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December 11th, 2022 Third Sunday in Advent– Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 11th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship December 11th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  
+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until April 23, 2023 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIsc-2vrDguGN1OwHPhi3SQzEVjChl_ddkd/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGurz8uHdaWtBuORpwABY-gLO3zpnZbjY0MswjNMyhaMTDHLMd0OJF3HOfU
…………………………
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………………….

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (December 4th) service by Pastor Laura Sauder: https://youtu.be/mALB0_6tTnc 

……………..……….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present a Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 11 at 7:30pm at Trillium Lutheran Church (22 Willow St, Waterloo). Admission by donation.

………………………..
It’s no secret that 2022 has been rough. On Sunday, Dec. 11th, at 3PM, please join us at St. Peter’s Church in downtown Kitchener (49 Queen St. N.) for a pandemic mindful, in-person Christmas Concert in support of the Food Bank of Waterloo Region. It will be an intimate and meditative event, centering on the music of O. Gjeilo, P. Hawes, as well as traditional sing-along carols. The concert will feature Midori Marsh (COC Ensemble Studio), Alex Hetherington (COC Ensemble Studio), Jeremy Scinocca (Vancouver Opera), as well as the combined chorus of the St. Peter's Choir and the Menno Singers. Brandon Leis and Vlad Soloviev will share musical leadership of the event.  Concert goers are encouraged to bring along monetary and/or food donations.

……………………………..
WRAP UP YOUR SHOPPING EARLY…

With gifts, that will make your shopping experience easy, and support local producers.

Atwood Heritage (N.S. Martin) Summer Sausage - $25.00 / Chubb
ESTA Premium Truffles - $9.00 / Fifteen (15) Assorted Truffles
Pine Hill Wildflower Honey   $9.00 / 500 gram
$17.00 / 1000 gram 
9.00 / 500 gram (creamed)

Snyder Heritage Farms Organic Maple Syrup $23.00 / 1 Litre Mason Jar

Granular Maple Sugar $7.50 / 150 gram shaker
 $20.00 / 454 gram bag
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter’s office (519-653-4721) to place an order.

Don’t delay, quantities may be limited. Please place your order by Dec. 11.

…………………………
Holden Evening Prayer Service for the Longest Night

Wednesday, December 21st at 7:30 PM

Christmas can be a bittersweet time of year. It's a time that brings to mind persons, events, and relationships that have been a part of our lives in the past but have now changed or gone. It’s a time that can feel extra lonely because our feelings of loss or grief don’t match up with the joy and festivities of the season.

On this longest night we invite you to join us for a quiet, meditative worship service that gives space for remembering, sharing our hurts and longings with God, and preparing our hearts to welcome Christ.

……………………………..
The red poinsettia in the chancel has been placed by Bill and Patricia Hewitt.  Our sincere thanks for their thoughtfulness and generosity - they will be enjoyed by all!
………………………..
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Call to Worship:
L:  We have lost our way.
C: We feel distant from joy.
L:  We struggle with grief and sometimes feel numb.
C: We join together to hold each other up, no matter our emotions. 

L:  Holy God, help us find our way to you. Amen.** 

Advent Candle Lighting - Joy (written by Rev. Holly Jackson)

Reader 1 (Barb Burden): Every journey requires us to move towards a destination. Sometimes the trip begins to feel like a drag. We are tired. We are fearful. We just want to get there already. We need something to illuminate our path, to shine a light and bring us joy. Perhaps this is the day to stop for a moment, to smile at our fellow travelers, and to find sustenance in each other. As we light this candle of joy we pray that laughter helps sustain us on this trek. We look forward to smiling in the glow of a newborn babe who will show us once and for all just how much God loves us. 

The candle of Joy is lit (Lucas Bintakies)
Reader 2 (Bob Burden)  God of Joy, light our way, make straight our paths, show us the way to find joy in the journey. 

Amen.**
Hymn:  ELW # 242 ‘Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn’
1
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 


for angels herald its dawning.


Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 


behold! the Child of our longing.


Come as a baby weak and poor,


to bring all hearts together,


he opens wide the heav'nly door 


and lives now inside us forever.

2
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 


Emmanuel comes a-singing,


his humble song is quiet and near, 


yet fills the earth with its ringing;


music to heal the broken soul 


and hymns of lovingkindness,


the thunder of his anthems roll 


to shatter all hatred and blindness.

3
In darkest night his coming shall be, 


when all the world is despairing,


as morning light so quiet and free, 


so warm and gentle and caring.


Then shall the mute break forth in song, 


the lame shall leap in wonder,


the weak be raised above the strong, 


and weapons be broken asunder.

4
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 


though dark the winter and cheerless,


the rising sun shall crown you with light, 


be strong and loving and fearless.


Love be our song and love our prayer 


and love our endless story;


may God fill ev'ry day we share 


and bring us at last into glory.

(Title:  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn; Text & Music:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie:  ACS Setting 12 (page 31)
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.

Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy.

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
Prayer of the Day:
Author of Divine Joy, we look to you as the light continues to grow. There is true joy in knowing we do not travel this way alone. Enliven our worship together with words that remind us of all that is good and holy. Guide us on our path with steps that seem easier because you give us ways to laugh and skip towards your truth even as we still carry burdens that seek to weigh us down. Amen.**
Children’s Message: Pastor Laura
Lesson Introduction: Pastor Laura
Isaiah 35:1-10

In this vision, the prophet Isaiah tells us how God’s promise shows up in the wilderness.

In the Hebrew Bible, the wilderness symbolizes different things. It’s a place of flight and of freedom. It’s a place where water is scarce and crops don’t grow. It’s dangerous. It’s vast. It’s easy to get lost. 

But it’s in the wilderness where God’s people learn to trust. This is where, in their time of greatest need, following the exodus from Egypt, that God carried them, fed them, and gave them water.

We all have our places and times of wilderness. Times when God feels distant. Times when life feels turned upside down and we struggle to find hope or direction.

Isaiah’s vision is assurance for us – as it was for his original hearers – that God reaches into our wilderness and finds us, guards us, and cares for us. And that through it all, God is leading us home. Let us listen to the word… 

The First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
The desert and the dry land will be glad;
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom like the crocus.
They will burst into bloom,
    and rejoice with joy and singing.
They will receive the glory of Lebanon,
    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the Lord’s glory,
    the splendor of our God.
 Strengthen the weak hands,
    and support the unsteady knees.
Say to those who are panicking:
    “Be strong! Don’t fear!
    Here’s your God,
        coming with vengeance;
        with divine retribution
    God will come to save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
    and the ears of the deaf will be cleared.
Then the lame will leap like the deer,
    and the tongue of the speechless will sing.
Waters will spring up in the desert,
    and streams in the wilderness.
The burning sand will become a pool,
    and the thirsty ground, fountains of water.
The jackals’ habitat, a pasture;
    grass will become reeds and rushes.
A highway will be there.
    It will be called The Holy Way.
The unclean won’t travel on it,
    but it will be for those walking on that way.
Even fools won’t get lost on it;
   no lion will be there,
    and no predator will go up on it.
None of these will be there;
    only the redeemed will walk on it.
The Lord’s ransomed ones will return and enter Zion with singing,
    with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Happiness and joy will overwhelm them;
    grief and groaning will flee away.  (CEB)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Lesson Introduction:  Pastor Laura
James 5:7-10

We get a break this week from Paul’s letter to the Romans and instead hear an excerpt from the Letter of James. This is how you can tell that our assigned Sunday readings were not chosen by Martin Luther. To put it mildly, Luther was not a fan of James. He called this book an “epistle of straw” because he felt it went against the teaching that we are saved by faith alone (the central message of Luther’s favourite Romans). 

For Luther – and Lutherans – the idea that we cannot earn salvation or God’s favour is central. But it’s probably more helpful to say that rather than contradict this teaching, what James does is correct a common misinterpretation – that our works don’t matter at all. James’ point is that genuine faith will always result in good works. Which brings us to patience.

In the snippet we hear this morning, James speaks about the virtue of patience. But this isn’t a passive patience. This isn’t about sitting around and just waiting for God to show up.

Take, for example, the farmer that James uses as an example of patience; before waiting for the crops to grow the farmer has already done a ton of work preparing their fields and planting their seed.

Advent waiting isn’t about sitting around and waiting for God to show up. It’s about participating in God’s work for peace and justice in the world, trusting that in the fullness of time God will redeem this weary world. Let us listen to the word…

The Second Reading: James 5:7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. (NRSV)

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ACS Setting 12 (page 33)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when John heard in prison about the things the Christ was doing, he sent word by his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”
Jesus responded, “Go, report to John what you hear and see. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking. People with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were dead are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to them.  Happy are those who don’t stumble and fall because of me.”

When John’s disciples had gone, Jesus spoke to the crowds about John: “What did you go out to the wilderness to see? A stalk blowing in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in refined clothes? Look, those who wear refined clothes are in royal palaces.  What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. He is the one of whom it is written: Look, I’m sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you.
“I assure you that no one who has ever been born is greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)
Again this week John the Baptist plays a central role in our story. Today, however, we meet him under very different circumstances.

John – the man who drew crowds to the wilderness with his preaching and baptisms – now sits in prison. And he’s been there for a while. Shortly after he baptized Jesus – sometime during the 40 days when Jesus was fasting in the wilderness, preparing for his own ministry – John is thrown into prison by King Herod because John dared to publicly criticize the king for marrying his own brother’s wife. 

John, the one who prepared the way of the Lord, imprisoned before ever being able to witness Jesus – the Messiah’s – ministry, for himself.

Prison in Jesus’ day was a lonely and vulnerable place to be. As bad as things are in prisons today, in Jesus’ day there were absolutely no supports or services. You had to rely on friends and family outside of prison to visit you and bring you food. Thankfully John still had disciples to care for him. Which is likely how John also heard about what Jesus has been up to. 

Whether it’s the snippets of news passed along by his friends and family – or whether it’s just the long, lonely days in prison left alone with only his thoughts – John starts to have some doubts. He wants to know: did I get it right? Is Jesus really the Messiah? Because the kinds of things I’m hearing about Jesus are not what I expected.

John proclaimed that the Messiah would come with “his winnowing fork in his hand to clear the threshing floor, gather his wheat into the granary, and burn the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Mt 3:12)

John expected the Messiah to overthrow unjust powers and rules. To turn the tables on those who were oppressing the people. John’s vision for the coming of the Messiah was revolutionary and radical. And from what he’s hearing, Jesus is doing none of these things. John was expecting a liberator, not a healer. So he sends his disciples to check up on things. 

Are you the one who is to come, or are we to look for another?

Jesus doesn’t answer John’s question directly. Instead, he tells John’s disciples to “Go, report to John what you hear and see. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking. People with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were dead are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to them.” (Mt 11:4-5)

With this non-answer, Jesus throws the question back at them. He’s basically saying, “What you see if what you get. This is who I am. So it’s up to you. Are you good with me, or are you going to look for another?

As is often the case with Jesus, probably not an answer John and his disciples found very satisfying. 

A frustrating non-answer, and yet what I find comforting is that even when confronted with John’s doubts, Jesus doesn’t chastise him. 

In fact, Jesus reminds all those who will listen that this man who is now sitting in prison with his doubts is indeed a prophet. In fact, more than a prophet. He is the one who prepared the way for Jesus’ mission and ministry.

Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?

Sitting here some 2000 years later, having lived through a global pandemic, witnessing the earth groan around us, watching wars and conflicts continue to unfold, all these events displacing record numbers of people. Witnessing the failure here in our own country – and in many nations – to share resources in ways that ensure everyone’s basic needs are met. It’s easy to tire of waiting. 

For generations, Christians have cried for Jesus to come again. For God’s reign of peace and justice to arrive. And still we wait. And maybe we even wonder, are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?

For those who join their doubts, their wonderings with John the Baptist’s, Jesus’ answer to us is the same. The signs of God’s kingdom are all around. Things are happening if you’re paying attention. If you’re looking in the right places.

Healing. Restoration. Connection. Hope. Transformation.

These are signs of God’s reign breaking in all around us. The world may still not be as we wish it were – free of pain and suffering and death – and yet, God is present and active in so many places. So many surprising places – if only we pay attention.

Today, the 3rd Sunday in Advent is also known as “Gaudete Sunday” or the Sunday of Joy. Gaudete is a Latin word that means “rejoice.”

And I have to say, that when I first sat down with this gospel lesson earlier in the week, I struggled to see what this passage had to do with joy. Which felt particularly important considering our Advent series is about finding our way to the manger this week with joy.

Thankfully the Spirit does what she does and helped make an important connection for me. I came to see that joy is all over, in, and through Jesus’ response to John’s disciples. 

When we do the things that Jesus names: when we take care of our neighbours, when we work for justice and peace and liberation, we experience joy. The deep joy that only comes from giving of ourselves for the sake of someone else.

And I’m sure that each one of you can think of moments when you’ve experienced that deep sense of joy in your own heart. Times when you were in a position to help someone, and it really made a difference in their life. It feels good to help others. It’s why we say: it’s better to give than to receive. (Acts 20:35)

At this time of year, it’s not unusual to hear people say that we need to keep “Christ” in Christmas, and they’re always pretty grumpy about it. This is usually in response to the now common practice of wishing people Happy Holidays. Which, for the record, I will argue is really the right thing to say. For one, if we’re being particular about things – it’s not even Christmas yet – it’s Advent! And two, we live in a multi-faith world – lots of other religions are celebrating different festivals at this time of year, not just Christians. I’ll get down off my soapbox now.

The best response I’ve heard to this plea to “Keep Christ in Christmas” is that if you want to keep Christ in Christmas you need to BE Christ in Christmas. 

In other words, don’t worry about how people choose to greet you this holiday season. Instead, get busy doing the things that Jesus names – help people who are struggling; give people a word of hope. This is what will bring transformation for you and for the recipient. This is what brings true and lasting joy into our lives and into the world. 

As much as we long for God to come and set the world right once and for all, as much as we long for God’s peace and justice to wipe out all pain and sadness and fear, we can take heart in the promise that Christ is already among us. Jesus is the one. We don’t need to wait for another. The signs are already all around us if we pay attention.

And in the meantime, as we wait for Christ to come again, there is work to be done – and joy to be shared. AMEN

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 726 ‘Light Dawns on a Weary World’ (Temple of Peace)
1. Light dawns on a weary world

when eyes begin to see

all people's dignity.

Light dawns on a weary world:

the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain

The trees shall clap their hands;

the dry lands, gush with springs;

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!

We shall go out in joy,

and be led forth in peace,

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

2. Love grows in a weary world

when hungry hearts find bread

and children's dreams are fed.

Love grows in a weary world:

the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain
3. Hope blooms in a weary world

when creatures, once forlorn,

find wilderness reborn.

Hope blooms in a weary world:

the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain
(Title: Light Dawns on a Weary World; Text:  Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953; Text © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: William P. Rowan, b. 1951; Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession:
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for joy.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and Canadian Lutheran World Relief. Continue to surprise us with the works of your Spirit. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Help us to pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, illness, or loss (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. May your gentle joy take root in every heart. God, in your mercy, C:  hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
Angels said it to startled shepherds,

Jesus said it to frightened followers,

And now these words which come from heaven

are shared to make us whole and make us one.

Peace be with you.

C: And also with you. ****
(A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community; Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music: ‘The Gifts of God’
The gifts of God for the people of God! 

Come now, for all is prepared.

The gifts of God for the people of God!

The gospel is among us.      

(Title:  The Gifts of God # 4238409; Text & Music:  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan ©2004 This Here Music (Admin. By rivers Voice, LLC); For use solely with the SongSelect  ® Terms of Us.All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
Generous God, you share so much with us. In this moment we offer up our gifts shared back to you. We smile in hope that you can take what we offer and multiply it to do your work of love and justice in our hearts and in the world. Let our giving truly make a difference and bring joy to others this day. Amen. **
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

L:   God be with you.
C:  And also with you.
L:   Lift up your hearts.
C:  We lift them up to God.
L:   Let us give thanks to God.
C:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
L:  Holy God, your Spirit of Creation and Redemption is, and has always been, with us. You have cast the stars into the heavens to guide our way and brought life forth from the shadowy deep. With the whole universe, we sing your praise and join the unending hymn:*** 
Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*
Even though you are always traveling with us, it can feel as if we are isolated and alone, as if all the lights have gone out. We forget your presence, we stumble, and we lose our way. Again and again, you have sought us and waited patiently on the road for us. You have sent guides along the journey- from prophets to angels to John the Baptist, calling for the path to be straight. To all who are finding our way, you speak comfort and joy. 

To guide us to you in faith, you sent your son, Jesus, to illumine our hearts and to lighten our burdens, accepting within himself all that human experience can bring: weakness, vulnerability, joy, suffering, and hope. As we find our way to him, we acknowledge his own journey through the waters of Mary’s womb, to the torture of the cross, past the stone of the tomb. 

We remember when Jesus ate with his friends,

He took bread and after blessing it, broke it, said

   “Take, eat, this is my body given to you.

    Eat this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took a cup and giving thanks, passed it to his friends saying:

   “Drink. This is the cup of the new covenant

    which is poured out for you and many.

    Drink this in remembrance of me.”

Holy God, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and cup. Swirl around us making us into one body in your love. Remind us that we are never alone on the road when we make sure to leave no one behind. Amen.***
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion: 
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ACS Hymn # 901 ‘Now the Heavens Start to Whisper’ (SUO GAN)
                                   ELW Hymn # 247 ‘Come Now, O Prince of Peace’

ACS Hymn # 901 ‘Now the Heavens Start to Whisper’ (SUO GAN)
1
Now the heavens start to whisper,


as the veil is growing thin.


Earth from slumber wakes to listen


to the stirring, faint within:


seed of promise, deeply planted,


child to spring from Jesse's stem!


Like the soil beneath the frostline,


hearts grow soft to welcome him.

2
Heavy clouds that block the moonlight


now begin to drift away.


Diamond brilliance through the darkness


shines the hope of coming day.


Christ, the morning star of splendor,


gleams within a world grown dim.


Heaven's ember fans to fullness;


hearts grow warm to welcome him.

3
Christ, eternal Sun of justice,


Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed,


come to bless with fire and fragrance


hours of yearning, hurt, and need.


In the lonely, in the stranger,


in the outcast, hid from view;


Child who comes to grace the manger,


teach our hearts to welcome you.

(Title: Now the Heavens Start to Whisper; Text: Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953; Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.Music: Welsh Melody, arr. Hymnal version; arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress;  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

ELW Hymn # 247 ‘Come Now, O Prince of Peace’ (Ososǒ, Ososǒ)
1
Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body.


Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

2
Come now, O God of love, make us one body.


Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

3
Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.


Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

4
Come, Hope of unity, make us one body.


Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

(Title: Come Now, O Prince of Peace (Ososǒ, Ososǒ); Text:  Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope; © Geonyong Lee; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Music: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947;  © Geonyong Lee; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Prayer after Communion
Holy God, we are grateful -

for this journey to the manger and table,

for your bread of hope, for your cup of blessing,

for your presence among us as we find our way. Amen.*** 

Blessing:
God the eternal Word,

who dwells with us in Jesus,

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 267 ‘Joy to the World’
1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!


Let earth receive her king;


let ev'ry heart prepare him room


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!


Let all their songs employ,


while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3
No more let sin and sorrow grow


nor thorns infest the ground;


he comes to make his blessings flow


far as the curse is found,


far as the curse is found,


far as, far as the curse is found.

4
He rules the world with truth and grace


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love,


and wonders of his love,


and wonders, wonders of his love.

(Title: Joy to the World; Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Public Domain; Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Let us go in peace to find our way to joy.

C: Thanks be to God.**

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
**Liturgy by Rev. Holly Jackson. “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.

Graphics by Ellen Ebeling.
***Rev. Holly Jackson & Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth, “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.
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