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February 19th, 2023 Transfiguration of Our Lord/Last Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal

ZOOM INFORMATION: 

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on February 19th, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship February 19th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
……………………………….
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Here is the YouTube link for Pastor Claudine Carlson’s sermon from this past Sunday’s (February 12th) service: https://youtu.be/wkZe_7AozFI 

……………..……….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Bible Study will be in the Art Room on Mondays at 3:00 PM, beginning March 6th.

Please join us – all are welcome!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

RCCO Members’ Recital February 19, 2023

(Freewill offering – fundraiser for the Cabena Scholarship Fund)

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

Lenten Discussion Series – Bless the Lent We Actually Have

On Zoom, Wednesdays at 7:15PM

The ZOOM link for this series opens at 6.45 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86719040403?pwd=akxCWllYMXYySjUxNUxuUlJzTkxxQT09 

Meeting ID:  867 1904 0403 Passcode: 865095
March 1 – Blessed Are The Imperfect

March 8 – Blessed Are The Curious
March 15 – Blessed Are Those Who Suffer

March 22 – Blessed Are The Lonely

March 29 – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Each session will be about 45 mins. You’re invited to join us for any or all, as you are able and interested. For more information, contact Pastor Laura at pastor@st-peters-cambridge.org
……………………….

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.

To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

…………………………….

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) joins with our partner Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) in calling for prayers for those affected by the earthquakes in Türkiye and Syria and to give generously to support their urgent humanitarian needs.

Individuals and congregations wishing to support relief efforts can donate as follows:
- Make a designated offering for "Türkiye and Syria Earthquake" through any ELCIC congregation

- Call CLWR at 1-800-661-2597 (locally at 204-694-6502) to donate or go online to clwr.org/earthquake
- Send a cheque made payable to CLWR and mailed to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B    0W5. Please indicate that you wish to contribute to "Türkiye and Syria Earthquake"

………………………………

Ash Wednesday Worship - February 22, 2023 at 7:00 pm

Blessed Are The Fragile

Join us for worship either In-person or Zoom
………………………………

February 26th, 2023 - Save the date...and plan to attend our Pulled Pork Lunch, complete with salads, and desserts on February 26th. The best dessert will win the "Golden Spoonie" trophy. And don't forget to come prepared for Heads or Tails!  To reserve seats for this event, please sign up on the form in the narthex or call the church office at 519-653-4721.  Freewill Offering.

……………………………..

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the treaty land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Gathering Hymn:  ACS # 1038 ‘God, We Gather as Your People’ (For All the Children)
1
God, we gather as your people to raise our song above,


and we dare to claim the promise of your love.


Though the day may not yet be here,


we trust it soon will be, when your people will be free.

Refrain


Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,


fling the church doors open wide.


May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside.


For in God there is a welcome, in God we all belong.


May that welcome be our song.

2
Oh, we sing for all the people, that one day they be free;


and we sing for generations yet to be,


that they never have a reason to doubt that they are blest.


May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain
3
Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and shame,


so afraid of who they are and whom they love.


May the message now be banished that your love is for the few;


may their faith in you renew.  Refrain

4
God, we're working for the future when children far and wide


can live their lives with dignity and pride.


As they grow in strength and stature, may they join us hand in hand,


as against all hate we stand.  Refrain

(Title: God, We Gather as Your People (For All the Children) Text & Music:  David Lohman, b. 1961; Text & Music © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in your home and in mine.

Kyrie:  ‘Haitian Kyrie’

            Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Sauvez-moi la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie, Kyrie.


Sauvez-nous la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie.


Kyrie_eleison, Christe eleison,


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie_eleison.

(Title: Haitian Kyrie; Text: Haitian traditional; adapt. Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951; Text © Andrew Donaldson, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer of the Day:
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.* 
Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
The First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there. I’ll give you the stone tablets with the instructions and the commandments that I’ve written in order to teach them.”
So Moses and his assistant Joshua got up, and Moses went up God’s mountain. Moses had said to the elders, “Wait for us here until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur will be here with you. Whoever has a legal dispute may go to them.”
Then Moses went up the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The Lord’s glorious presence settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from the cloud. To the Israelites, the Lord’s glorious presence looked like a blazing fire on top of the mountain. Moses entered the cloud and went up the mountain. Moses stayed on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.  (CEB)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
The Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21

We didn’t repeat crafty myths when we told you about the powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Quite the contrary, we witnessed his majesty with our own eyes. He received honor and glory from God the Father when a voice came to him from the magnificent glory, saying, “This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I am well-pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice from heaven while we were with him on the holy mountain. In addition, we have a most reliable prophetic word, and you would do well to pay attention to it, just as you would to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Most important, you must know that no prophecy of scripture represents the prophet’s own understanding of things, because no prophecy ever came by human will. Instead, men and women led by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation: ELW # 512  ‘Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil’
             Lord, let my heart be good soil,


open to the seed of your word.


Lord, let my heart be good soil,


where love can grow and peace is understood.


When my heart is hard, break the stone away.


When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.


When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.


Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,


Lord, let my heart be good soil.

(Title: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil; Text & Music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950; Text & Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 17:1-9

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them to the top of a very high mountain. He was transformed in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light.
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. Peter reacted to all of this by saying to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good that we’re here. If you want, I’ll make three shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, look, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son whom I dearly love. I am very pleased with him. Listen to him!” Hearing this, the disciples fell on their faces, filled with awe.
But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anybody about the vision until the Human One is raised from the dead.”  (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Sermon for Sunday February 19, 2023

Transfiguration Sunday

Matthew 17:1-9

Janelle Lightbourne

Grace and peace to you from God, our Holy parent. My name is Janelle Lightbourne and I am a seminary student at Martin Luther University College. I am also a candidate for ordination in the Eastern Synod and am currently serving as an intern at St. Philip’s Lutheran Church in Etobicoke. I am originally from the Bahamas and moved to Canada in 2005 for university. I am also a Black woman.

Since I was 10 years old, I have been aware of and have had experiences of racism. This has made me acutely aware of how racism and white supremacy affect BIPOC (Black Indigenous and people of color) communities, the structures of our society, and our church. I also do my best to lean into the hope that we carry collectively- hope for a future where we all live in safety and are treated with dignity and respect.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you this week and especially during Black History Month--a time when we celebrate the contributions people of African descent have made to Canadian culture and invigorate our ongoing work of racial justice.
I made a concerted effort to write this sermon in a neutral voice. However, I understand that the concerns presented here may cause some discomfort, especially if your experiences are very different from mine. This is ok. I ask you to deliver the sermon as is and see this as an opportunity to sit with another person’s experiences and explore any discomfort that arises. Know that God is with you.

With peace and love,

Janelle
The conversation within the Black community around what kinds of images and adjectives are used to portray and describe people of the African diaspora is ever evolving. It has been interesting to see it develop. Perhaps this conversation evolves so readily because of the heavy stereotypes that exist, shaping a narrative of Black people as comical, lazy, loud, and thuggish. These images are hard to witness especially when folks who identify as Black are aware of their own diversities and complexities. There is a pressing need to use self-reflective descriptors and write authentic narratives. This need is balanced with the struggle of knowing how to portray Black culture and identity in a way that best captures a full range of emotions and experiences.
In part, the work of reshaping this narrative has come in response to the overwhelming amounts of negative images of Black people in the media, (especially images of Black men who are victims of police brutality). And so, to counter the negativity and fill out the narrative, images of victims in a graduation cap and gown or pictures of them smiling and laughing while holding their children are widely shared and promoted. Recall the picture of George Floyd, who was murdered by police in 2020 holding up a Bible with his Bible study group, shared in answer to the videos and photos of him on the ground struggling to breathe.
This year, there has been an influx of pictures of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and his wife and co-laborer Coretta Scott King, not on the front lines of marches with stoic expressions, but on the beach, lounging by the pool, laughing together and relaxing. A statue in honor of the Kings was unveiled in Boston in January. The creator, Hank Willis Thomas drew inspiration for the statue from a photograph that was taken of the couple after Rev. King won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. In the photo, both of Rev. King’s arms are wrapped around Mrs. King in a tight hug. She has her eyes closed and both are smiling widely, looking proud and joyful, almost playful. Aptly, the statue is called “The Embrace”.
It seems that this statue, ‘The Embrace’, and the photograph that inspired it are a part of this evolving conversation. There are more and more voices inviting others to see all the different parts of a Black person’s experience--the joy and the hardships—and regardless of the image, to still see that person as a beloved human being deserving of respect and dignity. The art piece has received mixed reviews but the artist made his point clear. In his own words, the statue is ‘about the capacity for each of us to be enveloped in love’.
At the transfiguration, God gives the disciples and the Matthean church a fuller vision of who Jesus is. We don’t have any definite answers on the purpose of this event or this text, but there are many explanations that help us make sense of this story. A lot of these explanations focus on the disciples, Peter, James and John and the original hearers of the text.
Matthew’s community was experiencing much suffering and conflict with the Roman Empire and amongst themselves and needed a reminder of the resurrected Christ who they were following. In our text, we read that Jesus climbs up a high mountain with Peter, James and John and there on this mountain by themselves, Jesus is “transfigured before them.” His face and clothes shine. He is awe-inspiring and brilliant. Jesus radiates light and Jesus is light.
It is posited that for the disciples and this first century community, this image of Jesus in his radiant glory was to be an image that stayed with them as they endured their hardships. The words “This is my Son, the Beloved…listen to him!” affirmed their belief in Jesus as the Messiah and recommitted them to a life of obedience to Jesus. The transfiguration was a source of hope and strength to keep following and walking in the way of Jesus in spite of the trouble.
Reading this text in light of Black History Month, however, invites us to wonder what purpose the transfiguration served for Jesus. Before the transfiguration, Jesus had been going about his ministry as usual--preaching, healing, being tested by the religious leaders and misunderstood by his own disciples. Matthew 16:21 tells us that Jesus began to show his disciples another part of his experience and share a bit more of what his road ahead was going to look like: he was going to Jerusalem. He would suffer at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes. He would be killed and raised back to life. Even though Peter gets his confession right that Jesus is the Messiah, he still doesn't fully understand what his confession means for Jesus. Jesus’ experience--what he knew about himself and his journey--goes unheard and is denied.

Perhaps Jesus himself needed a space where all the different parts of his identity and his experience could be fully seen and acknowledged--a space where he was reminded that he was beloved. The transfiguration offered him that.

Up until this point, the disciples and his community had known him as a teacher, a healer and even a prophet like Elijah or Jeremiah. To be sure, each of these is a role that Jesus fills, but none alone captures his full identity.1 On the mountaintop, every part of Jesus’ identity was on display in front of God, his Holy Parent who knew him through and through and on display in front of his most trusted disciples. Perhaps the words of affirmation, spoken by God “This is my son, the beloved in whom I am well pleased” were Jesus' own much-needed source of strength and hope.
And after a short moment of glory and radiance, the world went back to what it was. No prophets of old. No audible divine voice. No light emanating from Jesus’ face. The world has gone back to what it was but the disciples cannot return to their same old image of Jesus.2 They have been changed into a community that would be able to hold onto Jesus’ radiance and his glory even while they walked the long road to Jerusalem.

As they descended, they carried the seeds of a community that would be able to see that this radiance was also a part of who Jesus was and even as the glory faded, see that Jesus was still glorious and beloved regardless of his suffering, his circumstances or what he looked like.
Glorious on the mountain and in the valley. Glorious as he begged for a different path on his knees in the garden of Gethsemane, glorious as he suffered on the cross, glorious as he laid in the tomb, glorious in the garden as the risen Christ. Let’s imagine how Jesus felt even for the short while that he was on that mountain. Did he have a sense of safety and wholeness? Vulnerability? Was he relieved? Understood? We cannot say what Jesus' exact experience was, but we know that these kinds of safe spaces are what we all long for and deserve. We all want to be in relationships and communities where no part of us needs to be hidden, where we can be fully known and still counted as glorious and beloved.

For many Indigenous people, Black folks and People of Color, (BIPOC) these kinds of spaces are few and far between. This is especially true in Canada where Indigenous and Black communities experience marked disadvantages in employment, housing and home ownership, and education and where they are grossly overrepresented in prisons and the criminal justice system.

The response to this kind of environment is to split and hide away parts of the self, not because of a lack of confidence, fortitude or self-understanding. This hiding or more aptly, safe-keeping of one’s personhood is done in order to survive in a society that creates these very real inequities. Perhaps you have heard of code switching where members of marginalized groups (often unconsciously) change the way they talk, dress, and act in order to make others feel comfortable. This is done in exchange for fair treatment, quality service, and employment opportunities.3 Scholar and civil rights activist W.E.B. Dubois describes code switching as “a peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this sense of always looking at one’s self through the eyes of others…One ever feels [their] two-ness…two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder.”4
This is exhausting. And it invites us all to ask - Where are the spaces where BIPOC can feel some relief from this hiding? And even if the ideal of being fully understood is not realized, where can BIPOC simply be safe and whole? Are our churches that safer space and community? Can they be?
My siblings, God is continuously creating safe spaces for those who need them most. These are spaces where each person’s voice is valued, where folks apologize and are held accountable when wrongs inevitably occur, where we are all allowed to be ordinary and messy and still be treated as beloved.

I hope you hear in these words today a deep need and an invitation to be a safer space. May we be or become communities where folks who are on the margins can turn their code switchers off for just a little while. May we hear the call of the transfiguration to look and listen and to acknowledge light where we did not see it before. May we truly see each other and name each other glorious and beloved as we continue to walk with God on the long road of wholeness and liberation. Amen.
1 Audrey West, 2008, Commentary on Matthew 17:1-9.
2 Eric Barreto, 2020, Commentary on Matthew 17:1-9.

3 Harvard Business Review, The Costs of Code Switching, 2019. https://hbr.org/2019/11/the-costs-of-codeswitching.

4 W.E.B. Dubois, The Souls of Black Folk, 1903.
Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 815 ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light’
1
I want to walk as a child of the light.


I want to follow Jesus.


God set the stars to give light to the world.


The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain

In him there is no darkness at all.


The night and the day are both alike.


The Lamb is the light of the city of God.


Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2
I want to see the brightness of God.


I want to look at Jesus.


Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,


and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain
3
I'm looking for the coming of Christ.


I want to be with Jesus.


When we have run with patience the race,


we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain
(Title: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light; Text & Music:  Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934; Text & Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your Son. Equip lay preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our stories of your faithfulness and forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your greatness. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the deepest valley. Bless the work of conservation organizations and protect vital habitats. Support the work of disaster relief agencies around the world. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: for mayor Jan Liggett and the members of Cambridge City Council; for premier Doug Ford and the members of Provincial Parliament; and for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the members of Parliament. Bring freedom and justice to all nations. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for fair housing for all. Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep out dangerous cold or heat; accompany with your touch those who are homebound, sick, or isolated, especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize Jesus’ voice in the needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow the way of the cross. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us in faithfulness and gathered even the unlikely as your people. With our forebears in faith and all who have hoped in you, teach us to wait with courage until the promised day dawns. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ‘Arise Shine’ (From the Singing in Community paperless song book)
Arise, shine,  

for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

(Title: Arise Shine; Text& Music: Ruth Cunningham, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: Liberating God,
you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.*

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,

that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*

We praise you, all-holy God, (ACS - OPTION E: Form G — from setting 12)
for the universe beyond our knowing,

and for friends and strangers and family,

We praise you for your covenant people,

and for centuries of faithful Christians,

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ,

who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,

inspire your people for service,

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace,

today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen.*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ACS # 1037 ‘Christ, Our Peace’

Christ, our peace,


you break down the walls that divide us;


Christ, our peace,


come, make us one body in you.

(Title:  Christ, Our Peace; Text & Music:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text & Music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.

Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen.*

Blessing:
The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

Amen.*

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 318 ‘Alleluia, Song of Gladness’
1. Alleluia, song of gladness,

voice of joy that cannot die;

alleluia is the anthem

ever dear to choirs on high;

in the house of God abiding

thus they sing eternally.

2. Alleluia you are sounding,

true Jerusalem and free;

alleluia, joyful mother,

bring us to your jubilee;

here by Babylon's sad waters

mourning exiles still are we.

3. Alleluia cannot always

be our song while here below;

alleluia our transgressions

make us for a while forgo;

for the solemn time is coming

when our tears for sin shall flow.

4. In our hymns we pray with longing:

Grant us, blessed Trinity,

at the last to keep glad Easter

with the faithful saints on high;

there to you forever singing

alleluia joyfully.

(Title:  Alleluia, Song of Gladness; Text:  Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt; Public Domain. Music:  John Goss, 1800-1880; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

C: Thanks be to God.*
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