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February 27th, 2022 Transfiguration of Our Lord/Last Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on February 27th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship February 27th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 
……………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………………
Important Dates from Church Council (Note:  Date Change for AGM)

March 2, 2022 - Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm at St. Peter's and on zoom.
March 27, 2022 - Annual General Meeting following worship (in-person and on zoom)

Church Council invites congregation members to submit a nomination profile to them by March 1st if you are interested in a position on council. Please call the church office at 519-653-4721 to make arrangements to receive a form.

…………………..
Pastor Monika Wiesner is our guest pastor today – welcome!

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 315 ‘How Good, Lord, to Be Here!’
1.  How good, Lord, to be here!

Your glory fills the night;

your face and garments, like the sun,

shine with unborrowed light.

2. How good, Lord, to be here!

your beauty to behold

where Moses and Elijah stand,

your messengers of old.

3. Fulfiller of the past

and hope of things to be,

we hail your body glorified

and our redemption see.

4. Before we taste of death,

we see your kingdom come;

we long to hold the vision bright

and make this hill our home.

5. How good, Lord, to be here!

Yet we may not remain;

but since you bid us leave the mount,

come with us to the plain.

(Title:  How Good, Lord, to Be Here! Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.; Public Domain; Music: W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Exodus 34:29-35
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 99 
The Lord is king; let the people tremble.

The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.

The Lord, great in Zion,

is high above all peoples.

Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;

God is the Holy One.

O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s footstool;

God is the Holy One.

Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your name, O Lord;

they called upon you, and you answered them,

you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;

they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.

O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;

you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill;

for the Lord our God is the Holy One.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 8 (page 188 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 9:28-36
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.  (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Monika’s voice here)
Many years ago, my family and I flew out to Alberta to go skiing at Sunshine Village.  When you’ve skied only the baby hills of Ontario, skiing in the Rocky Mountains is about as close to heaven as you can get!  Literally and metaphorically!  (  At Sunshine Village, you could take a chairlift to the highest point on the mountain, called the Great Divide because you could see into two provinces at the same time – Alberta and British Columbia.  From there we would ski down the 5 km run to the base of the mountain.  It was truly incredible.

I remember the one day as if it were yesterday.  We were the only ones at the top of the Great Divide … surrounded by nothing but snow and mountains and blue sky.  I had a distinct feeling of time standing still … and I felt a tremendous sense of God’s presence all around us.  It must have been a “thin place” up there … a place where they say the veil between heaven and earth is lifted.  I remember thinking to myself, “You must remember this moment!”

I guess that’s what Peter felt, too, when he suggests they build three dwelling places on the mountain.  We don’t want a mountaintop experience to end – we want to hold on to it as long as we can – but these special moments are not ours to possess.

There are so many ways to interpret this morning’s gospel story.  I could preach a month of Sundays and still find something new to say about it.  A 12-minute sermon can never do it justice.   However, this morning I’d like to share with you an interpretation that was new to me when I learned it just a few years ago.  It comes out of the Jewish tradition and it’s more compelling than any interpretation I had heard before.

Biblical scholars now believe that many of the stories about Jesus were written to coincide with the Jewish liturgical calendar … around the events of the Jewish holy days and religious festivals.  And it is believed that this particular story is a case in point.  I’d like to share some of that with you now.  

There’s a Jewish festival called Sukkot, also known as the Festival of Booths or the Festival of Tabernacles.  Sukkot is the Hebrew word for “huts” or “booths”, and it is celebrated every year for two reasons.   One – Sukkot is an autumn festival and so it is celebrated to give thanks for a bountiful harvest, much like our Thanksgiving.  And two – it is celebrated to commemorate the forty years that Moses and the Israelites wandered through the desert after their escape from Egypt.  During these years of wandering in the desert, the people lived in temporary huts or booths, trusting that God was leading them toward the Promised Land. 

So let’s learn a little bit about how Sukkot is celebrated today.  Sukkot is one of the oldest Jewish festivals, older even than both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  To this very day, Sukkot remains one of the most beloved of the Jewish festivals.   Children just love it!   If you have Jewish friends, you’ll know all about this.   Families build huts or booths in their back yards, or outside the synagogue, or any outdoor spaces available.  The children get to help decorate the Sukkot and the family lives outdoors as much as possible.  They eat and sleep and entertain friends, play music and simply enjoy themselves in the sukkot as much as possible for seven days.   The sukkot is a reminder that God is faithful, that God dwelled among their people during their time in the wilderness.   After seven days, the huts are taken down and put away until the following year, reminding people not to get too attached to their physical comforts.

And … on a metaphorical level, the sukkot reflects another temporary dwelling place:  the body, which houses the soul.  Sukkot reminds us that everything in this life is temporary, including our physical existence.

Now here comes the best part of the story!  Here is where Sukkot links into today’s gospel reading.   Back in Jesus’ day, on the evening of the first day of Sukkot, the people of Jerusalem would gather at the Temple.  Three 80-foot high golden candlesticks were set up in the outer courts of the Temple.  Four golden bowls were placed on each candlestick, and four ladders rested against each.  A priest stood on top of each ladder and poured oil from a ten-gallon pitcher into each bowl.   That’s twelve priests, each with ten gallons of oil!  The worn-out liturgical garments of the priests were used for wicks.  Then the candles were lit.  Imagine it!   Gallons and gallons of oil burning high in the night sky!   The light from these candlesticks was so bright, it was written in the Talmud, that “there was no courtyard in Jerusalem that was not lit up with the light at [this] ceremony.”   Now here comes the point of the story:  This incredibly radiant bright light symbolized the Shekinah, the divine presence of God.

Shekinah is a Hebrew word meaning “the divine presence of God”.  It literally means “dwelling place”.    So are you getting a sense of what is happening here in our gospel story?

The Shekinah, the divine presence of God, now radiates from Jesus.  Standing on a mountaintop, alongside the great Jewish heroes of the past – Moses and Elijah -- Jesus is transfigured.   In this beautiful story, imaged through the Jewish experience of Sukkot, we now experience the presence of the Divine in Jesus!   We experience the presence of God.   It radiates forth from Jesus, like the radiance of the burning candlesticks in the Temple courtyard on the first night of Sukkot.

It always amazes me how beautifully these stories are written.  The gospel writers could barely put words to what they were experiencing in this man Jesus … and so they told his story in the only way they knew how – using their own heroes, using their own festivals and holy days, and using their own meaningful images.    

Over the next many decades, as the earliest believers slowly separated themselves from synagogue life, these first gospels came to be written.   To fully understand them, we need to understand the Jewish world in which they were born.   

But in whatever way they were created and written, our story this morning is quite simply meant to say … that when people experienced Jesus, they experienced the presence of God.  

It’s really just as simple – and as magnificent – as that!    Amen

May the peace that is beyond all human understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Jesus our Lord.   Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 306 ‘Come, Beloved of the Maker’ 
1. Come, beloved of the Maker, 

come, behold the Firstborn One;

see revealed creation's splendor

crowned in glory like the sun.

2. See the Morningstar now beckon

to those bound to doubt and night;

"Follow me," Christ calls in welcome,

"come from darkness into light."

3. Follow to the birth of newness;

follow to the life of peace;

follow to the hill of anguish;

follow to the garden bliss.

4. There we too will burn and brighten,

God's resplendent work begun;

glory will ascend and heighten,

crowning us with glorious sun.

5. Christ, bright image of the Maker,

God, whose glory none may pass,

Spirit, sun of love and splendor,

bear us into light at last.

(Title:  Come, Beloved of the Maker; Text:   Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953; Text © 2001 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music: David Cherwien, b. 1957; Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

Transform us by your greatness, O God. Send us down the mountain to share joy with all people. Make us agents of change, confident that your hope will vanquish despair and your goodness will conquer evil. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
The mountains and valleys sing your praise. Dazzle us with your presence in every landscape: bluffs built by ancient glaciers, canyons carved by flowing rivers, flat horizons with uninterrupted views, and sands shaped by ocean tides. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You love justice and establish equity. Strengthen leaders of local governments, community nonprofits, and grassroots campaigns. Bless them with gifts of integrity, creativity, and sound conscience. Build up safe and joyful communities where all people may thrive. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Heal those who are in distress, or are sick and in need, especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nansea (pronounced Nancy), Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Give patience to those waiting for answers. Grant hope to those who have reached the limits of treatment. Give compassionate hearts to those who accompany loved ones through illness and uncertainty. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Today we shout alleluia from the mountaintop; this week we enter the wilderness of Lent. Bless all who prepare and lead us in worship during this change of season: pastors, deacons, musicians, and all who contribute to our worship life. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed are they who listened to Christ’s voice in this life and now rest with him. Transform us from glory into glory, and give us your peace, that we do not lose heart. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love

to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ACS # 954 ‘You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd’ (verses 2 & 4)
2
Clothed in light upon the mountain,


stripped of might upon the cross,


shining in eternal glory,


beggared by a soldier's toss,


you, the everlasting instant;


you, who are both gift and cost.

4
Worthy is our earthly Jesus!


Worthy is our cosmic Christ!


Worthy your defeat and vict'ry;


worthy still your peace and strife.


You, the everlasting instant;


you, who are our death and life.

(Title:  You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd; Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955–1993; Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   French folk tune. 17th cent. (Picardy); Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Prayers for Peace & Lighting of Peace Candle
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 887 ‘This Is My Song’ 

1. This is my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;

but other hearts in other lands are beating

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

2. My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine.

So hear my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for their land and for mine.

3. This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms,

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you,

and hearts united learn to live as one.

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;

myself I give you; let your will be done.

(Title:  This Is My Song; Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3; Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. Used by permission; Music:  Public  Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever. 
Amen.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
