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August 14, 2022 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on August 14th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship August14th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09 

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

……………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………………
IT’S MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.
1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
..............................
The bulletin today is being sponsored by Don and Virginia Davidson in celebration of their 71st wedding anniversary which takes place on August 18th.  St. Peter’s wishes God’s richest blessings to Don and Virginia!
……………………..
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
……………………..
Pastor Tim Dawkins is our guest pastor today – welcome back!

…………………….
…………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ACS # 1084 ‘God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me’ (O Christ, Surround Me)
1
God, be the love to search and keep me;


God, be the prayer to move my voice;


God, be the strength to now uphold me:

Refrain


O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

2
Bind to myself the name of Holy,


great cloud of witnesses enfold;


prophets, apostles, angels witness:  Refrain
3
Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight,


flashing of lightning, strength of wind,


depth of the sea to soil of planet:  Refrain
4
Walking behind to hem my journey,


going ahead to light my way,


and from beneath, above, and all ways:  Refrain
5
Christ in the eyes of all who see me,


Christ in the ears that hear my voice,


Christ in the hearts of all who know me:  Refrain
(Title:  God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (O Christ, Surround Me) Text:  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967; Text © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967; Music  © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you 

Prayer of the Day: 
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 82
God stands to charge the divine council assembled,

giving judgment in the midst | of the gods:

“How long will you judge unjustly,

and show favor to the wicked?

Save the weak and the orphan;

defend the humble and needy;

rescue the weak and the poor;

deliver them from the power of the wicked.

They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,

and all of you children of the Most High;

nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,

and fall like any prince.’”

Arise, O God, and rule the earth,

for you shall take all nations for your own.*
 (From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29--12:2 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.  (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verse 1)
1
Word of God, come down on earth,

living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text:   James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 12:49-56 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided:
 father against son
  and son against father,
 mother against daughter
  and daughter against mother,
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Tim Dawkins’ voice here)
LUKE 12:49-56

Please be seated.

I have just received this from the E.L.C.I.C. Candidacy Committee.  The Committee, have met yesterday, reviewed the text of scripture recorded in Luke12, versus 49-55, and on the basis of that testimony, has determined that Jesus is not suitable for ordination.  The Candidacy Committee has issued the following statement:

   “We have been stunned by the comments of Jesus.  Frankly, we found his comments to be quite incendiary especially coming from someone who is commonly known as the ‘Prince of Prince’.  It is our considered opinion that Jesus could not answer, to our satisfaction, the ordination question, ‘Do you promise to further the peace and unity of the church?’  Therefore, our ruling is that he shall not be ordained in any congregation of the Synod.’

Okay.  This didn’t really happen.

But it does highlight the difficulty of the text.  Jesus statements are shocking to the sensibilities of many modern believers.  The angelic announcement at the birth of Jesus proclaimed ‘peace on earth’ but here Jesus says that he did not ‘come to give peace on earth’.  Luke 19:10 succinctly states the mission of Jesus:  ‘The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost’.  But this text bluntly claims that Jesus ‘came to cast fire on the earth’ and ‘division’.

We are not used to these words from Jesus.  From the beginning of this text in Luke, we are confronted with a stark reality.  This seems to be a different kind of Jesus.  Gone is the ‘gentle Jesus, meek and mild’.

This Jesus roars!  I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!’ and ‘Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?  No I tell you, but rather division!’

Why does Jesus say these words?  Why does he come out roaring?  I feel this passage is about discipleship and demands that people, us, choose.

In Jesus’ day, a crisis has broken into the world.  Jesus himself will be tested by this crisis.  He will be ‘baptized’, fully immersed or overwhelmed, in it.  Jesus describes himself in ‘distress’ until it is over.  The ‘fire’ of divine discernment probes Jesus himself and he will face a choice in the Garden.  Will he submit to the will of God or not?  Jesus will face his own test in the Garden.

We also face this testing.  The crisis, created by the ministry of Jesus, creates a new tests where we must decide for or against the kingdom of God.  That we must choose to follow Jesus or not.
Decisions demand discernment.  Before I became a Christian, I went through a process of discernment and I remember telling my mom about it.  I never forgot what she said.  She said ‘does it really mater’.  I understood what she said.  Why do I have to put myself through this?   Why do I need to choose to give my life to Christ or not?  There are extraordinary people in this world who are not Christians but are kind, caring, make good decisions and do the right thing.  But, as today’s Gospel reading says, Jesus does not give us peace.  To be a true disciple of Christ, everyone must face this moment.  It will be decision time.  At some point in your life, you will need to choose to follow Jesus or not.

Do not be surprised that your decision will create division rather than peace.  It will kindle a ‘fire’ that will burn through the chaff.  In Today’s passage, Jesus talks about division, not peace.  Division will tear families apart, setting ‘father against son, and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law’.  Don’t also be surprised that your decision may not win friends and in fact create enemies.  I have a brother whose name is Paul.  For various reasons, we are not close.  When I was young, my parents went through a divorce and we were separated as a family.  Paul was also 6 years older than me.  We really didn’t grow up together.  Even in our adult life, we continue to not be close.  We have different views about life and the decisions we have made.  Paul is very anti church and government and is very condescending in his views.  Don’t forget, I work for the government and I am an ordained minister.  He is concerned for me that I have been brainwashed by the church in my views and actions and that I am a minion of the government who controls my life and tells me what to do and say.  In light of his views, I limit my contact with him to a couple of times a year and I try, often without success, to not talk about politics and religion.  The decisions we have made has divided us.

Why have our decisions divided us?  Why brother against brother?  The reason I believe this happens is that the decisions we make represents our core.  It is who we are.  And when our decisions are challenged or criticized, our core, who we are, is being challenged or criticized.  It can create division and strife.

Our gospel reading today is about discipleship and demands us to choose to follow Jesus or not.  When we choose to follow Jesus, we are entering into his way.  And we benefit from this experience in two ways.  The first benefit is that he understands the trials of our lives.  Remember, Jesus, the Son of god, became flesh and walked among us.  He demonstrates how to navigate the path on which we tread.  He shows us how to live in this difficult world and yet triumph!  He did not have external confront, but what he possessed was far greater than the riches of this world.  He had intimacy with God and a peace beyond comprehension.  By following him, we to have intimacy with God and peace.

The second benefit of choosing to follow Jesus is that we can take our struggles and pain to God.  When we experience loss, the grief and pain this is expressed in suffering is necessary.  We need to be able to work through the disappointment and loss, the anger and sense of betrayal.  Can we be bold enough to approach God with our struggles and pain?  The answer is yes.  In the gospel readings, Jesus invites us to plea with God.  God can handle it.  Jesus tells us to ask in faith, believing that it will happen.  Yet, Jesus also shows us by his words and especially by his example to accept that God is to be Trusted; God is in control.

When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night he was betrayed, he did not calmly pray ‘your will be done’.  He plead with God through the night.  He was in agony.  He wanted God to take his coming pain away.  Yet within his pea, he included ‘yet not my will, but yours be done’.  He shared his deep pain and gave it into God’s hands.  That is the example he gave us.  We too can take our struggles and pain to God and place them in the Lord’s hands.  Where God will love us and never abandon us.

Today’s passage demands us to choose – to follow Jesus or not.  It is not an easy life that we have chosen at times when we follow Christ.  Sometimes it can cause division and strafe.  It can be a life though that s rich beyond comparison.  When we follow Christ, he understands the trials of our lives and that we can take our struggles and pain to God.  We know that God is with us.  That we are never alone.  May we speak his truth, to show his compassion to preach his peace which he does not give as the world gives.  May we find our peace in him.  Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 813 ‘Faith of Our Fathers’
1
Faith of our fathers, living still


in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.


Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy


whene'er we hear that glorious word.


Faith of our fathers, holy faith,


we will be true to you till death.

2
Faith of our mothers, daring faith,


your work for Christ is love revealed,


spreading God's word from pole to pole,


making love known and freedom real.


Faith of our mothers, holy faith,


we will be true to you till death.

3
Faith of our sisters, brothers too,


who still must bear oppression's might,


raising on high, in prisons dark,


the cross of Christ still burning bright.


Faith for today, O living faith,


we will be true to you till death.

4
Faith born of God, oh, call us yet,


bind us with all who follow you,


sharing the struggle of your cross


until the world is made anew.


Faith born of God, O living faith,


we will be true to you till death.

(Title:  Faith of Our Fathers’ Text:  Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, st. 1, alt.; Joseph R. Alfred, b. 1947, sts. 2-4; Text sts. 2-4 © Joseph R. Alfred, 9825 S. Campbell Ave., Evergreen Park, IL 60805, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural disasters (especially). Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against based on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade our fellow human beings. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep or are sick or in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.. In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints especially Maximilian Kolbe and Kaj Munk who have gone before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in you. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
 Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours.
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion 
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ACS # 1075 ‘O God, We Call’


O God, we call, O God, we call,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn for you.

(Title: O God, We Call; Text: Linnea Good, b. 1962; Text © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com ; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Linnea Good, b. 1962; Music  © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com ; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. 
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 805 ‘Lead On, O King Eternal!’
1
Lead on, O King eternal!


The day of march has come;


henceforth in fields of conquest


your tents will be our home.


Through days of preparation


your grace has made us strong;


and now, O King eternal,


we lift our battle song.

2
Lead on, O King eternal,


till sin's fierce war shall cease,


and holiness shall whisper


the sweet amen of peace;


for not with swords loud clashing,


nor roll of stirring drums,


but deeds of love and mercy


the heav'nly kingdom comes.

3
Lead on, O King eternal:


we follow, not with fears,


for gladness breaks like morning


where'er your face appears.


Your cross is lifted o'er us;


we journey in its light;


the crown awaits the conquest;


lead on, O God of might!

(Title: Lead On, O King Eternal! Text:  Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917; Public Domain; Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813 -1879; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
