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February 22nd, 2023 Ash Wednesday – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 6.30 pm on February 22nd, 2023, can be found here: 

Ash Wednesday Worship February 22nd, 2023 6:30 pm ZOOM room opens; service begins at 7:00 pm. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87148948699?pwd=cDEzOC9POExkNHk3YjZkKzcveXN0QT09
Meeting ID:  871 4894 8699            Passcode: 385755

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17806660144,,87148948699#,,,,*385755# Canada 
+12042727920,,87148948699#,,,,*385755# Canada

Dial by your location:

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 871 4894 8699          Passcode: 385755

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keqq1wmHWP 
...................................
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:
PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Bible Study will be in the Art Room on Mondays at 3:00 PM, beginning March 6th.

Please join us – all are welcome!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sunday at 3:00pm

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.

To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

……………………….

Lenten Discussion Series – Bless the Lent We Actually Have

On Zoom, Wednesdays at 7:15PM

The ZOOM link for this series opens at 6.45 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86719040403?pwd=akxCWllYMXYySjUxNUxuUlJzTkxxQT09 

Meeting ID:  867 1904 0403 Passcode: 865095
March 1 – Blessed Are The Imperfect

March 8 – Blessed Are The Curious
March 15 – Blessed Are Those Who Suffer

March 22 – Blessed Are The Lonely

March 29 – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Each session will be about 45 mins. You’re invited to join us for any or all, as you are able and interested. For more information, contact Pastor Laura at pastor@st-peters-cambridge.org
……………………….

Presiding Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

The assembly gathers in silence

Welcome remarks:  (Pastor Laura)
Silence for Reflection

Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the treaty land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Gathering Hymn: ELW # 599 ‘Lord Jesus, Think on Me’
1
Lord Jesus, think on me,


and purge away my sin;


from selfish passions set me free


and make me pure within.

2
Lord Jesus, think on me,


by anxious thoughts oppressed;


let me your loving servant be


and taste your promised rest.

3
Lord Jesus, think on me,


nor let me go astray;


through darkness and perplexity


point out your chosen way.

4
Lord Jesus, think on me,


that, when the flood is past,


I may the eternal brightness see


and share your joy at last.

(Title: Lord Jesus, Think on Me; Text:  Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt. Public Domain; Music: W. Daman, The Psalmes of David, 1579, alt. Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
Kyrie:  ELW Setting 4 (page 147) (sung)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day:
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The Reading: Psalm 51:1-17

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;

in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

Wash me through and through from my wickedness,

and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my offenses,

and my sin is ever before me.

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;

so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,

a sinner from my mother’s womb.

Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,

and would have me know wisdom deep within.

Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.

Let me hear joy and gladness;

that the body you have broken may rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my wickedness.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Let me teach your ways to offenders,

and sinners shall be restored to you.

Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.

You are not pleased with burnt offering.

The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;

a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.*

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation: Lenten Acclamation from Setting 4 (ELW page # 151)
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.*
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
“Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of people to draw their attention. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

“Whenever you give to the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so that they may get praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing so that you may give to the poor in secret. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward you.
“When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. They love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners so that people will see them. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when you pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward you.
“And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. They distort their faces so people will know they are fasting. I assure you that they have their reward.  When you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. Then you won’t look like you are fasting to people, but only to your Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
 “Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where moth and rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. Instead, collect treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them and where thieves don’t break in and steal them. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (CEB)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

(Pastor Laura’s sermon text will be sent out in the days following this service and the YouTube video of today’s service will be uploaded within the next several days.)
Silence for Reflection

ELW # 321 ‘Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church’
1. Eternal Lord of love, behold your church

walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent,

led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,

moved by your love and toward your presence bent:

far off yet here—the goal of all desire.

2. So daily dying to the way of self, 

so daily living to your way of love,

we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,

knowing ourselves baptized into your death:

so we are dead and live with you in God.

3. If dead in you, so in you we arise,

you the firstborn of all the faithful dead;

and as through stony ground the green shoots break,

glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r,

so into life and glory shall we wake.

(Title: Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church; Text: Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003; Text © Thomas H. Cain. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Invitation to Lent

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister may invite the assembly into the discipline of Lent.

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

L:  Most holy and merciful God,

C: we confess to you and to one another,
and before the whole company of heaven,
that we have sinned by our fault,
by our own fault,
by our own most grievous fault,
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
L: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.
L: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

L: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.
L: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.
L: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

L: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.
L: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

L: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to you.

C: Have mercy on us, O God.

L: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
Imposition of Ashes

L: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us

that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:

L: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Hymn during imposition of ashes: ACS # 919 ‘Remember That You Are Dust’

Remember that you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.

(Title: Remember That You Are Dust; Text: Text: Ash Wednesday liturgy; Music: Mark Mummert, b. 1965; Music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister continues.

L: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

L: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

C: Amen.
Prayers of Intercession:
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you. Accompany us throughout our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts and renew all the baptized to declare your praise. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places and heal lands affected by a changing climate, that all inhabitants of the earth experience your abundance. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and resolve to world leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. Loosen the bonds of injustice and bring an end to all violence, oppression, and persecution. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out to you in secret or in seclusion. Equip us with compassion to care for those who experience homelessness, food insecurity, economic hardship, and illness, especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our faith formation ministries and those who teach and lead. Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as your disciples. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and place. Renew us by the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at the last, bring us with them into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ELW # 481 ‘Come to the Table’
Come to the table of mercy,

prepared with the wine and the bread.

All who are hungry and thirsty,

come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at the Lord's invitation;

receive from his nail-scarred hand.

Eat of the bread of salvation;

drink of the blood of the Lamb.

(Title: Come to the Table; Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942; Text © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956; © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music); and Word Music (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:

A: God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.*

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/HsiaRdyFr50 
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, (sung)
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

ELW Setting 4: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy…’  (page 153)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy,

and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish

but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

On the night before he died,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died, Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. (sung)
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,

and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

 To you, O Triune God,

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen, amen, amen. (sung)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW # 592 ‘Just As I am, without One Plea’

1
Just as I am, without one plea,


but that thy blood was shed for me,


and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,


O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

2
Just as I am, though tossed about


with many a conflict, many a doubt,


fightings and fears within, without,


O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

3
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,


wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;


because thy promise I believe,


O Lamb of God, I come, I come,

4
Just as I am; thy love unknown


has broken ev'ry barrier down;


now to be thine, yea, thine alone,


O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

(Title:  Just As I Am, without One Plea; Text:  Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871; Public Domain; Music:  William. B. Bradbury, 1816-1868; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace.

C: Amen.

ELW Setting 1: ‘Now Lord you let your servant…’  (page 113) (Sung)
Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:

your word has been fulfilled.

My own eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared

in the sight of ev’ry people:

a light to reveal you to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.Amen.*

Blessing:
God, today our finitude

is rubbed on our foreheads.

The reality of our limits, our fragile bodies,

spoken over us like a curse:

from dust we are made

to dust we will return.

Some days we need to be reminded

that we are not the perfectibility projects

we set out to be.

We are full of bounce and

brimming with hope.

All woes, solvable.

All problems, a distant whisper.

When we don’t feel like dust,

Bless us, oh God,

in the ways we trick ourselves into believing,

that our lives are something we’ve made,

that all our accomplishments and

successes and mastered mornings

add up to something independent of you.

But on days like today,

when our heads hang low

Sunk with the grief of our neediness,

Bless us, oh God.

When our joints don’t work like they should,

when we grow sick or turn gray too soon.

when our bodies betray us…

or perhaps they are doing exactly what

they are supposed to do.

Tell us again

exactly how you made us:

from dust to dust.

Blessed are we, a mess of contradictions,

in our delusions and deep hopes,

in our fragility and finitude. Amen.**
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 320 ‘The Glory of These Forty Days’
1
The glory of these forty days


we celebrate with songs of praise;


for Christ, through whom all things were made,


himself has fasted and has prayed.

2
Alone and fasting Moses saw


the loving God who gave the law;


and to Elijah, fasting, came


the steeds and chariots of flame.

3
So Daniel trained his mystic sight,


delivered from the lions' might;


and John, the Bridegroom's friend, became


the herald of Messiah's name.

4
Then grant, O God, that we may, too,


return in fast and prayer to you.


Our spirits strengthen with your grace,


and give us joy to see your face.

(Title:  The Glory of These Forty Days; Text:  Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.; Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Serve in Love. 
C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
** From KateBowler.com 2022. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission.
