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December 21st, 2022 Holden Evening Prayer Service for the Longest Night – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 7:00 pm on December 21st, 2022, can be found here: 
Holden Evening Prayer Service for the Longest Night Wednesday December 21st, 2022 7:00 pm ZOOM room opens; service begins at 7:30 pm. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81678579217?pwd=cGlLWlpTYnZlaFpZYnRrRVh1bC9xZz09 
Meeting ID:  816 7857 9217       Passcode: 471909
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,81678579217#,,,,*471909# Canada  
+16475580588,,81678579217#,,,,*471909# Canada

Dial by your location:

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

Meeting ID:  816 7857 9217         Passcode: 471909

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbyS1040J5 
………………………………
Organ Recital Series - Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII - Sundays at 3:00pm

Dr. Peter Nikiforuk January 22

RCCO Members’ Recita. February 19

Bradley Moggach March
………………………………..
PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………………..
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Service of Light:

Leader: Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world;
All: the light no darkness can overcome; 

Leader: Stay with us now, for it is evening, 

All:  and the day is almost over. 

Leader: Let your light scatter the darkness, 

All: and shine within your people here. 

(Title: Holden Evening Prayer – 1.  Service of Light (Procession) Text & Music:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Evening Hymn:

Joyous light of heavnly glory,
loving glow of God’s own face,
you who sing creation’s story, 
shine on ev ’ry land and race. 
Now as evening falls around us,
we shall raise our songs to you, 
God of daybreak, God of shadows, 
come and light our hearts anew. 

In the stars that grace the darkness,
in the blazing sun of dawn, 
in the light of peace and wisdom, 
we can hear your quiet song. 
Love that fills the night with wonder, 
love that warms the weary soul, 
Love that bursts all chains asunder, 
set us free and make us whole. 

You made the heaven’s splendor,  
every dancing star of night, 
make us shine with gentle justice, 
let us each reflect your light. 
Mighty God of all creation, 
gentle Christ who lights our way, 
Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day. 
(Title: Holden Evening Prayer – Evening Hymn; Text & Music:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Evening Thanksgiving:
Leader:  May God be with you all,

All:  and also with you;

Leader:  Let us sing our thanks to God,

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Leader:  Blessed are you, Creator of the universe–from old you have led your people by night and day. May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation.

All:  Amen.

(Title: Holden Evening Prayer – Evening Thanksgiving; Text & Music:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Psalmody, Readings and Canticles (Psalm 141)
ELW Hymn # 232 ‘Let My Prayer Rise Up’
Refrain


Let my prayer rise up like incense before you,


the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.


O God, I call to you, come to me now;


oh, hear my voice when I cry to you.  Refrain

Keep watch within me, God;


deep in my heart may the light of your love


be burning bright.  Refrain

All praise to the God of all--Creator of life;


all praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love.  Refrain
(Title: Let My Prayer Rise Up; Text & Music:  Text: Holden Evening Prayer, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 141; Text & Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

(Silence for meditation)

Leader:  May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might sing your praise and your love in our lives.

All:  Amen.

Genesis 15:1-6

After these events, the Lord’s word came to Abram in a vision, “Don’t be afraid, Abram. I am your protector. Your reward will be very great.”
But Abram said, “Lord God, what can you possibly give me, since I still have no children? The head of my household is Eliezer, a man from Damascus.”  He continued, “Since you haven’t given me any children, the head of my household will be my heir.”
The Lord’s word came immediately to him, “This man will not be your heir. Your heir will definitely be your very own biological child.”  Then he brought Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars if you think you can count them.” He continued, “This is how many children you will have.”  Abram trusted the Lord, and the Lord recognized Abram’s high moral character. (CEB)
(Silence for meditation)
Revelation 22:1-5
Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, shining like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb through the middle of the city’s main street. On each side of the river is the tree of life, which produces twelve crops of fruit, bearing its fruit each month. The tree’s leaves are for the healing of the nations. There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. Night will be no more. They won’t need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine on them, and they will rule forever and always. (CEB)

(Silence for meditation)
Reflection

Hymn ELW # 295 ‘Of the Father’s Love Begotten’

1
Of the Father's love begotten


ere the worlds began to be,


he is Alpha and Omega,


he the source, the ending he,


of the things that are, that have been,


and that future years shall see,


evermore and evermore.

2
Oh, that birth forever blessed,


when the virgin, full of grace,


by the Holy Ghost conceiving,


bore the Savior of our race,


and the babe, the world's redeemer,


first revealed his sacred face,


evermore and evermore.

3
This is he whom seers in old time


chanted of with one accord,


whom the voices of the prophets


promised in their faithful word;


now he shines, the long-expected;


let creation praise its Lord


evermore and evermore.

4
Let the heights of heav'n adore him;


angel hosts, his praises sing;


pow'rs, dominions, bow before him


and extol our God and King;


let no tongue on earth be silent,


ev'ry voice in concert ring


evermore and evermore.

5
Christ, to thee, with God the Father,


and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,


hymn and chant and high thanksgiving


and unwearied praises be:


honor, glory, and dominion,


and eternal victory


evermore and evermore! Amen.

(Title:  Of the Father's Love Begotten; Text:  Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite; Public Domain; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent.; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Candlelighting Litany:
1st Candle: For loved ones who have died

L: We light a candle for those who have died. 

1st Candle is lit

Whether recently, or long ago, their absence continues to be felt in our lives. We entrust them again this night into your care. Hold them in your loving embrace. We also entrust our hurting hearts into your loving care. May you make something beautiful and meaningful and lasting of the love these dear ones have left behind. May their memory forever be a blessing. 

All:  Amen  
(A brief silence)

2nd Candle: For other losses

L: We light a candle for the many losses in our lives – the loss of relationships, the loss of employment or financial means, the loss of health for ourselves or others, the loss of joy and peace in the face of stress, the loss and loneliness that comes from feeling isolated and disconnected from others, the loss of hope for our future and the planet. 

2nd Candle is lit

Often the pain of these things is too much to bear or speak aloud but this night we bravely take a moment to name these losses to you – either aloud or silently in our hearts…  

This night we place these losses and longings into your care, asking that into our open hands you place the gift of peace. Transform our pain into peace; our longings into hope.

All: Amen  
(A brief silence)

3rd Candle: For the loss of direction

L: We light a candle for all those who are experiencing a loss of direction in life, including ourselves. 

3rd Candle is lit

We all need meaning and purpose in life, but sometimes if feels just beyond our grasp. We look around us and see so many struggling to find hope. So many making poor choices. So many living only for themselves and not thinking about others. So many questions and wonderings and doubts. Does any of this even matter? Sometimes this is us too. Remind us that no matter how alone we feel, you are always with us. Help us to recognize your presence and guidance in our lives. And use us to be that presence and guidance for others who are struggling to find their way.

All:  Amen  
(A brief silence)

4th Candle: A sign of our hope

L: We light a final candle as a symbol of the hope we have in you.

4th Candle is lit

We take heart in the promise of Christmas. You came among us to redeem the pain and loss of this world. Come to us in our darkest nights and show us the way, for there is nowhere so desolate and distant that your presence cannot reach. Your love for us and for this world is so profound, unending, and unconditional, that nothing can separate us from you. Which is why we join our voices to proclaim, 

“The Light shines in darkness,”

All:  and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Annunciation (Luke 1: 26-28, 30-32, 38)

Leader:  An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  The angel said to her, ‘Rejoice, O highly favoured, for God is with you.  You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.’  And Mary said, ‘I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will’
The Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-55)

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

My soul pro-claims your great-ness, O God, 
and my spirit rejoices in you. 
You have looked with love on your servant here, 
and blessed me all my life through. 

Great and mighty are you, O Holy One, 

strong is your  kindness ever  more.

How you favor the weak and lowly one, 

humbling the proud of heart!
You have cast the mighty down from their thrones,
and up lifted the humble of heart, 
You have filled the hungry with wondrous things, 
and left the wealthy no part.

Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One,

strong is your justice strong your love,

As you promised to Sarah and Abraham,

kindness forevermore.

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God,

and my spirit rejoices in you,

You have looked with love on your servant here,

And blessed me all my life through.
(Title: Holden Evening Prayer – The Magnificat (Luke 1: 36-55) Text & Music:  Text: © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950;Tune  © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Litany and Prayers

(repeat continuously)

All:  Hmmm 
God of mercy, hold us in love.

Leader:  1. In peace, in peace, we pray to you:

              2. For peace and salvation, we pray to you:

              3. For peace between nations, for peace between peoples:

              4. For us who are gathered to worship and praise you:

              5. For all of your servants who live out your gospel:

              6.  For all those who govern, that justice might guide them:

              7.  For all those who labor in service to others:

              8. Grant weather that nourishes all of creation:

              9. Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger:

            10. For all the beloved who rest in your mercy:

Leader:     Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 

All: Keep us, hold us, gracious God.

(Title: Holden Evening Prayer – Litany and Prayers; Text & Music:  Text: © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950;Tune  © 1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Leader:  Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Final Blessing:
Leader:  Let us bless our God:

All:  praise and thanks to you.

Presider:  May God, Creator bless us and keep us, may Christ be ever light for our lives, may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, for all of our days.

All:  Amen.

(Title: Holden Evening Prayer – Final Blessing; Text & Music:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

