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August 21st, 2022 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on August 21st, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship August 21st, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

……………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (August 14th) sermon by Supply Pastor Tim Dawkins:

https://youtu.be/XPRecbOEKgM 

……………………….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

………………………….

Pastor Tim Dawkins is our guest pastor today – welcome back!
………………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ACS # 979 ‘Making Their Way’
1
Making their way down through the ages,


sinners and saints have heard God's call:


wealthy and poor, powerful, lowly,


Jesus' disciples, one and all.


Gathered for worship, offering thanks,


the greatest with the least


have come to share this feast.

2
Making their way all the world over,


Christians assemble on this day,


hearing the Word, sharing the Banquet,


learning to walk in Jesus' way.


Members of Christ, united in love,


they seek our God to know,


and so together grow.

3
Making our way season by season,


pilgrims, we journey till life's end,


traveling light, sharing the riches,


caring for stranger as for friend,


till in the joy of longing fulfilled,


together we will come


to our eternal home.

(Title:  Making Their Way; Text:  Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939; Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenclanck , 1626; arr. Adrian Engles, 1906-2003; Arr. © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you 

Prayer of the Day:
O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Isaiah 58:9b-14
If you remove the yoke from among you,
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
 if you offer your food to the hungry
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
 then your light shall rise in the darkness
  and your gloom be like the noonday.
 The Lord will guide you continually,
  and satisfy your needs in parched places,
  and make your bones strong;
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
  like a spring of water,
  whose waters never fail.
 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
  the restorer of streets to live in.
 If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
 if you call the sabbath a delight
  and the holy day of the Lord honorable;
 if you honor it, not going your own ways,
  serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
 then you shall take delight in the Lord,
  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
 I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 103:1-8
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all God’s benefits—

who forgives all your sins

and heals all your diseases;

who redeems your life from the grave

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;

who satisfies your desires with good things

so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

O Lord, you provide vindication

and justice for all who are oppressed.

You made known your ways to Moses

and your works to the children of Israel.

Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;*
 (From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  Setting Four “Return to the Lord, Your God….’ (Page 151)
Return to the Lord, your God,

for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.*

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 13:10-17
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Tim Dawkins’ voice here)
LUKE 13:10-17
Hildegard of Bingen was one of the most remarkable women and religious figures of the Middle Ages.  Born over 900 years ago, in recent years her writings and music have enjoyed somewhat of a renaissance.  In one of her works, she describes herself very much as we might picture the woman in our gospel reading this morning.  Hildegard heard God speaking directly to her and recorded these words: “O poor little figure of a woman; you who are the daughter of many troubles, plagued by a grave multitude of bodily infirmities, yet you are steeped, nonetheless, in the vastness of God’s mysteries.”  That is the woman in our gospel reading today.  She is the daughter of many troubles, plagued by a multitude of infirmities, yet, when Jesus enters the picture, we see how she is steeped, nonetheless, in the vastness of God’s mysteries.  Jesus sees her many troubles, touches and heals her infirmities and renames her “daughter of Abraham”, heir to all of the promises of God.  He frees her from her crippled spirit.  It is this “crippled spirit” I wish to talk to you about this morning.  To explore how God can bring healing to our “crippled spirit“.

We don’t use the word “crippled” like we use to.  For many reasons, it fell out of use.  When I was quite young, my parents separated and I remember, with my dad and brother, staying with a large family.  The head of that family was a widow named Mary and she had eight children.  Little did I know then that my dad and Mary would marry and that I would have eight step brothers and sisters.  One of my step brothers was Tom.  At a young age, he was stricken with polio.  He was severely crippled.  He needed heavy leg braces and used hand crutches for both arms.  I remember him going to the Crippled Children’s Hospital in London for therapy and learning life skills.  This is what they called the hospital back then!  Tom learned how to live with his disabilities and he was named Timmy one year.  

When the 1960s and 70s ushered in a time when we acknowledged how language creates prejudice and stereotypes,  calling one “crippled” labelled them unnecessarily.  The hospital today is called The Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario which is where my wife Cheryl works.

If you look up the word “crippled” in the dictionary, one can understand why one would disassociate themselves from the word.  “Crippled” descends from an Old English word that means “to creep”.  Originally, it referred to a partially disabled person but, over time, the word came to take on connotations of a person being inferior, worn out, not whole.  So when consciousness was rightly raised about the words we use to describe people, we did away with the common usage of that word “crippled” for a broader more inclusive term:  disabled.

However, for the purposes of understanding Luke’s story about this woman, I want to continue to use the word “crippled” because it dredges up all of those negative connotations - inferior, worn out, not whole.  First of all, the people standing around her in the synagogue that day did see her as inferior.  Stooped over and more familiar with the sight of people’s feet than of their eyes, she crept under their line of vision as if invisible.  They labelled and named her after her illness.  Moreover, she was described as “crippled” not just because of her bent over back, but because of her spirit, which was also crippled for eighteen years making her feel inferior, worn out, not whole.

A lot of us can relate to this woman having a “crippled spirit”.  We remember moments, or even long seasons, in our lives when that spiritual part of us that should be soaring was instead downcast, depressed, bent out of shape.  We know what it’s like to feel that our relationship with God is more about doubt and questioning and less about trust and rejoicing.

We have learned that Mother Teresa had a long season of questioning her faith when she felt no presence of God whatsoever.  A time she described with words such as “darkness”, “loneliness” and “torture”. While the world watched her heed the call of Christ, whom she was convinced asked her directly to minister to the poor with undying compassion, she was simultaneously writing in silence:  “Where is my faith - even deep down there is nothing, but emptiness and darkness - My God - how painful is this unknown pain - I have no faith.”  While the jury is out on how the world will come to judge Mother Teresa’s spiritual anguish amid all of her good works, I tend to agree with the editor of her writings who suggests that these “may be remembered as just as important as her ministry to people who had experienced some doubt, some absence of God in their lives.  And you know who they are?  Everybody.  Atheists, doubters, seekers, believers, everyone.”  

Mother Teresa has left us a great gift by acknowledging her crippled spirit, freeing us to accept our own and to be open to the healing only Jesus can give.  It is interesting that the women in our scripture reading doesn’t asked to be healed.  She simply finds herself in Jesus’ presence and he heals her, because, what Jesus wants more than anything else, is spiritual health for the people of God.  Jesus wants us to be in right relationship with God and with one another, to be at home under our own skin, to be restored to the community of faith.  So when our spirits are crippled by internal turmoil or external pressures, illness or anxiety, depression or despair;  when our spirits are crippled to the point that in the company of others we feel inferior, then the healing of this woman’s crippled spirit is meant to be for us a source of healing.

Popular novelist, Sue Monk Kidd, author of The Secret Life of Bees, has also written about her spiritual life.  In one essay, she tells of an experience in which she recognized the kind of spiritual healing God intends for all of us.  She was at a retreat in which the leader gathered the group into a circle and handed out three balls of brightly coloured yarn.  The leader asked the participants to hold on tight to the end of a strand of yarn and then to toss the balls back and forth to one another across the circle.  The result was a beautiful multi-colour web that stretched from person to person across the centre of the circle.  Then the leader said, “Each of you take a turn and wiggle your thread.”  What they discovered was that even the tiniest pull of one small thread vibrated the entire web.  Sue Monk Kidd reflected upon this writing:  “And it dawned on me - this immeasurable truth we are portraying.  We are each a thread woven into the vast web of the universe, linked and connected so that our lives are irrevocably bound up with God and with one another.  I looked at those faces around the circle in a new way”.

Healing, blessing, affirmation is precisely what Jesus brings to crippled spirits.  Our crippled spirit.

Our spiritual health depends upon being connected, enjoying a genuine sense of relatedness to God and to other people.  The woman in our scripture passage this morning comes into this story with no name other than the words by which people described her.  Crippled and bent and unable.  Jesus is the one who seeks her out.  He calls to her, “Woman, you are free.”  He lays his hands upon her and for the first time in eighteen years, she is able to stand up straight and began praising God.  Perhaps, just as wonderful as the healing itself, is the way Jesus speaks to her and what Jesus says about her.  He does not call her “crippled” or “bent.”  He does not label her “disabled” or “hindered” or “victim” of life’s unfairness. Jesus has no interest in her infirmity defining her life.  Rather, Jesus gives her a new name, calling her “daughter of Abraham.”

Jesus places this socially invisible, physically broken woman in the centre of the tradition the synagogue leader thinks he is trying to preserve.   

Although comfortable with rescuing a farm animal on the Sabbath, this religious leader has trouble rejoicing when a woman bound by infirmity is freed.  Her faith community had come to know her as a non-entity bent with a crippled spirit, but Jesus calls her daughter of Abraham.  She is meant for more than superficial, cruel and limiting labels.  She has been renamed, and her life has been caught up in the vastness of God’s mysteries, that web of God’s promise of blessing intended for all of us.

By her story, Jesus re-names us a well.  He will not let us be broken by the names others my call us or be made inferior by someone else’s bent perception of who we are.  He will not let us be bowed down forever by how we perceive our own lives to be crippled.  Through the healing of this woman’s crippled spirit, Jesus names us all children of Abraham, because we too are heirs to the blessings of God.

So, during Communion today, where the broken body of Christ makes each one of us whole, with crippled spirits no more, we take our places on the same stage as this woman healed by Jesus Christ in God’s great drama of redemption. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 612 ‘Healer of Our Every III’
Refrain

Healer of our ev'ry ill,


light of each tomorrow,


give us peace beyond our fear,


and hope beyond our sorrow.

1
You who know our fears and sadness,


grace us with your peace and gladness;


Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain
2
In the pain and joy beholding


how your grace is still unfolding,


give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain

3
Give us strength to love each other,


ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;


Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain
4
You who know each thought and feeling,


teach us all your way of healing;


Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain
(Title:  Healer of Our Every Ill; Text:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. Guide us continually in our baptismal covenant to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Use our diverse gifts in service to the whole people of God. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You satisfy the needs of all creatures. Protect the habitats of fish and birds. Repair ecosystems damaged by misuse, neglect, or natural disaster, that all creation may thrive. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the rulers and leaders of nations with your compassion and mercy. Raise up activists and community organizers to restore places affected by violence, poverty, and inequality. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are afflicted. Heal those who are bent over by addiction, depression, and anxiety. Set free all who cry out under the weight of mental, emotional, or physical distress especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our bodies, minds, and spirits in this worshiping assembly. Give rest to all who lead our congregation in worship, study, and service. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Generations bless your holy name. We give you thanks for the communion of saints who have gathered in prayer and praise in this place. Support us in your love until we rest forever in you. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: Sing the Circle Wide # 62 ‘Bless the Lord, my soul’
Bless the Lord My Soul and bless God's holy name.

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads us into life.

(Title: Bless the Lord, my soul; Text:   Psalm 103: 1-2; para.; Taizé Community © 1998, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission.Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994; Music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. 
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 796 ‘How Firm a Foundation’
1
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,


is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!


What more can he say than to you he has said


who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2
"Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,


for I am your God and will still give you aid;


I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,


upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3
"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,


my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.


The flames shall not hurt you; I only design


your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4
"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove


my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;


and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,


like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

(Title: How Firm a Foundation; Text:  J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. Public Domain; Music: Early American; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
