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February 26th, 2023 First Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal

ZOOM INFORMATION: 

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on February 26th, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship February 26th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
……………………………….
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:
PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Bible Study will be in the Art Room on Mondays at 3:00 PM, beginning March 6th.

Please join us – all are welcome!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Bradley Moggach Sunday March 19, 2023 at 3:00 PM

$10.00 at the door (Students free)

…………………………………

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.

To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

……………………….

Lenten Discussion Series – Bless the Lent We Actually Have

On Zoom, Wednesdays at 7:15PM

The ZOOM link for this series opens at 6.45 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86719040403?pwd=akxCWllYMXYySjUxNUxuUlJzTkxxQT09 

Meeting ID:  867 1904 0403 Passcode: 865095
March 1 – Blessed Are The Imperfect

March 8 – Blessed Are The Curious
March 15 – Blessed Are Those Who Suffer

March 22 – Blessed Are The Lonely

March 29 – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Each session will be about 45 mins. You’re invited to join us for any or all, as you are able and interested. For more information, contact Pastor Laura at pastor@st-peters-cambridge.org
……………………….

Here is the YouTube link for the sermon from this past Sunday’s (February 19th) service: https://youtu.be/nkoqBkqMvGE 

……………..……….

February 26th, 2023
Plan to attend our Pulled Pork Lunch, complete with salads, and desserts on February 26th. The best dessert will win the "Titanium Spatula" (formerly the Golden Spoonie) trophy. And don't forget to come prepared for Heads or Tails!  Freewill Offering. 
………………………….

Presiding Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the treaty land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 326 ‘Bless Now, O God, the Journey’
1. Bless now, O God, the journey 

that all your people make,

the path through noise and silence, 

the way of give and take.

The trail is found in desert 

and winds the mountain round,

then leads beside still waters,

the road where faith is found.

2. Bless sojourners and pilgrims 

who share this winding way;

your hope burns through the terrors, 

your love sustains the day.

We yearn for holy freedom

while often we are bound;

together we are seeking 

the road where faith is found.

3. Divine eternal lover, 

you meet us on the road.

We wait for land of promise 

where milk and honey flow,
but waiting not for places, 

you meet us all around.

Our covenant is written 

on roads, as faith is found.

(Title: Bless Now, O God, the Journey; Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993; Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Welsh tune, 19th cent. Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)

Invitation to Lent

Friends in Christ, on Ash Wednesday, with the whole church we entered the time of remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

This is a season for acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

We join in a time of confession as we remember our own limitations, and our need for a Saviour. 

Confession: 
Have mercy, O God,

C: against you, you alone,
we have sinned.
In your compassion,
cleanse us from our sin
and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart
and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away,
but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.
Imposition of Ashes

L: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:

L: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Hymn during imposition of ashes: ACS # 919 ‘Remember That You Are Dust’

Remember that you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.

(Title: Remember That You Are Dust; Text: Text: Ash Wednesday liturgy; Music: Mark Mummert, b. 1965; Music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister continues.

L: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
As tender as parent to child,

so deep is God’s compassion for you.

As high as heaven is above earth,

so vast is God’s love for you.

As far as east is from west,

so far God removes your sin from you,

renewing your life through Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.

C: Blessed be God forever.
Kyrie:  ELW Setting 4 (page 147)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day:
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.* 
Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
If you were to scour the Bible for passages to support the idea “Blessed are the Imperfect” I don’t think you’d be able to find anything more spot on than this passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

In this passage he makes the case that humans are imperfect. We sin, we make mistakes, we often fall victim to the idea that if we just try hard enough that we can save ourselves. 

Thankfully, God loves this creation so much that even in our imperfection, we have been blessed. Paul tells us, in Christ, we have been freed the power of sin and death. 

Our imperfections remain, but they no longer get the final word. 

Let us listen to the word… 

The Reading: Romans 5:12-19

Just as through one human being sin came into the world, and death came through sin, so death has come to everyone, since everyone has sinned. Although sin was in the world, since there was no Law, it wasn’t taken into account until the Law came.  But death ruled from Adam until Moses, even over those who didn’t sin in the same way Adam did—Adam was a type of the one who was coming.
But the free gift of Christ isn’t like Adam’s failure. If many people died through what one person did wrong, God’s grace is multiplied even more for many people with the gift—of the one person Jesus Christ—that comes through grace. The gift isn’t like the consequences of one person’s sin. The judgment that came from one person’s sin led to punishment, but the free gift that came out of many failures led to the verdict of acquittal. If death ruled because of one person’s failure, those who receive the multiplied grace and the gift of righteousness will even more certainly rule in life through the one person Jesus Christ.
So now the righteous requirements necessary for life are met for everyone through the righteous act of one person, just as judgment fell on everyone through the failure of one person. Many people were made righteous through the obedience of one person, just as many people were made sinners through the disobedience of one person.  (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation: Lenten Acclamation from Setting 4 (ELW page # 151)
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.*
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 4:1-11
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then the Spirit led Jesus up into the wilderness so that the devil might tempt him. After Jesus had fasted for forty days and forty nights, he was starving. The tempter came to him and said, “Since you are God’s Son, command these stones to become bread.”

Jesus replied, “It’s written, People won’t live only by bread, but by every word spoken by God.”
After that the devil brought him into the holy city and stood him at the highest point of the temple. He said to him, “Since you are God’s Son, throw yourself down; for it is written, I will command my angels concerning you, and they will take you up in their hands so that you won’t hit your foot on a stone.”
Jesus replied, “Again it’s written, Don’t test the Lord your God.”
Then the devil brought him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. He said, “I’ll give you all these if you bow down and worship me.”
Jesus responded, “Go away, Satan, because it’s written, You will worship the Lord your God and serve only him.” 11 The devil left him, and angels came and took care of him.   (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Sermon: Blessed Are The Fragile/Blessed Are The Imperfect 
Matthew 4:1-11 
This Lenten season we are using a resource called “Bless the Lent we Actually Have” by Kate Bowler. If you’re not familiar with Kate, she’s a New York Times bestselling author, podcast host, and a professor of American Religious History at Duke University. And, in 2015, at the age of 35, Kate was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. 
She’s written two best-selling memoirs about her experience with cancer. 
Her first, called “Everything Happens for a Reason (and other lies I’ve loved),” explores and challenges the belief that all tragedies are tests of character. 
And her second, “No Cure for Being Human (and other truths I need to hear),” is about coming to terms with limitations in a culture that promises anything is possible. 
Kate is someone who knows about the fragility of life. And as you can see from the titles of her books, she also has a great sense of humour. In her writings and on her podcast, there is always the approach that in life there are no guarantees AND life is still beautiful and good and worth it. 
This Lent, we will reflect on “the lives we actually have,” and rest in the promise that in our imperfect, messy, complicated lives we are blessed. 
We would have began on Ash Wednesday by proclaiming this truth: Blessed are the Fragile; and on this 1st Sunday in Lent: Blessed are the Imperfect.
Kate writes, “we live in a culture that tells us we are #blessed when we are independent, perfectable, and have it all together. But [in Lent], we practice the opposite.” 
In this season we proclaim: Blessed are the fragile. Blessed are the imperfect. 
I don’t know many who would choose to describe themselves with either one of these words, at least not publicly. 
When I interviewed with the call committee last year, I remember a question that asked me to describe myself in three words. I can’t remember anymore what I said (probably something like thoughtful, kind, and easygoing). But I certainly wouldn’t have said anything like “fragile” or “imperfect.” That’s not something you put on your CV or resume! 
None of us like to think of ourselves as fragile or as imperfect. The world doesn’t reward fragility or vulnerability or weakness. The world doesn’t admire mistakes or limitations. 
And yet, in the moments when we’re being honest, we know the truth. Each one of us is fragile. Each one of us is imperfect. For this is what it is to be human. And Lent is the season when we proclaim these counter-cultural truths. 
We begin this season by admitting “our stuff.” We confess our sins. We receive the imposition of ashes – a sign of our mortality. We hear the words: remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

This isn’t about beating ourselves up. About saying what bad people we are! This is simply being honest about the human condition. 
To be human is to be dependent on others (and on God). To be human is to be imperfect. To be human is to make mistakes and not be put together. 
The things that Christians do on Ash Wednesday, and whose themes carry through the season of Lent, are about being reminded just how much we need God. Being reminded that we need a saviour – that we are fragile, that we are imperfect and that there is nothing we can do in this life to save ourselves. 
Lent invites us to lay the truth of who we are before God. And to trust in God’s mercy, compassion, and steadfast love for each one of us. There is nothing we need to do, or even can do, to earn this favour. 
Which brings us to the topic of Lenten disciplines. Giving something up or taking on a practice has long been a part of observing the season of Lent. In our culture, we need to be cautious in how we approach Lenten disciplines. For many of us, they can become one more to-do on and already too-long to-do list. 

They can also easily fall into the realm of self-improvement and perfection.
An Anglican colleague put a post on Facebook last week that hits the nail on the head. He wrote, 
Lent is not a diet. 

Lent is not a self-help program. 
Lent is not about your strengths and accomplishments.1 
The intent of a Lenten discipline (or practice) is to renew our relationship with God and with our neighbours. And so I encourage you to keep the idea of ‘fragility’ in mind as you consider what practice might be the right one for you. 
What thing might you do, or what thing might you let go of, that will help you to remember your dependence on God and your need for a saviour? 
Something I continue to struggle with is gratitude. I don’t consider myself a naturally grateful person. I’m the one who tends to focus first on what’s missing or lacking. And I know I’m not alone in this. 
I also know that when I’m intentional about naming what I’m grateful for (particularly in those moments when I’m feeling annoyed or frustrated or angry or overwhelmed), this practice of gratitude lifts my gaze upwards and outwards. It takes my attention away from my own stuff, and opens my heart to God and to the world. 
So this is what I’m planning for my Lenten discipline. Ideally, to journal each morning at least three things I’m grateful for. Or, if I forget or my day gets off track, to take some time before I close my eyes at the end of the day to consider what I’m grateful for. 
And to be gracious with myself if I miss a day, or two, or three. 
Lenten disciplines are not about doing it perfectly. They’re about remembering who we belong to. They’re meant to teach us again and again and again of our own limitations, and that we need God’s presence and power to journey through this terrible and beautiful life. 
Did you notice what happens in the moment when Jesus overcame the temptations laid before him? God sends angels to comfort and care for him. And Jesus accepts this love and help. Even Jesus, in his earthly life, reached his limits. He too needed to be comforted in his loneliness and his pain. 
If we miss a day here or there with our chosen Lenten discipline; or if we only make it partway through the season with our intended practice. God, who is gracious and merciful, holds our fragile and imperfect beings in love. 
For this season, we rest in the promise that we have a saviour. 

And our saviour does not despise our frailty or our imperfection. 

Our saviour blesses our dust and breathes life upon it.2 May it be so. AMEN
1 Jesse Dymond. Facebook Post. February 21, 2023. 

2 Paraphrasing Kate Bowler. Bless the Lent We Actually Have.

Hymn of the Day:  ACS # 922 ‘When We Are Tested’
1
When we are tested and wrestle alone,


famished for bread when the world offers stone,


nourish us, God, by your word and your way,


food that sustains us by night and by day.

2
When in the desert we cry for relief,


pleading for paths marked by certain belief,


lift us to love you beyond sign and test,


trusting your presence, our only true rest.

3
When we are tempted to barter our souls,


trading the truth for the pow'r to control,


teach us to worship and praise only you,


seeking your will in the work that we do.

4
When we have struggled and searched through the night,


sorting and sifting the wrong from the right,


Savior, surround us with circles of care,


angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer.

(Title: When We Are Tested; Text:   Ruth Duck, b. 1947; Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Irish traditional; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration (especially we pray for Susan and the staff of the ELCIC, and for Michael and the staff of the Eastern Synod). Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into the future. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.

You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living creature. Bless those who work in fields and orchards, that the world is nourished by the fruits of their labor. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.

You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the regions and nations of the world. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love. Especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place and care for those who tend to the needs of others. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite our prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in you. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:

The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ELW # 481 ‘Come to the Table’
Come to the table of mercy,

prepared with the wine and the bread.

All who are hungry and thirsty,

come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at the Lord's invitation;

receive from his nail-scarred hand.

Eat of the bread of salvation;

drink of the blood of the Lamb.

(Title: Come to the Table; Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942; Text © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956; © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:

A: God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/HsiaRdyFr50 
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you. (Sung)
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, (sung)
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

ELW Setting 4: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy…’  (page 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

On the night before he died,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW # 785 ‘When Peace like a River (It is Well with My Soul)’
1
When peace like a river attendeth my way,


when sorrows like sea billows roll,


whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,


it is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain

It is well (it is well)


with my soul, (with my soul,)


it is well, it is well with my soul.

2
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,


let this blest assurance control,


that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,


and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain
3
He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;


my sin, not in part, but the whole,


is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more.

             Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain
4
Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight,


the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,


the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;


even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain

(Title: When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul); Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888; Public Domain; Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace.

C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion: 
A: Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.*

Blessing:

Blessed are we who see the impossibility

of solving today.

It can’t be done.

God, there are lists on lists

and errands on errands

and a taste, like tin in our mouths,

of the unfinishedness—the imperfectability—

of our lives.

Are we counting items instead

of knowing what counts?

God, help us live here,

seeing the whole truth of what is.

Blessed are we who walk toward

the discomfort,

bringing what gifts we have,

and our sufferings too,

whether of illness or loss,

grief or betrayal,

confusion or powerlessness.

Blessed are we who scoot up close

so we can whisper our loves, our fears,

all that feels too heavy to carry alone,

and all that we wish we could

hold onto for longer.

Show us what we love.

Show us what we never want to lose.

And show us what we no longer need

here in this beautiful, limited day,

as we place our trust and hope in you.

Amen.**
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 807 ‘Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing’

1
Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,


tune my heart to sing thy grace;


streams of mercy, never ceasing,


call for songs of loudest praise.


While the hope of endless glory


fills my heart with joy and love,


teach me ever to adore thee;


may I still thy goodness prove.

2
Here I raise my Ebenezer:


"Hither by thy help I've come";


and I hope, by thy good pleasure,


safely to arrive at home.


Jesus sought me when a stranger,


wand'ring from the fold of God;


he, to rescue me from danger,


interposed his precious blood.

3
Oh, to grace how great a debtor


daily I'm constrained to be;


let that grace now like a fetter


bind my wand'ring heart to thee.


Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;


prone to leave the God I love.


Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;


seal it for thy courts above.

(Title:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing; Text:  Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.; Public Domain; Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Serve in Love.

C: Thanks be to God.*
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