout your whole life.
May we hear the voice of Jesus call to each one of us: “Come and See.” And may the Spirit give us the courage and curiosity to answer this call. For who knows what wonderful and unexpected places it may lead us. AMEN
Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 798 ‘Will You Come and Follow Me’ (The Summons)
1
"Will you come and follow me


if I but call your name?


Will you go where you don't know


and never be the same?


Will you let my love be shown,


will you let my name be known,


will you let my life be grown


in you and you in me?

2
"Will you leave yourself behind


if I but call your name?


Will you care for cruel and kind


and never be the same?


Will you risk the hostile stare,


should your life attract or scare?


Will you let me answer pray'r


in you and you in me?

3
"Will you let the blinded see


if I but call your name?


Will you set the pris'ners free


and never be the same?


Will you kiss the leper clean,


and do such as this unseen,


and admit to what I mean


in you and you in me?

4
"Will you love the you you hide


if I but call your name?


Will you quell the fear inside


and never be the same?


Will you use the faith you've found


to reshape the world around,


through my sight and touch and sound


in you and you in me?"

5
Lord, your summons echoes true


when you but call my name.


Let me turn and follow you


and never be the same.


In your company I'll go


where your love and footsteps show.


Thus I'll move and live and grow


in you and you in me.

(Title: Will You Come and Follow Me; Text:  John L. Bell, b. 1949; Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Scottish traditional; arr. © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of your faithfulness, sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the earth. Free us from set ways of thinking and by the Spirit, give us courage to follow your call to “come and see.” Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters: protect them from pollution, support plants and animals who depend on them, and bring rain in places of drought. Guide us in protecting the rights of waterways and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show your mercy to all nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies with righteousness; equip judges with discernment and compassion. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and communities suffering violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the shadow of your hand and make us signs of your faithfulness to all in need. We pray especially for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, the family of Isaac and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr., whose birthday is tomorrow, give us bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished arrow, give us courage to receive your call to repentance and racial justice. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for the testimony of those who have died in the faith. Strengthen us as we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ‘Arise Shine’ (From the Singing in Community paperless song book)
Arise, shine,  

for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

(Title: Arise Shine; Text: Ruth Cunningham, Text © 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Ruth Cunningham, Music © 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: Liberating God,
you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*

We praise you, all-holy God, (ACS - OPTION E: Form G — from setting 12)
for the universe beyond our knowing,

and for friends and strangers and family,

We praise you for your covenant people,

and for centuries of faithful Christians,

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ,

who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,

inspire your people for service,

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace,

today, tomorrow, and forever.

Amen.*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW # 808 ‘Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song’ 
1. Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go:

you alone are our life and our peace and our love.

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

2. Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

3. As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.

For you saved me by giving your body and blood.

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.

4. I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side.

And with all of the family you saved by your love,

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.

(Title: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song, (Jésus, je voudrais te chanter) Text & Music:  Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931; Text © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace. 

C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.

Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you. Amen.*

Blessing:
The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

Amen.*

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 313 ‘O Lord, Now Let Your Servant’
1
O Lord, now let your servant


depart in heav'nly peace,


for I have seen the glory


of your redeeming grace:


a light to lead the nations


unto your holy hill,


the glory of your people,


your chosen Israel.

2
Then grant that I may follow


your gleam, O glorious Light,


till earthly shadows scatter,


and faith is changed to sight;


till raptured saints shall gather


upon that shining shore,


where Christ, the blessed daystar,


shall light them evermore.
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Dismissal: 
A: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.*
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