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December 24th, 2022 Nativity of Our Lord I: Christmas Eve– Email/At Home Missal

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 6:30 pm on December 24th, 2022, can be found here: 

Christmas Eve Worship December 24th, 2022 06:30 pm ZOOM room opens; service begins at 7:00 pm. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89480291428?pwd=RHRBcnZ5aXdlMldZOEFMUGVDallEZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 8029 1428             Passcode: 254926

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16475580588,,89480291428#,,,,*254926# Canada
+17789072071,,89480291428#,,,,*254926# Canada

Dial by your location:

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
+1 587 328 1099 Canada
+1 647 374 4685 Canada

Meeting ID:  894 8029 1428             Passcode: 254926

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kg1BYEdrN 
…………………………………
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………
Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (December 18th) sermon by Pastor Laura Sauder: https://youtu.be/DIrqXzdq4pY 

……………..……….


Organ Recital Series
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

Dr. Peter Nikiforuk January 22, 2023

RCCO Members’ Recital February 19, 2023

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Call to Worship:

L:  This Advent we have been finding our way to the manger together,

C:  Guided by God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy and love.

L:  Tonight we arrive at our destination.

C:  Joined in community, we celebrate the birth of the Christ child.

L:   Holy God, bless us this night. May your love be born in us. Amen.**

Candle Lighting (written by Rev. Holly Jackson) 

Reader 1 (Pastor Laura): Every journey requires us to move towards a destination. Tonight we have arrived at this most humble of stops. A stable. A baby. Animals. Shepherds. Angels. All familiar and yet all somehow still new and amazing. Even though we have reached this journey’s end, we still need God to continue to light the way before us. As we light the Christ candle we know that Jesus is here with us – in our hearts, in this space, in our community, in our homes. We are thankful. 

The Christ candle is lit. (Pastor Laura, John and James) 

Reader 2 (John Leonard): Holy One, we thank you for lighting our way as we have journeyed together to the manger. May the light of this candle remind us that no matter where we go you are here with us, lighting our way and urging us forward towards the promise of your new creation. Amen.**

Hymn:  ELW # 283 ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’ 
1
O come, all ye faithful,


joyful and triumphant!


O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;


come and behold him,


born the king of angels:

Refrain

O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him,


Christ the Lord!

2
The highest, most holy,


light of light eternal,


born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;


Son of the Father


now in flesh appearing!  Refrain
3
Sing, choirs of angels,


sing in exultation,


sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!


Glory to God


in the highest:  Refrain
4
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,


born this happy morning;


Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!


Word of the Father,


now in flesh appearing:  Refrain
(Title:  O Come, All Ye Faithful; Text:  attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2; Public Domain; Music:  attr. John Francis Wade; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you.
Choir Anthem
Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.*

Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
The Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
    On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. You have made the nation great;
    you have increased its joy. They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,
    as those who divide plunder rejoice.
 As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them,
    the staff on their shoulders,
    and the rod of their oppressor.
 Because every boot of the thundering warriors,
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be burned, fuel for the fire.
 A child is born to us, a son is given to us,
    and authority will be on his shoulders.
    He will be named
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
There will be vast authority and endless peace
    for David’s throne and for his kingdom,
    establishing and sustaining it
    with justice and righteousness
    now and forever.
The zeal of the Lord of heavenly forces will do this. (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C:  Thanks be to God*

Gospel Acclamation:  ACS Setting 12 (page 33)  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:1-14
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.
Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night.  The Lord’s angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, 1“Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” (CEB)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon  
Sermon For Christmas Eve

Rev. Laura Sauder

Luke 2:1-14

Preparing for the arrival of a baby can be a pretty big deal these days. And there’s perhaps no bigger decision than choosing the right car seat, playpen, chairs and crib. Those all important places where the baby will spend their time; when they’re not being cuddled in someone’s arms that is.

Form and function are all important considerations. But above all, the number one thing that’s drilled into new parents these days is that it needs to be safe. Tested and certified to stringent standards that meet the needs of a vulnerable, helpless, little baby.

Tonight we celebrate the birth of Jesus. And this is a story we know well – we’ve heard it countless times. How Joseph and his heavily pregnant wife Mary had to travel to the town of Bethlehem, and that how when they arrived, the rooms for people were already all taken. 

We know that’s how Mary and Joseph end up staying with the animals. And that when Mary gives birth that night, the only somewhat safe place they have to lay baby Jesus down is in a manger – the animals’ feeding trough. 

A place that most certainly would not pass any safety standards these days, but at the very least would protect the baby from being rolled on or stepped on. And so, Mary wraps baby Jesus up nice and snug, and lays him down in the manger. 

The manger was certainly a “less than ideal” spot to lay a baby down, but sometimes that is our reality too. A couple of years ago, a colleague of mine surveyed some pastors to create a list of some of the less-than-ideal places babies had been put down. The places that were shared include:

“On the table, in a sink, in a laundry basket, in a dresser drawer, on the ground, in a shoebox on the door of an open oven, on the floor of a public restroom to change a diaper, under the Christmas tree, in a big box in the back of a car, in a car seat atop the dryer to soothe colic, on the floor of the shower, propped up on couch cushions, in the bed between you, in the bed with a sibling, in the laundry hallway…”

I’m sure that some of you can think of a few more “less than ideal” places to add to this list.

The manger was a less than ideal place to put a baby down. But that’s what Mary and Joseph had. And presuming God knows what God is doing, that’s how God intended it to be.

Jesus. Emmanuel. God-with-us. The prince of peace. Born among the animals and laid to rest in a feeding trough.

Through this season of Advent we’ve been finding our way to this spot right here; to the manger.

We used our binoculars to look for signs of hope.

A map to guide us in the way of peace.

A flashlight to bring us some joy.

And a teddy bear, to give us a little love.

All of this was leading here – to the manger. Which begs, the question: what is it about the manger? What do we find here? What does the manger have to say to us this night?

God could have chosen any place in time and space to be born into our world. And God chose to be born into a poor family, to young first-time parents, in a part of the world that anyone who was anybody at the time could really have cared less about. God chose to be born among the animals, where the only place to be laid down was in a manger.

God chose to show up in a “less than ideal” time and place. Which is precisely where God continues to show up all of the time. In the places we might least expect. In the places where God is most needed.

Jesus is born into the hurting, broken, and forgotten places in our lives and in our world. Because this is where Jesus does the most beautiful work – transforming, renewing, and healing. Turning our pain into peace and our longings into hope.

Tonight we have arrived at the manger. Let us sit here awhile and join our praises with the shepherds and angels for this incredible gift. Glory to God in the highest. And peace to all people on earth. AMEN.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 277 ‘Away in a Manger’ 
1
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,


the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;


the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,


the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,


but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.


I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky


and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay


close by me forever and love me, I pray.


Bless all the dear children in your tender care


and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

(Title:  Away in a Manger; Text:  North American, 19th cent.; Public Domain; Music: James R. Murray, 1841-1905; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

A brief silence.

Your infinite love is born to us this night in the lowliness of a manger. With choirs of angels the church proclaims the good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. God of grace, C:  hear our prayer.
You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the sake of generations to come. God of grace, C:  hear our prayer.
Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease (especially we pray for Ukraine, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Iran, Yemen, Haiti, Israel-Palestine, and Myanmar). God of grace, C:  hear our prayer.
You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain. Shelter refugee families and those who have no home. God of grace, C:  hear our prayer.
Your loving kindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this season is lonely or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). God of grace, C:  hear our prayer.
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:
Angels said it to startled shepherds,

Jesus said it to frightened followers,

And now these words which come from heaven

are shared to make us whole and make us one.

Peace be with you. 

C:  And also with you.***

 (A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community; Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission.) Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music: ELW # 270 ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’

1
Hark! The herald angels sing,


"Glory to the newborn king;


peace on earth, and mercy mild,


God and sinners reconciled."


Joyful, all you nations, rise;


join the triumph of the skies;


with angelic hosts proclaim,


"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain

Hark! The herald angels sing,


"Glory to the newborn king!"

2
Christ, by highest heav'n adored,


Christ, the everlasting Lord,


late in time behold him come,


offspring of a virgin's womb.


Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!


Hail, incarnate deity!


Pleased as man with us to dwell,


Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain
3
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!


Hail the Sun of righteousness!


Light and life to all he brings,


ris'n with healing in his wings.


Mild he lays his glory by,


born that we no more may die,


born to raise each child of earth,


born to give us second birth.  Refrain
(Title:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing; Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr.William H. Cummings, 1831-1915; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer: 
A: God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.

Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.

Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

L:   The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you.
L:   Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.
L:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L:  Holy God, your Spirit of Creation and Redemption is, and has always been, with us. You have cast the stars into the heavens to guide our way and brought life forth from the shadowy deep. With the whole universe, we sing your praise and join the unending hymn:***

Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*

We remember when Jesus ate with his friends,

He took bread and after blessing it, broke it, said

   “Take, eat, this is my body given to you.

    Eat this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took a cup and giving thanks, passed it to his friends saying:

   “Drink. This is the cup of the new covenant

    which is poured out for you and many.

    Drink this in remembrance of me.”

Holy God, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup. Swirl around us making us into one body in your love. Remind us that we are never alone on the road when we make sure to leave no one behind. Amen.***

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  Choir: ‘O Holy Night’ 

                                    ELW #279 ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ (ST. LOUIS)

                                    ELW #281 ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’

Choir – ‘O Holy Night’ 

(O Holy Night; Text: Adolphe Charles Adam | Jack Schrader | John Sullivan Dwight | Placide Cappeau; Public Domain; Music: © 1989, 2005 Hope Publishing Company; for use solely with the SongSelect ®Terms of Use.  All rights reserved.www.ccli.com. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

ELW #279 ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ (ST. LOUIS)

1
O little town of Bethlehem,


how still we see thee lie!


Above thy deep and dreamless sleep


the silent stars go by;


yet in thy dark streets shineth


the everlasting light.


The hopes and fears of all the years


are met in thee tonight.

2
For Christ is born of Mary,


and, gathered all above


while mortals sleep, the angels keep


their watch of wond'ring love.


O morning stars, together


proclaim the holy birth,


and praises sing to God the king,


and peace to all the earth!

3
How silently, how silently


the wondrous gift is giv'n!


So God imparts to human hearts


the blessings of his heav'n.


No ear may hear his coming;


but, in this world of sin,


where meek souls will receive him, still


the dear Christ enters in.

4
O holy child of Bethlehem,


descend to us, we pray;


cast out our sin, and enter in,


be born in us today.


We hear the Christmas angels


the great glad tidings tell;


oh, come to us, abide with us,


our Lord Immanuel!

(Title:  O Little Town of Bethlehem (ST. LOUIS) Text:  Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893; Public Domain; Music:  Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

ELW #281 ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’
1
Silent night, holy night!


All is calm, all is bright


round yon virgin mother and child.


Holy Infant, so tender and mild,


sleep in heavenly peace,


sleep in heavenly peace.

2
Silent night, holy night!


Shepherds quake at the sight;


glories stream from heaven afar,


heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!


Christ, the Savior, is born!


Christ, the Savior, is born!

3
Silent night, holy night!


Son of God, love's pure light


radiant beams from your holy face,


with the dawn of redeeming grace,


Jesus, Lord, at your birth,


Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

(Title:  Silent Night, Holy Night! Text:  Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885; Public Domain; Music:  Franz Gruber, 1787-1863; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy God, we are grateful -

for this journey to the manger and table,

for your bread of hope, for your cup of blessing,

for your presence among us as we find our way. Amen.*** 

Blessing:
God bless you and keep you,

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth,

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,

now and forever. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 267 ‘Joy to the World’
1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!


Let earth receive her king;


let ev'ry heart prepare him room


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!


Let all their songs employ,


while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3
No more let sin and sorrow grow


nor thorns infest the ground;


he comes to make his blessings flow


far as the curse is found,


far as the curse is found,


far as, far as the curse is found.

4
He rules the world with truth and grace


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love,


and wonders of his love,


and wonders, wonders of his love.

(Joy to the World; Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Public Domain; Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

C: Thanks be to God.** 
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.

**Liturgy by Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth. “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.

Graphics by Ellen Ebeling.

***Rev. Holly Jackson & Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth, “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.
� https://youngclergywomen.org/you-have-to-put-the-baby-down-somewhere/





