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December 12th, 2021 Third Sunday in Advent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 12th, 2021, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship December 12th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

……………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………………
WRAP UP YOUR SHOPPING EARLY...

With gifts that, will make your shopping experience easy, and support local producers.

Snyder Heritage Farms

Organic Maple Syrup

$22.00 / 1 Litre Mason Jar

Granular Maple Sugar

$7.50 / 150 gram shaker

$20.00 / 454 gram bag

Pine Hill Poultry

Pine Hill Wildflower Honey

$8.00 / 500 gram

$16.00 / 1000 gram

Atwood Heritage (N.S. Martin)

Summer Sausage

$25.00 / Chubb

Not just for summer!  A fancy charcuterie board is optional for this specialty, that can be enjoyed anytime.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's church office at 519-653-4721to place an order.

Don't delay, quantities may be limited.
………………………
Menno Singers is back! Join artistic director Brandon Leis and choir for an online watch party on Sunday, December 19 at 3:00 pm as we share ‘Christmas Lessons and Carols’, recorded live at Trillium Lutheran Church. You can find the direct link to watch that afternoon at www.mennosingers.com
…………………..

Important Information about our Christmas Services

Christmas Eve Service:  Friday, December 24, 2021 at 8 pm (In-person by reservation and Zoom)

Christmas Day Service:  Saturday, December 25, 2021 at 10 am (Zoom only!) Please note time change!

RSVP for This Year’s Christmas Eve Service.  Please be aware that an RSVP will be required to attend the

Christmas Eve service this year. The service will be held Friday, December 24th at 8:00 PM. It is possible that we may see a spike in attendance and managing potential crowd sizes through assigned seating is very important, even with relaxed measures. Please RSVP to our Ministry of Risk Management council liaison, Donna Graham by December 19th.  She can be reached by email at donnaandrandy@rogers.com or by phone at 519-654-3138. Please also indicate the names of everyone who is coming with you so that we can co-ordinate appropriately distant seating. Quiet singing will be allowed and you must remain masked while you are in the church. As has been our practice since returning to in-person worship, please wait to be seated by an usher when you arrive. Proof of vaccination is not required in order to attend our worship services.  We thank you for your patience as we work to ensure the safety of everyone who comes to worship with us this Christmas.

St. Peter’s Church Council

………………..
Hello KW Taize community.
As we continue in our Advent journey, this Sunday's theme is a call to rejoice and sing!  Please invite your singing friends to join us in this uplifting service as we wait for our Lord to come.  We will be hosting a contemplative advent service with Taize songs this Sunday December 12th at 4pm at St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Kitchener (56 Duke St W, Kitchener/ Kitchener City Hall LRT stop).
…………………….
Pastor Hans Borch is our guest pastor today – welcome!

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 242 ‘Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn’
1
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 


for angels herald its dawning.


Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 


behold! the Child of our longing.


Come as a baby weak and poor,


to bring all hearts together,


he opens wide the heav'nly door 


and lives now inside us forever.

2
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 


Emmanuel comes a-singing,


his humble song is quiet and near, 


yet fills the earth with its ringing;


music to heal the broken soul 


and hymns of lovingkindness,


the thunder of his anthems roll 


to shatter all hatred and blindness.

3
In darkest night his coming shall be, 


when all the world is despairing,


as morning light so quiet and free, 


so warm and gentle and caring.


Then shall the mute break forth in song, 


the lame shall leap in wonder,


the weak be raised above the strong, 


and weapons be broken asunder.

4
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 


though dark the winter and cheerless,


the rising sun shall crown you with light, 


be strong and loving and fearless.


Love be our song and love our prayer 


and love our endless story;


may God fill ev'ry day we share 


and bring us at last into glory.

(Title:  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn; Text & Music: Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 3 

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the candles on this wreath,

strengthen our hearts

as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may serve our neighbors in need.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.
Light three candles.

Hymn:  ELW # 240 ‘Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah’ (verse3)

3
Light three candles to watch for Messiah:


let the light banish darkness.


Lift your heads and lift high the gateway


for the King of glory.

(Title: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah; Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954, Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Yiddish folk tune; setting arr. © 1984 Ausburg Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The First Reading:  Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
  shout, O Israel!
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
  O daughter Jerusalem!
 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
  he has turned away your enemies.
 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
  you shall fear disaster no more.
 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
 Do not fear, O Zion;
  do not let your hands grow weak.
 The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
  a warrior who gives victory;
 he will rejoice over you with gladness,
  he will renew you in his love;
 he will exult over you with loud singing
  as on a day of festival.
 I will remove disaster from you,
  so that you will not bear reproach for it.
 I will deal with all your oppressors
  at that time.
 And I will save the lame
  and gather the outcast,
 and I will change their shame into praise
  and renown in all the earth.
 At that time I will bring you home,
  at the time when I gather you;
 for I will make you renowned and praised
  among all the peoples of the earth,
 when I restore your fortunes
  before your eyes, says the Lord. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  Isaiah 12:2-6 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. R
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted.
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. R*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading:  Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation for Zoom:  ELW From Setting 3 (page 142 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:7-18
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Hans Borch’s voice here)
Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, traditionally called Gaudete – or Rejoice – Sunday. It comes from today’s lesson from the Letter to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.”

In the other two readings, those from the Hebrew Bible, the prophet Zephaniah also calls for shouts of joy: “Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!” It is because the King of Israel is in her midst. The prophet Isaiah also tells people to rejoice and sing the praises of the Lord, “for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.”

We have been experiencing tough times these last number of months. With the suffering, loss, uncertainty, and state of our beautiful and broken world having to deal with the pandemic, how can we hear these words and rejoice?

It is believed that the Apostle Paul was under house arrest when he wrote the words we heard from his letter to the Philippians. And still, Paul could say, “Rejoice!” One might wonder what he had to rejoice about in that situation. Well, Paul rejoiced because he looked forward to the Lord’s coming, but he also rejoiced because the Lord is always near. Paul seemed to have experienced the Lord’s constant presence in his imprisonment. And so, he could say, “Rejoice!” Paul carried the joy of Advent with him wherever he went – even in a Roman jail.

Advent is a season of waiting, expectation, and preparation for the coming of the Lord. We know that Jesus the Christ will be born very soon. We certainly need to rejoice. We long to rejoice!

John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for Jesus. He was sent into difficult, complicated times – times like we are experiencing. And his message was simple: repent; turn your lives around; turn back to God. For John, repentance was not about beating ourselves up for things done or left undone; to repent meant total transformation – transformation that bears fruit.

However, in the Gospel reading, John is yelling at those who came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers!” It doesn’t really sound like he is rejoicing, does it? You have to wonder what has caused John to call these folks vipers?

After this outburst, John continues his theme of repentance. He tells the crowd that just because they are children of Abraham they shouldn’t take for granted a guarantee of salvation. Being a child of Abraham is not a Get out of Hell Free card. He tells them they need to bear fruits from repentance. He warns them that if there is no fruit from the tree, then an ax is waiting by the roots. It is not who they are or who their ancestor was that is important, it is what they do that is most important.

You would think that those who came and were yelled at would just turn around and leave. However, they did not leave John. John may sound harsh to us, but people probably heard and felt his sincerity, his telling the truth with love, and his concern for the people. He was using tough-love as the saying goes.

These people not only don’t leave, but instead, they stay and ask John for an alternative: “What then should we do?” -  a true wish to repent, to get into action so as to turn from their old ways of life. John the Baptist knows the Messiah is coming soon. He feels the urgency, he wants people to be prepared and to bear fruit. And so, he gives them advice.

When you think about it, John’s advice to the crowd is much easier than Jesus’ advice. John tells people to share what they have - an easier task than when Jesus tells the young man to sell all he owns. John says if they have two coats, share. If they have food, share. In other words, care for others who have less than they do.

Then come the tax collectors. They also ask, “What should we do?” At that time, the tax collectors were mostly Jews hired by the Romans; these collectors were paid a portion of whatever they collected, so they tended to collect more than was required from the people. John tells them to be fair and not to collect more than they should.

Then comes the third group, the soldiers, probably Roman. They ask the same: “What should we do?” This time, John tells them not to exploit people or make false accusations. That is, they should live with integrity and honour.

Today’s reading shows the diversity of the group that came to hear John preach. The crowd seems to represent: the Jews who have enough; the tax collectors and the outcasts; and the soldiers, and the gentiles. They all want to change their lives. Even though John is harsh in the beginning, he gives advice to all of them. John’s advice is not dramatic, he just asks them to turn from what they are doing their own way, and instead to start doing things the right way - God’s way.

The people want to change and are waiting for their Messiah to come. With John’s urgent teaching, they probably suspect him to be that Messiah, but he knows his call is to prepare the way for the real one to come. John is to introduce the coming of Jesus - guiding people to see God’s way.

John the Baptist is teaching us to care for those in need, to seek justice, and to have integrity. Actually, those are all part of what following Jesus the Christ is all about. With true repentance to prepare for the coming of the Messiah, rejoice! “Go home,” John told them. Go home to your families, your neighbours, your vocations, your friends. Go home and live your lives as deeply and as generously as you can right now. Do what the Lord requires of you and do it now. Be generous now – Be merciful now – Do justice now.

John the Baptist is preaching in the wilderness, a place where one may get lost, a barren place that seems to have no life or hope. Wilderness is a good metaphor for us right now as we continue to struggle with the corona virus pandemic.. We are in a world bombarded by media, especially social media. We are certainly bewildered by news and fake news, truths and alternate truths. There seems to be no peace in the world. Natural disasters seem to be occurring more often than usual. From Volcanoes erupting for weeks on end in Spain, to extreme flooding tin BC, to continuing war and conflict and refugees struggling, hope seems to be dwindling in the world.

We Christians need to ask the question: “What should we do?”

In answer, we should carry the prophetic voice of John the Baptist into our midst and into the streets, calling out to the brood of vipers for true repentance. We should change our own way of life. The gap between the “haves” and “have-nots” is increasing in society; are we willing to share with those who have less? Or are we going to continue taking more from others who are already struggling to fill their pockets? Are we to continue to benefit ourselves? Are we to elevate our status at the expense of hurting others? Are we to offer false accusations by telling half-truths or even totally lying? Are we willing to call out ourselves and those who do these things?

John the Baptist has given us the direction to be prepared for the coming of Christ. Are we willing to turn around and move in that direction? Are we courageous enough to hear and heed his prophetic voice?

The third Sunday of Advent is also called a Stir-Up Sunday because today’s Prayer of the Day  says, “Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance..”  May Almighty God with the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit stir up our hearts to truly repent and to follow Christ, bearing fruit for a world in desperate need for our love. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 519 ‘Open Your Ears, O Faithful People’ 
1
Open your ears, O faithful people,


open your ears and hear God's word.


Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,


God has come to you.

Refrain

God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!


God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!


God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!


God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!

2
They who have ears to hear the message,


they who have ears, now let them hear;


they who would learn the way of wisdom,


let them hear God's word.  Refrain
(Title:  Open Your Ears, O Faithful People; Text:  Hasidic traditional; Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930, English version Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  arr. Hasidic tune © Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession:
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Sherrie, Nancea, Helen and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts..  Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the ministry of church musicians especially Bradley Moggach. With instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace. By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of our waiting and watching,

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us

as we meet you in this simple meal,

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ELW # 262 ‘Wait for the Lord’
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
(Title:  Wait for the Lord
Text & Music:  Text: Taizé Community, Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen.
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 267 ‘Joy to the World’
1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!


Let earth receive her king;


let ev'ry heart prepare him room


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!


Let all their songs employ,


while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3
No more let sin and sorrow grow


nor thorns infest the ground;


he comes to make his blessings flow


far as the curse is found,


far as the curse is found,


far as, far as the curse is found.

4
He rules the world with truth and grace


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love,


and wonders of his love,


and wonders, wonders of his love.

 (Title: Joy to the World; Text:  Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Public Domain; Music:  English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason,  1792-1872; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God.

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
