9

April 3rd, 2022 Fifth Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on April 3rd, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship April 3rd, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:

+1 438 809 7799 Canada         

+1 587 328 1099 Canada         

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada           

+1 778 907 2071 Canada       

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7
……………………..
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………………….
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………
Maundy Thursday Worship

April 14, 2022 at 7 pm (In-person & Zoom)

Good Friday Worship

April 15, 2022 at 10 am (In-person & Zoom)
……………………….
As the crisis unfolds in Ukraine, CLWR is calling on Canadians to pray for peace, and to give generously in support of CLWR partners as they respond to urgent humanitarian needs in the region.  

CLWR joins its partners and people around the world in calling for an immediate end to violence. As fighting intensifies, early estimates are that millions could be rapidly displaced, creating a widespread humanitarian crisis.

CLWR partners in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries are closely monitoring the situation and preparing to respond with immediate humanitarian needs including food, shelter, emergency supplies and trauma support.

Your gift today will provide critical aid to families facing this crisis.  Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR Crisis in Ukraine, or via their website - Donate Nowhttps://easternsynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5e56632889b5dce16808ff34&id=cd455d3b75&e=685cb772e6 
………………….
Update on Ukraine Emergency Appeal -

After so many women, children and elderly people in Ukraine were forced to leave their homes, their need for provisions has become a priority.

Our partners in the ACT Alliance have been able to deliver 278 tons of food and non-food items, and $9.8 million worth of medical equipment, to Ukraine. The delivery of family hygiene kits and family food packages will help to meet the hygiene and nutritional needs of those who were forced to flee so urgently.

In addition, Child Friendly Spaces have been established in Ukraine and across the border in Hungary, two refugee support points have been set up (one in each country), and shelters have been built according to the needs of refugees.

Thank you to the CLWR community for responding so quickly and generously to this appeal. We pray for peace in Ukraine and will continue to share updates from our partners.
…………………
Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program

This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives.

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.

Spread the word, and the soil!
…………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 339 ‘Christ, the Life of All the Living’
1
Christ, the life of all the living, 


Christ, the death of death, our foe,


Christ, yourself for me once giving 


to the darkest depths of woe:


through your suff'ring, death, and merit 


life eternal I inherit.


Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 


dearest Jesus, unto you.

2
You have suffered great affliction 


and have borne it patiently,


even death by crucifixion, 


fully to atone for me;


for you chose to be tormented 


that my doom should be prevented.


Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 


dearest Jesus, unto you.

3
Then, for all that bought my pardon,


for the sorrows deep and sore,


for the anguish in the garden,


I will thank you evermore;


thank you for the groaning, sighing, 


for the bleeding and the dying,


for that last triumphant cry,


praise you evermore on high.

(Title:  Christ, the Life of All the Living; Text:  Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Public Domain
Music: Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the Lord,
  who makes a way in the sea,
  a path in the mighty waters,
 who brings out chariot and horse,
  army and warrior;
 they lie down, they cannot rise,
  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
 Do not remember the former things,
  or consider the things of old.
 I am about to do a new thing;
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
 I will make a way in the wilderness
  and rivers in the desert.
 The wild animals will honor me,
  the jackals and the ostriches;
 for I give water in the wilderness,
  rivers in the desert,
 to give drink to my chosen people,
  the people whom I formed for myself
 so that they might declare my praise. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 126 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,

then were we like those who dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.

Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”

The Lord has done great things for us,

and we are glad indeed.

Restore our fortunes, O Lord,

like the watercourses of the Negeb.

Those who sowed with tears

will reap with songs of joy.

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul writes: If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  WOV # 615 ‘Return to the Lord’ 

Return to the Lord, our God,


return to the Lord our God,


who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

             and abounding in steadfast love.

(Title:  Return to the Lord; Text: Joel 2:13; Public Domain; Music:  Jay Beech, b. 1960; Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to John 12:1-8
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples the one who was about to betray him, said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it. Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Those of us who have been in church for a while, whether clergy or lay, should have memories of those days when the church was still filled with worshipers. In those days, the Holy Week came in a very noisy way. Weeks before this most holy time of the year, choir members were busy practicing; readers of Passion Sunday and Good Friday Gospels were taking any chance before and after Sunday services rehearsing their parts; lilies, old rugged cross and other liturgical decorations were piled up in the sacristy. But now, a week before the Holy Week, it feels just like another ordinary Sunday. It sounds just like another ordinary Sunday. Does it make you a little bit sad? Does it make you miss those good old days? 

I don’t know about you, it surely does make me. That’s why when I read Isaiah’s passage from today’s reading, I feel that it directly speaks to me.

Isaiah had precisely the same problem with his fellow Israelite during the Babylonian exile. They remembered their past all too well, that past with God. When they had passed through the waters of the Red Sea, God had been with them. When they were struggling in the wilderness of Sinai, God had been with them. When they had crossed over the river Jordan, God had been with them. When they entered the promise land flowing with milk and honey, God had been with them. And the promise of God to their forefather Abraham made them one of the biggest races in the whole world. And the blessings to their kings David and Solomon once made them the strongest nation of all.

But at Isaiah’s time, these glories were deeply buried under the rubble of Jerusalem and had been shoved aside by the conquering Babylonians. What was left were just memories. And these memories were so heavy that they even blocked the sight of Israelites from seeing the things to come.

We 21st-century Christians run the same risks every Lent, Holy Week, and Easter in this rather secular world we are living in. Our memories of the church were full of glad worshippers, of the choir that had more than two dozen beautiful voices always coming back and threatening to swallow us. We too often yearn for the "good old days." When our preachers are not as good as TV evangelists, when we don’t even have an active choir, when our kids are running wildly during service, when we are able to sit so far from one another, even now during these High Holy Days.

We, just like those 6th century B.C.E. exiles, need to hear the astonishing voice of God through his prophet Isaiah. "Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past," he says. What Isaiah suggests is that memories can too often get in the way of the new thing of God. To dwell ONLY on what God has done can possibly cloud what God can and will do. And so he says, "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs out; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland".

Our God is the God of the new thing. If we expect this God to always act in the ways we expect, based on our memories, based on what we have experienced before, we run the terrible risk of missing what God is about now. "Don't we see it, this new thing of God?" pleads Isaiah. And too often we must answer, "No." We are too busy doing things in the old way, the tried and true way, the familiar way, the way we know and trust. But the God of Isaiah opens a new way. If we are going to follow this new way, we must remember to forget. We must expect the new work of God. We must be alert for the new thing of God. 

What the new thing of God could be? Where is the new water God promised his people to drink? How can we proclaim God’s praise in this congregation? I know you all love this faith family so much, so let us ask these questions sincerely together, and believe God will provide his answer in his time. Amen.
Hymn of the Day: ACS # 1084 ‘God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me’ 
1
God, be the love to search and keep me;


God, be the prayer to move my voice;


God, be the strength to now uphold me:

Refrain


O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

2
Bind to myself the name of Holy,


great cloud of witnesses enfold;


prophets, apostles, angels witness:  Refrain
3
Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight,


flashing of lightning, strength of wind,


depth of the sea to soil of planet:  Refrain
4
Walking behind to hem my journey,


going ahead to light my way,


and from beneath, above, and all ways:  Refrain

5
Christ in the eyes of all who see me,


Christ in the ears that hear my voice,


Christ in the hearts of all who know me:  Refrain

(Title:  God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (O Christ, Surround Me) Text & Music:  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967; Text © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved, Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of change. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of their heavenly call. Merciful God C: receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/SXX6sOdD68w 
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  Sing the Circle Wide # 62 ‘Bless the Lord, my soul’
Bless the Lord my soul and bless God's holy name.

Bless the Lord my soul, who leads me into life.

(Title: Bless the Lord, my soul
Text: Psalm 103:1-2 para. Taize Community © 1998, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.,agent; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Jacques Berthier ; © 1998, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.,agent; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion:
Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope

to a world in need.

Amen.*
Blessing:
You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

☩ bless you this day and always.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 338 ‘Beneath the Cross of Jesus’ 
1
Beneath the cross of Jesus


I long to take my stand;


the shadow of a mighty rock


within a weary land,


a home within a wilderness,


a rest upon the way,


from the burning of the noontide heat


and burdens of the day.

2
Upon the cross of Jesus,


my eye at times can see


the very dying form of one


who suffered there for me.


And from my contrite heart, with tears,


two wonders I confess:


the wonder of his glorious love


and my unworthiness.

3
I take, O cross, your shadow


for my abiding place;


I ask no other sunshine than


the sunshine of his face;


content to let the world go by,


to know no gain nor loss,


my sinful self my only shame,


my glory all, the cross.

(Title:  Beneath the Cross of Jesus; Text:  Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869; Public Domain; Music: Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
