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December 4th, 2022 Second Sunday in Advent– Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 4th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship December 4th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 
…………………………..
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………….

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (November 27th) service by Pastor Laura Sauder: https://youtu.be/D9qZs5YqfwI 

Here is the YouTube link for Pastor Laura’s Installation Service which took place Sunday November 20th, 2022: https://youtu.be/LMx6gNPzr1g 

……………..……….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Sing with Heart and Voice!

Addison Women’s Choir & Cambridge Male Chorus

Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 3:00 pm

St. George’s of Forest Hill Anglican Church – 321 Fischer-Hallman Road Kitchener

Tickets $15 (12 & under FREE)

Tickets available from choir members & at the door.

http://www.addisonwomenschoir.com/ 

https://cambridgemalechorus.com/ 

……………………

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present a Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 11 at 7:30pm at Trillium Lutheran Church (22 Willow St, Waterloo). Admission by donation.

…………………….

St. Peter's, Preston, is excited to present 

Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, 

on 

Friday, December 9th @ 7:30 p.m.

Our last presentation was in 2019. As you know, Covid-19 changed everything.

Seven prominent members of our community, are excited to be involved with this Christmas event. Original music and Christmas refreshments make this, a special evening, not to be missed.

Please attend this event that supports St. Peter's and the Cambridge Food Bank.

I encourage your friends, and family, to come to St. Peter's on December 9th to listen to this classic story, written over 200 years ago.

Alex Black

……………………………

It’s no secret that 2022 has been rough. On Sunday, Dec. 11th, at 3PM, please join us at St. Peter’s Church in downtown Kitchener (49 Queen St. N.) for a pandemic mindful, in-person Christmas Concert in support of the Food Bank of Waterloo Region. It will be an intimate and meditative event, centering on the music of O. Gjeilo, P. Hawes, as well as traditional sing-along carols. The concert will feature Midori Marsh (COC Ensemble Studio), Alex Hetherington (COC Ensemble Studio), Jeremy Scinocca (Vancouver Opera), as well as the combined chorus of the St. Peter's Choir and the Menno Singers. Brandon Leis and Vlad Soloviev will share musical leadership of the event.  Concert goers are encouraged to bring along monetary and/or food donations.

……………………..

WRAP UP YOUR SHOPPING EARLY…

With gifts, that will make your shopping experience easy, and support local producers.
Atwood Heritage (N.S. Martin) Summer Sausage - $25.00 / Chubb

ESTA Premium Truffles - $9.00 / Fifteen (15) Assorted Truffles


Pine Hill Wildflower Honey   $9.00 / 500 gram
$17.00 / 1000 gram 
9.00 / 500 gram (creamed)

Snyder Heritage Farms Organic Maple Syrup $23.00 / 1 Litre Mason Jar

Granular Maple Sugar $7.50 / 150 gram shaker
 $20.00 / 454 gram bag

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter’s office (519-653-4721) to place an order.

Don’t delay, quantities may be limited. Please place your order by Dec. 11.

……………………………

Give Gifts from the Heart this Christmas!  Canadian Lutheran World Relief’s new Gifts from the Heart catalogue has something to inspire and delight anyone on your list this year.  It’s full of meaningful, tangible gifts that will touch your loved ones and share God’s love with the world!  Copies are available through the church, by emailing clwfr@clwr.org or you can shop online at clwr.org/GFTH.

…………………………….

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Call to Worship

L:  We have lost our way.
C: We feel distant from peace. 

L:  We can’t see our way to justice.

C: We join together in community for this journey.

L:  Holy God, help us find our way to your peace.  Amen.** 

Advent Candle Lighting - Peace (written by Rev. Holly Jackson)

Reader 1 (Kim Strassburger): Every journey requires us to move towards a destination. Sometimes we get lost along the way, so we look for a map that can help us plot a way forward. Even if we aren’t sure of our final destination, we can begin to look for the route that moves us closer to where we want to be. As we light this candle of peace we pray that beginning to map out the journey ahead of us calms our souls and helps us to move closer to God. 

The candle of peace is lit

Reader 2 (Alex Black): God of Peace, light our way, make straight our paths, put us on the trail towards a more just and loving world.  Amen.**
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 249 ‘On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry’
1
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry


announces that the Lord is nigh;


awake and hearken, for he brings


glad tidings of the King of kings!

2
Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;


make straight the way for God within,


and let us all our hearts prepare


for Christ to come and enter there.

3
We hail you as our Savior, Lord,


our refuge and our great reward;


without your grace we waste away


like flow'rs that wither and decay.

4
Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,


and make us rise to fall no more;


oh, let your face upon us shine


and fill the world with love divine.

5
All praise to you, eternal Son,


whose advent has our freedom won,


whom with the Father we adore,


and Holy Spirit, evermore.

(Title:  On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry; Text: Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite; Public Domain; Music:  European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie:  ACS Setting 12 (page 31)
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
Prayer of the Day:
Holy God, as find our way forward on this unexpected journey, help us to hear the clear voice of the one crying in the wilderness. May we be surprised by the message in your Word today. May we be challenged to reach out in peace to our others in our path. Amen.**
Children’s Message: Pastor Laura
Lesson Introduction: Pastor Laura
Isaiah 11:1-10

When we hear these words from the prophet Isaiah we can’t help but we hear Jesus. But it’s important to remember that these words were first spoken to a community some 700 years before Jesus’ birth. To a people who’d fallen away from God’s commands for justice and equity. A people who’d been conquered by another nation and feared for their future.

While for us as Christians it may be natural to hear Jesus reflected in these words, it’s important to remember that long before Christ, “God has been calling the Holy Community to justice and faithfulness, and has always promised to send leaders who will show the way.”
 And that God continues to do this in our time as well. Let us listen to the word…

The First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse;
    a branch will sprout from his roots.
The Lord’s spirit will rest upon him,
    a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    a spirit of planning and strength,
    a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord.
He will delight in fearing the Lord.
He won’t judge by appearances,
    nor decide by hearsay.
He will judge the needy with righteousness,
    and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land.
He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth;
    by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked.
Righteousness will be the belt around his hips,
    and faithfulness the belt around his waist.
The wolf will live with the lamb,
    and the leopard will lie down with the young goat;
    the calf and the young lion will feed together,
    and a little child will lead them.
The cow and the bear will graze.
    Their young will lie down together,
    and a lion will eat straw like an ox.
A nursing child will play over the snake’s hole;
    toddlers will reach right over the serpent’s den.
They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain.
    The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the Lord,
    just as the water covers the sea.
On that day, the root of Jesse will stand as a signal to the peoples. The nations will seek him out, and his dwelling will be glorious. (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Lesson Introduction:  Pastor Laura
Romans 15:4-13

There were a lot of sources of potential conflict in the early church. These communities brought together people from very different – and often opposing walks of life: Jews & non-Jews, slaves & slave owners, literate & non-literate. Which is why Paul spends so much time in his letters addressing conflict. Because where there is difference, conflict is sure to follow.

Paul uses imagery from the prophet Isaiah to present an image of the kind of community God calls us to be, which is a word for us too. Our differences may not be the same as in the early church (in this section of the letter it’s clear Paul wants to heal divisions between the Jewish and non-Jewish members of the church); but our differences are potential sources of conflict too. May we hear in Paul’s words today the call for all disciples of Jesus to work for peace in our communities and in our world. Let us listen to the word…

The Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
Whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction so that we could have hope through endurance and through the encouragement of the scriptures. May the God of endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude toward each other, similar to Christ Jesus’ attitude. That way you can glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ together with one voice.
So welcome each other, in the same way that Christ also welcomed you, for God’s glory. I’m saying that Christ became a servant of those who are circumcised for the sake of God’s truth, in order to confirm the promises given to the ancestors, and so that the Gentiles could glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
Because of this I will confess you among the Gentiles,
    and I will sing praises to your name.
And again, it says,
Rejoice, Gentiles, with his people.
And again,
Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
    and all the people should sing his praises.
And again, Isaiah says,
There will be a root of Jesse,
    who will also rise to rule the Gentiles.
        The Gentiles will place their hope in him.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in faith so that you overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   (CEB)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
 Gospel Acclamation:  ACS Setting 12 (page 33)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea announcing, “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!”  He was the one of whom Isaiah the prophet spoke when he said:
The voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
        “Prepare the way for the Lord;
        make his paths straight.”
John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey.
 People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all around the Jordan River came to him. As they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. Many Pharisees and Sadducees came to be baptized by John. He said to them, “You children of snakes! Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from these stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the fire. I baptize with water those of you who have changed your hearts and lives. The one who is coming after me is stronger than I am. I’m not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.”  (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)

Sermon for Advent 2, Year A – December 4, 2022

The second Sunday in Advent is often connected with the theme of peace – as is the case with our Advent series this year. And certainly, in the assigned scripture readings we’re gifted with some beautiful images and thought-provoking ideas about peace.

From the prophet Isaiah we hear a beautiful promise of peace – a time and place where natural enemies find a way to co-exist. Where harm and destruction will be a thing of the past.

From the apostle Paul, we’re reminded that peaceable relations don’t come easily. That especially when we bring folks from different backgrounds together, peace is something that we need to work at. Peace is a project.

But then we get John the Baptist. And perhaps, like me, you’re left wondering, what in the world does this guy have to do with peace?

He calls people snakes. 

He warns us that trees that don’t bear good fruit will get chopped down and thrown in the fire. 

And he tells us that when the Messiah comes, he will separate wheat from the husks, burning them in a fire that can’t be put out. 

John the Baptist is not a particularly peaceable guy, to say the least. As one preacher put it, it sounds more like a description of hell than a vision of peace.

But I don’t think we can be so quick to dissociate John the Baptist from peace. This is a man whose birth, like Jesus’, was miraculous in its own way. 

The angel Gabriel also appeared to John’s father, Zechariah, promising that his wife Elizabeth would bear a child – one who would prepare the way for the Lord. Zechariah doubted that this could ever come to be because he was an old man and Elizabeth too was getting on in years. But Elizabeth did conceive. And when she had given birth, Zechariah is filled with the Holy Spirit and speaks this prophetic word:

John will be the one who prepares the way of the Lord. Who tells people how to be saved through the forgiveness of sins. His role will be one that gives light to those who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death; who guides us on the path of peace. (Luke 1:76-79)

Part of John the Baptist’s job is to prepare the way for Jesus; and at least part of this includes guiding us on the path of peace.

I love this image of the “path of peace” because it hits home the truth that peace is a project. To have peace in our hearts and in our world is something that requires intention and effort. It’s something that we bring into the world by working together.

And how our world longs for peace. The list of places where there is violence, war, conflict, division, fear seems endless. There’s undeniably difference in scale, but the lack of peace is a reality in so many communities. Because peace isn’t simply the absence of violence. Peace, in the biblical sense, is about wholeness and completeness. It’s about harmony, prosperity and welfare not just for some, but for everyone.

By this definition, even here in Canada, there is a deep lack of peace. As we seem to grow more and more divided, we grow more fearful and suspicious of our neighbours. 

And year after year it seems as though the inequality gap widens – especially this year. It’s hard to have peace in a community when people are pushed to the edges; when their basic needs for housing and food are no longer met. Peace as a sense of safety and wellbeing feels further than ever these days.

And those of us who live relatively comfortable lives are shielded from the worst of it. Which means John’s words are especially for us. John calls those for whom the systems work – those who benefit from the way things are – to repent. To change our hearts and our lives. 

This isn’t a call to just try and be a better person. This is a call to choose sides. In a movement that is walking the path of peace – that is seeking to embody God’s peace in the world – John wants to know: will you join in? 

It’s significant that John calls for repentance. This isn’t a call to shape up or ship out; John’s message – which will also be Jesus’ message – is that true and lasting change must first begin within. It’s about transformation – inside & out.

And this call to repent, to look inward, can actually help us journey on the path of peace. Because when we go inward, it’s possible to connect with that source of deep peace that resides in each one of us.

Within each one of us, no matter what we have done in our lives or what has been done to us, there is a place that is pure; that is untouched. 

The poet John O’Donohue describes it like this: “There is a place in you where you have never been wounded, where there is still a sureness in you, where there’s a seamlessness in you, and where there is a confidence and a tranquility in you. And I think the intention of prayer and spirituality and love is now and again to visit that inner sanctuary.”

If we want to follow John the Baptist’s call to prepare the way of the Lord, to make his paths straight, to journey on the path of peace, we cannot do it by our own strength. We need God’s gift of peace to renew us and to guide us.

Visiting that inner sanctuary – whether in prayer or in worship, while singing or in silence, while moving our bodies or while keeping still, spending time in nature – these experiences of peace and contentment are gifts to help us trust that peace is possible. Even – and especially – when the world around us feels anything but peaceful. 

Peace is God’s vision for creation – where there is no harm or destruction. Where there is no fear or pain. Where all beings and creatures can live their best lives – know safety, wholeness, goodness, and wellbeing.

As with Advent hope, Advent peace can be hard to find some days. But never forget that God’s peace is as close as your heart. And when we can tap into that peace within us, we have a hope of bringing some of that peace into a world that so desperately needs it. AMEN. 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 253 ‘He Came Down’
1
He came down that we may have love;


he came down that we may have love;


he came down that we may have love;


hallelujah forevermore.

2
He came down that we may have light;


he came down that we may have light;


he came down that we may have light;


hallelujah forevermore.

3
He came down that we may have peace;


he came down that we may have peace;


he came down that we may have peace;


hallelujah forevermore.

4
He came down that we may have joy;


he came down that we may have joy;


he came down that we may have joy;


hallelujah forevermore.

(Title:  He Came Down; Text: Cameroon traditional; Public Domain Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Composite; Public Domain
Music: Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949; arr. © Iona Community, admin.GIA Publications Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for peace.
A brief silence.

God, you renew the church in every age. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight, instruct and help your people enter more fully into your mystery. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones (especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:
Angels said it to startled shepherds,

Jesus said it to frightened followers,

And now these words which come from heaven

are shared to make us whole and make us one.

Peace be with you.

C: And also with you. ****
(A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community; Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission.) Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music: ‘The Gifts of God’

The gifts of God for the people of God! 

Come now, for all is prepared.

The gifts of God for the people of God!

The gospel is among us.      

(Title:  The Gifts of God # 4238409; Text & Music:  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan ©2004 This Here Music (Admin. By rivers Voice, LLC); For use solely with the SongSelect  ® Terms of Us. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer: 

L: God of the stranger and the wanderer, thank you for calling to us from the wilderness to give of ourselves toward your peace in the world. Bless these gifts and all those who will receive ministry from them, that we might all draw nearer to you this season. Amen. **
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

L:   God be with you.

C:  And also with you.

L:   Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them up to God.

L:   Let us give thanks to God.

C:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

L:  Holy God, your Spirit of Creation and Redemption is, and has always been, with us. You have cast the stars into the heavens to guide our way and brought life forth from the shadowy deep. With the whole universe, we sing your praise and join the unending hymn:***
Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting 12) (PAGE 36) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*
Even though you are always traveling with us, it can feel as if we are isolated and alone, as if all the lights have gone out. We forget your presence, we stumble, and we lose our way. Again and again, you have sought us and waited patiently on the road for us. You have sent guides along the journey- from prophets to angels to John the Baptist, calling for the path to be straight. To all who are finding our way, you speak comfort and joy. 

To guide us to you in faith, you sent your son, Jesus, to illumine our hearts and to lighten our burdens, accepting within himself all that human experience can bring: weakness, vulnerability, joy, suffering, and hope. As we find our way to him, we acknowledge his own journey through the waters of Mary’s womb, to the torture of the cross, past the stone of the tomb. 

We remember when Jesus ate with his friends,

He took bread and after blessing it, broke it, said

   “Take, eat, this is my body given to you.

    Eat this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took a cup and giving thanks, passed it to his friends saying:

   “Drink. This is the cup of the new covenant

    which is poured out for you and many.

    Drink this in remembrance of me.”

Holy God, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup. Swirl around us making us into one body in your love. Remind us that we are never alone on the road when we make sure to leave no one behind. Amen.***
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW Hymn # 262 ‘Wait for the Lord’ 

                                   ELW Hymn # 256 ‘Comfort, Comfort Now My People’

ELW Hymn # 262 ‘Wait for the Lord’ 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

(Title: Wait for the Lord; Text & Music:  Text: Taizé Community; Music:  Jacques Berthier 1923-1994; Text & Music  © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

ELW Hymn # 256 ‘Comfort, Comfort Now My People’

1
"Comfort, comfort now my people;


tell of peace!" So says our God.


Comfort those who sit in darkness


mourning under sorrow's load.


To God's people now proclaim


that God's pardon waits for them!


Tell them that their war is over;


God will reign in peace forever.

2
For the herald's voice is crying


in the desert far and near,


calling us to true repentance,


since the reign of God is here.


Oh, that warning cry obey!


Now prepare for God a way.


Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;


hills, bow down in humble favor.

3
Straight shall be what long was crooked,


and the rougher places plain.


Let your hearts be true and humble,


as befits God's holy reign.


For the glory of the Lord


now on earth is shed abroad,


and all flesh shall see the token


that God's word is never broken.

(Title: Comfort, Comfort Now My People; Text:  Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Public Domain

Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva 1551; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Prayer after Communion
L:  Holy God, we are grateful-

      for this journey to manger and table,

      for your bread of hope, for your cup of blessing,

      for your presence among us as we find our way. Amen.*** 

Blessing:
God the eternal Word,

who dwells with us in Jesus,

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.*

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 264 ‘Prepare the Royal Highway’
1
Prepare the royal highway;


the King of kings is near!


Let ev'ry hill and valley


a level road appear!


Then greet the King of glory,


foretold in sacred story:

Refrain

Hosanna to the Lord,


for he fulfills God's word!

2
God's people, see him coming:


your own eternal king!


Palm branches strew before him!


Spread garments! Shout and sing!


God's promise will not fail you!


No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain
3
Then fling the gates wide open


to greet your promised king!


Your king, yet ev'ry nation


its tribute too may bring.


All lands will bow before him;


their voices join your singing:  Refrain
4
His is no earthly kingdom;


it comes from heav'n above.


His rule is peace and freedom


and justice, truth, and love.


So let your praise be sounding


for kindness so abounding:  Refrain
(Title: Prepare the Royal Highway; Text:  Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
L:  Go now to find your way, remembering God’s peace goes before and behind you, as both source and destination.

C: Thanks be to God.**
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