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December 18th, 2022 Fourth Sunday in Advent– Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 18th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship December 18th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until April 23, 2023 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIsc-2vrDguGN1OwHPhi3SQzEVjChl_ddkd/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGurz8uHdaWtBuORpwABY-gLO3zpnZbjY0MswjNMyhaMTDHLMd0OJF3HOfU
…………………………
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..
Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (December 11th) sermon by Pastor Laura Sauder: https://youtu.be/l6T2LbOnmJs 

……………..……….


Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

The white poinsettia in front of the lectern has been placed by Barbara Berg in memory of her husband, Lloyd. Thank you Barbara!
……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

Dr. Peter Nikiforuk January 22, 2023

RCCO Members’ Recital. February 19, 2023

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Call to Worship

L:  We have lost our way.
C: We feel distant from love. 
L:  We can’t see our way to justice.

C: We join together in community for this journey.
L:  Holy God, help us find our way to your love. Amen.** 

Advent Candle Lighting - Love (written by Rev. Holly Jackson)

Reader 1 (Hazel Schmidt): Every journey requires us to move towards a destination. Sometimes our destination feels so very close and yet we feel lost. Sometimes even though we travel with others we feel lonely. We need to be reminded that love is the brightest light of all. As the Body of Christ we walk this path in community. We are never alone. As we light this candle of love we pray that we are reminded to hold each other up as we move ever closer to the promised day of new life found in the most unexpected of places.
The candle of love is lit (Lynda Ceh)
Reader 2 (Nyle Schmidt): God of love, light our way, make straight our paths, remind us of your love for us and our love for each other as we approach the manger. Amen.**
Hymn:  ELW # 257 ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ (verses 1-3, 7-8)

1
O come, O come, Emmanuel,


and ransom captive Israel,


that mourns in lonely exile here


until the Son of God appear.

Refrain


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel


shall come to you, O Israel.

2
O come, O Wisdom from on high,


embracing all things far and nigh:


in strength and beauty come and stay;


teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain
3
O come, O come, O Lord of might,


as to your tribes on Sinai's height


in ancient times you gave the law


in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain
7
O come, O King of nations, come,


O Cornerstone that binds in one:


refresh the hearts that long for you;


restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain

8
O come, O come, Emmanuel,


and ransom captive Israel,


that mourns in lonely exile here


until the Son of God appear.  Refrain

(Title:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite; Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  French processional, 15th cent. arr. © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie:
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.

Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy.

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
Prayer of the Day:
Holy God, we thank you for Joseph who models your desire for compassion and care within every relationship. May your love be so manifest in our lives that with Joseph we might also witness to your compassion and love for all people.

 Amen.**
Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
Isaiah 7:10-16

Our first reading transports us to the 8th century BC. An Israelite and Aramean military coalition is presenting a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, the king decides to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking help from another power – the Assyrians.
 

Isaiah, prophet to the royal court, reminds King Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. God alone will be the one to bring salvation, and Isaiah insists God will give Ahaz a sign of this promise. It won’t be anything dazzling or fearsome or mighty, but a baby. Which I’m sure must have been great comfort to Ahaz. What help will a baby be in the face of an imminent invasion?

It's the baby’s name, though, which would have caught Ahaz off guard – Immanuel – God is with us. God is with you.

A powerful message for a king who wanted to rely on his own power and scheming and alliances. A message powerful enough to reverberate down the ages and speak to the gospel writer Matthew who quotes these words from Isaiah. A word that speaks in our time too. God is with us. Let us listen to the word…

The First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign from the Lord your God. Make it as deep as the grave or as high as heaven.”
But Ahaz said, “I won’t ask; I won’t test the Lord.”
Then Isaiah said, “Listen, house of David! Isn’t it enough for you to be tiresome for people that you are also tiresome before my God?  Therefore, the Lord will give you a sign. The young woman is pregnant and is about to give birth to a son, and she will name him Immanuel. He will eat butter and honey, and learn to reject evil and choose good. Before the boy learns to reject evil and choose good, the land of the two kings you dread will be abandoned. (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
Romans 1:1-7
This week we go back to the very beginning as we hear the introduction to Paul’s letter to the Romans. This is one of the few letters he wrote to a community he did not know personally, so Paul takes the time to introduce himself. And then very succinctly, summarizes what is contained in this letter: this is the good news of Jesus Christ. It’s a lot of big ideas packed into just a few sentences. I invite us to listen together to this good news for us…

The Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7
From Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for God’s good news. God promised this good news about his Son ahead of time through his prophets in the holy scriptures. His Son was descended from David. He was publicly identified as God’s Son with power through his resurrection from the dead, which was based on the Spirit of holiness. This Son is Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have received God’s grace and our appointment to be apostles. This was to bring all Gentiles to faithful obedience for his name’s sake.  You who are called by Jesus Christ are also included among these Gentiles.
To those in Rome who are dearly loved by God and called to be God’s people.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ACS Setting 12 (page 33)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 1:18-25
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 1Joseph her husband was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement quietly.  As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled:
 Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
        And they will call him, Emmanuel.
Emmanuel means “God with us.”
 When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as his wife.  But he didn’t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus. (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)
Sermon for Advent 4A – Matthew 1:18-25

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the focus of our gospel lesson is usually Mary. Except, that is, every third year when our Sunday Scripture readings come mostly from the gospel of Matthew. It’s a reminder to us that what we think of as the Christmas story – with Mary and Joseph, angels, shepherds, wise men, and a stable – is actually a mash-up of the two nativity stories found in Matthew and in Luke.

Matthew gives us Joseph and the wise men as our main characters – and no stable!

Luke gives us Mary and the shepherds and the manger; as well as the intertwining side story with Elizabeth, Zechariah and the birth of John the Baptist.

This year, on the fourth Sunday of Advent, we get Matthew’s side of things. Which means, we get Joseph, with Mary as a secondary character. Joseph who is put into what must have felt like an impossible position.

Matthew’s version is frustratingly short on details. What we do know is this: Joseph and Mary are engaged, when Mary ends up pregnant. It was the Holy Spirit’s doing, but we have no idea what Mary told Joseph. How she explained this situation to him. And assuming she told him the truth, if Joseph is like any of us, it would have been a hard story for him to believe.

Given the circumstances, it was within his rights – and in fact would have been expected – for him to publicly call off the engagement. To distance himself from the whole situation. 

Whether he believed her or not, he clearly cares for Mary, because he makes up his mind to end things quietly. Which also wasn’t a perfect solution to a difficult situation. The secrecy and silence around it all would have meant whisperings and rumours about them both.

Thankfully, before Joseph does anything, God intercedes. An angel visits him in a dream, explaining the whole situation. Which again, is a wholly unbelievable story. 

But I wonder, if it wasn’t so much the details as the framing of the story the angel told, that helped change Joseph’s mind.

“Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife.”

The truth is, Joseph was very much afraid. 

He was afraid of what people would think of him; of Mary; when word of their situation gets out. 

I can’t but wonder that when the angel names this fear, it lost some of its power over Joseph. He realizes he doesn’t need to be afraid. That he too has a part to play in these events God has put into motion. He finds within himself that the courage he needs to the right thing. He finds a way to respond to this situation not out of fear, but in love.

Perfect love, the apostle John writes, casts out fear. (1 John 4:18) 

We often think as hate being the opposite of love. But really, the opposite of love is fear. Fear can often lead to hate – we lash out at, blame, put distance between us and those things or people we fear. But fear, not hate, is the opposite of love.

And this isn’t love as some kind of feeling or desire. A feeling or desire cannot cast out fear.

This is love as an action. Love is something we do.

And there is no better definition of love in action as Jesus’ description near the end of his ministry. When he said, “I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:35-36)

Love is compassion. Love is kindness. Love is justice.

When we act in love, even when we’re afraid, the very act of doing something – of reaching out to those who are different – has the power to cast out fear. 

And ultimately, regardless of Joseph’s feelings or thoughts in this situation he found himself thrust into – because we do not and cannot know his feelings or thoughts – his actions are actions of love. Of trust. Of faith. 

He makes the choice to stand in love instead of fear. And it ends up being everything.

Joseph & Mary’s story is one that hits close to home for many of us. Unexpected pregnancies continue to happen all the time. Many of us grew up in a time when if this happened, you were expected to get married (regardless of whether you wanted to or not). Or girls were sent away to have their babies in secret and made to give them up for adoption. 

Today this happens to a lesser degree, and yet so many women and girls aren’t given the supports they need to raise a child.

Joseph and Mary’s story is a reminder to us of the work that is yet to be done in our time to make sure that women and couples who find themselves in this same situation have the resources and supports to make the decision that is best for them. 

Not every story of unexpected pregnancy ends well, and I can’t help but wonder, what kind of marriage did Joseph and Mary have? What kind of father was he to Jesus, this “adopted” son?

We don’t hear a lot about Joseph in the gospels after the Christmas story. 

Shortly after Jesus’ birth, when warned in another dream of King Herod’s plot to eliminate any potential rivals, Joseph takes another leap of faith – taking his family as refugees to Egypt until the danger has passed. (Matthew 2:13-15)

His other appearance is in Luke’s gospel when Joseph and Mary lose 12-year-old Jesus on a Passover pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Frantic parents searching three days for their lost child until finally he’s found back at the temple. (Luke 2:41-52)

Joseph doesn’t play an ongoing role in the gospels, but even so, Jesus continues to be remembered at Joseph’s son. When Jesus begins his ministry, folks in his community refer to him as “Joseph’s son.” (Luke 4:22; John 6:42)

And both Matthew & Luke include Joseph in Jesus’ genealogy – tracing him back to the line of King David. (Matthew 1:16; Luke 3:23) Though not Jesus’ biological father, Joseph is forever named as Jesus’ dad. A reminder that family isn’t only about blood relations.

We can’t ever know for certain what kind of man and father Joseph was. We know, even today, we often don’t know what goes on behind closed doors in someone’s home. But I like to think that Joseph remained in Jesus’ life; raising him in love; training him to be a carpenter in the family trade.

And what we do know for certain, in this moment, before Jesus was even a baby to be held and to melt hearts, Joseph takes a stand against fear – fear of shame, taunts, shunning – and stands in love. Stands in faith, following in God’s way. 

Like Joseph, we too are called stand in love, not in fear. And we can do this because of this baby.  Immanuel. God-with-us. Who came to save this world because of God’s deep love for this good creation. AMEN.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 254 ‘Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus’ (JEFFERSON)

1
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,


born to set thy people free;


from our fears and sins release us;


let us find our rest in thee.


Israel's strength and consolation,


hope of all the earth thou art,


dear desire of ev'ry nation,


joy of ev'ry longing heart.

2
Born thy people to deliver,


born a child, and yet a king;


born to reign in us forever,


now thy gracious kingdom bring.


By thine own eternal Spirit


rule in all our hearts alone;


by thine all-sufficient merit


raise us to thy glorious throne.

(Title:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus; Text: Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788; Public Domain; Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns to know the depths of your love.

A brief silence.

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer.   
God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer.   
God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and human rights. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer.   
God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer.   
God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer.  
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
Angels said it to startled shepherds,

Jesus said it to frightened followers,

And now these words which come from heaven

are shared to make us whole and make us one.

Peace be with you.

C: And also with you. ****
(A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ) Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering
Offertory Music: ‘The Gifts of God’

The gifts of God for the people of God! 

Come now, for all is prepared.

The gifts of God for the people of God!

The gospel is among us.      

(Title:  The Gifts of God # 4238409; Text & Music:  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan ©2004 This Here Music (Admin. By rivers Voice, LLC); For use solely with the SongSelect  ® Terms of Us.All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: Creator of all blessings, thank you for life, love, and community. Thank you for the challenge to share our time, our prayers, our resources and our love. Bless them and use them to build up love and tear down injustice. Amen. **
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

L:   The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

L:   Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.

L:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

L:  Holy God, your Spirit of Creation and Redemption is, and has always been, with us. You have cast the stars into the heavens to guide our way and brought life forth from the shadowy deep. With the whole universe, we sing your praise and join the unending hymn:***
Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting 12) All Creations Sing (page 36)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*
Even though you are always traveling with us, it can feel as if we are isolated and alone, as if all the lights have gone out. We forget your presence, we stumble, and we lose our way. Again and again, you have sought us and waited patiently on the road for us. You have sent guides along the journey- from prophets to angels to John the Baptist, calling for the path to be straight. To all who are finding our way, you speak comfort and joy. 

To guide us to you in faith, you sent your son, Jesus, to illumine our hearts and to lighten our burdens, accepting within himself all that human experience can bring: weakness, vulnerability, joy, suffering, and hope. As we find our way to him, we acknowledge his own journey through the waters of Mary’s womb, to the torture of the cross, past the stone of the tomb. 

We remember when Jesus ate with his friends,

He took bread and after blessing it, broke it, said

   “Take, eat, this is my body given to you.

    Eat this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took a cup and giving thanks, passed it to his friends saying:

   “Drink. This is the cup of the new covenant

    which is poured out for you and many.

    Drink this in remembrance of me.”

Holy God, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup. Swirl around us making us into one body in your love. Remind us that we are never alone on the road when we make sure to leave no one behind. Amen.***
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ACS Hymn # 901 ‘Now the Heavens Start to Whisper’ (SUO GAN)
1
Now the heavens start to whisper,


as the veil is growing thin.


Earth from slumber wakes to listen


to the stirring, faint within:


seed of promise, deeply planted,


child to spring from Jesse's stem!


Like the soil beneath the frostline,


hearts grow soft to welcome him.

2
Heavy clouds that block the moonlight


now begin to drift away.


Diamond brilliance through the darkness


shines the hope of coming day.


Christ, the morning star of splendor,


gleams within a world grown dim.


Heaven's ember fans to fullness;


hearts grow warm to welcome him.

3
Christ, eternal Sun of justice,


Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed,


come to bless with fire and fragrance


hours of yearning, hurt, and need.


In the lonely, in the stranger,


in the outcast, hid from view;


Child who comes to grace the manger,


teach our hearts to welcome you.

(Title: Now the Heavens Start to Whisper; Text: Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953; Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Music: Welsh Melody, arr. Hymnal version; arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress;  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy God, we are grateful -
for this journey to the manger and table,

for your bread of hope, for your cup of blessing,

for your presence among us as we find our way. Amen.*** 

Blessing:
God the eternal Word,

who dwells with us in Jesus,

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 631 ‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’
1
Love divine, all loves excelling,


Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!


Fix in us thy humble dwelling,


all thy faithful mercies crown.


Jesus, thou art all compassion,


pure, unbounded love thou art;


visit us with thy salvation,


enter ev'ry trembling heart.

2
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit


into ev'ry troubled breast;


let us all in thee inherit;


let us find thy promised rest.


Take away the love of sinning;


Alpha and Omega be;


end of faith, as its beginning,


set our hearts at liberty.

3
Come, Almighty, to deliver;


let us all thy life receive;


suddenly return, and never,


nevermore thy temples leave.


Thee we would be always blessing,


serve thee as thy hosts above,


pray, and praise thee without ceasing,


glory in thy perfect love.

4
Finish then thy new creation,


pure and spotless let us be;


let us see thy great salvation


perfectly restored in thee!


Changed from glory into glory,


till in heav'n we take our place,


till we cast our crowns before thee,


lost in wonder, love, and praise!

(Love Divine, All Loves Excelling; Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788; Public Domain; Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: As we continue our journey to the manger this week, go with the Love that created you, transforms you, and nurtures you. 

C: Thanks be to God.**

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
**Liturgy by Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth. “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.

Graphics by Ellen Ebeling.
***Rev. Holly Jackson & Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth, “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.

� Sundays and Seasons. Fourth Sunday of Advent 4A.





